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Course Number: LIB 388
Course Title: Children’s Literature and Library for Elementary Grades (2 cr)
Catalog Description:


An experience in children’s literature and library; intended to model their use in the elementary classroom as well as to provide students with the abilities to evaluate and select quality children’s literature.

Instructor: 

Ms. Sharon Porter, Associate Professor

Zabel Hall 243

541.962.3428

sporter@eou.edu

Office hours by arrangement, daily from 9 to 10 AM as available
Mode, Time and Place: 

This course meets in Quinn Small Gym on Fridays, 12:00 – 2:00 pm

Text: 
Kiefer, B. Z. & Tyson, C. A. (2007). Charlotte Huck’s children’s literature: A brief 

guide. Boston: McGraw Hill.
Course Outcomes:

1. Identify major authors of children’s literature at the elementary level

2. Define and explain different genres of children’s literature appropriate for 

elementary grades

3. Apply appropriate selection criteria in choosing books for elementary children

4. Appreciate and enjoy children’s books at the elementary level

OAR Standards Addressed in this Course:

This course supports the following standards related to Elementary authorization:

584-017-0100 (1)(e)

584-017-0120 (3)
Course Topics:

1.  Criteria for selecting books for older elementary children

2.  Major genres of children’s literature for the upper elementary grades

3.  Well-known authors of children’s books for upper elementary grades

4.  Sources for teaching through literature

5.  Major children’s literature awards
Course Requirements:

1.  Class activities







20 %

2.  Book Trailer/Oral Booktalk





10 %

3.  Newbery Books – Book tracks





20 %


4.  Genre Books – Report and Handout




20 %

5.  Reading Ladder







20 %
6.  Final Exam
 (over readings)





10%
Rubrics and details are provided for each of the assignments. Each requirement will be weighted as indicated above. The grading scale for the term is given below:
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All written assignments must be submitted in standard written English, observing the conventions of grammar, spelling, punctuation, and syntax.  

All assignments and class activities are due on the date specified. I am under no obligation to accept work turned in after the due date specified.  
 Brief Outline of Course: 

The course will provide a general introduction to award winning books for upper elementary children. Each class session will generally follow this format:

· An opening “read-aloud” or presentation by the instructor from a children’s book that illustrates the genre or topic for that session

· Time for literature discussion groups, small group work or independent reading 
· Reflections on yourself as a reader and your books

· Discussion of the text chapters 

· Other items for discussion as appropriate

It is intended that this course focus on the content of children’s literature: authors and books. The process of using children’s literature in the classroom will be presented and discussed in the ED 355 Language Arts course. The two courses are intended to complement each other.

Student Conduct:  All students are expected to adhere to the student conduct code.  All members of the Eastern Oregon University academic community are responsible for compliance with its Academic Honesty Code.  Please refer to the EOU website. http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/index.html
Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Reasonable Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  Eastern Oregon University is committed to providing services that assure that all eligible persons have access to its programs and operations.  If you are in need of special services, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 541-962-3081.
Syllabus developed by Allen Evans, Winter, 2007; Winter 2008; Winter 2009

Revised by Karyn Gomez, Winter 2010

Revised by M. Ruth Davenport, Winter 2011

Revised by Sharon Porter, Fall 2011
Active Participation – 20%

Your commitment to the course is reflected in your participation. We will have in-class activities and time for talking about books. We’ll also take time to read, so please, always have a book with you! 
Ten points will be assigned each day for actively engaging in the discussions and small-group activities. At the end of the term, points will be totaled and a percentage of possible points will be calculated. Your grade will be assigned based on the chart above. Therefore, your attendance is vital to your success, and you are expected to be in class and on time. Absences will affect your grade. If you have an excused absence (which means calling me before class – 541.962.3428, you will be given 5 points for the day. If you have an unexcused absence (no contact with me prior to class) you will get 0 points for the day’s activities in “Class Activities.”
Reading Ladder – 20%
You will create a reading ladder of six books (not written as a series) that represent a progression of your choosing. You can arrange them by reading level, chronology, increased sophistication of content…there are many ways to construct this. It can be represented in a Word document and amplified with graphics like Mindmeister or Inspiration (some form of mind-mapping software). In a narrative, you will justify why you chose the particular title and placed it in the particular rung on the ladder. Examples will be available in Blackboard. Due on March 3rd through Blackboard in Word with accompanying graphics or URLs as appropriate.

Newbery Books – Book Tracks – 20% (2)
Over the course of the term, each of you will read two Newbery Award winners on your own from the list I provide. You’ll choose your books on the first day of class and find a copy of each that week. Divide the number of pages into 3 sections. Each day listed below, in class, you’ll update us on one of those sections by adding to your “Book Track.” That way, by the end of the term, we’ll be familiar with 30 Newbery Award Winning books!

	Book Tracks Schedule
	Book 1
	Book 2

	Section 1
	January 20
	February 10

	Section 2
	January 27
	February 17

	Section 3
	February 3
	February 24


The Book Tracks will be graded based on the following:

· 5 points per day (times 6 days = 30 points total toward your final grade)

· Typed summary is pasted on a 3 X 5 card – fill the card! This is not your opinion or personal response, it is “just the facts, Ma’m”.

· Summarizes that third of the book in an organized, concise manner

· No typos

· On time

· Clear oral presentation and response to peers’ questions 
Genre Books – Report and Handout – 20% (1)
Over the course of the term, each of you will read a novel from one of the following three genres.  I’ll provide a list and we’ll sign up on the first day, with a few of us in each genre (I’m reading a book too). On February 24, March 2, and March 16, we’ll be focusing on these three genres:

· Contemporary Realistic Fiction (CRF) (Chapter 7) (February 24)

· Historical Fiction  (HF) (Chapter 8) (March 2) 

· Modern Fantasy (MF) (Chapter 5) (March 16) 
On those days, in class, you’ll provide an oral report, with complete sentences, and turn in a written handout on your book that includes the following. These will be copied for everyone:

1. APA reference for your novel

2. A summary of the book. As you would in a book talk with your students, include the setting, time period, main characters, premise, problem, and enough detail so that we’ll have a basic overview of the book, but not so much information that it “gives it away.” Entice us to read the book. 

3. A rationale, in which you list your opinions on why this is a “good book” for upper elementary students (or not). When writing this list, follow the criteria for selection given in the corresponding chapter from the text for your genre.  Explain how the book meets each criteria. (CRF – p. 193, HF – p. 222, MF – p. 144 )

4. A Planning to Plan curriculum guide that includes:

· 5 potential questions/personal inquiries students may have from topics and issues raised in the book. These are “thick” questions that can be explored in depth through a sustained inquiry, rather than “thin” questions that can be answered with a date or a very brief response. For example: What was the nature of medical care during the Civil War? What was daily life like in a one-room school in the early 1900s in rural Oregon? What are the experiences of a modern day rodeo clown? How was food prepared on cattle drives in the 1890s in Texas?

· APA references for 5 books for helping students address these potential questions about issues in your book

· Two websites that would be good resources in this inquiry

· A DVD that would be a good resource to watch in class. This could be shown at the beginning of the inquiry cycle to help generate questions and build background, or it could be shown as part of the culmination. It can be a DVD of your book. Provide the reference for it. (Title, Date, Director)

· A classroom construction your students could build to help them better understand some aspect of the book

· 2 poems related to this inquiry about your book

· A community member who would be a good resource to have as a guest

· A bulletin board you could create to support this inquiry 
· A plan for your culmination day. What presentations would students make based on the 5 personal inquiries you’ve identified?

    5.  Information about the author
· A bibliography of books written by this author.

· Brief autobiographical information 

Book Trailer/Book Talk Assignment- 10%

You may choose to create a book trailer (like a movie trailer) using Windows Movie Maker (or Mac equivalent) or present an oral booktalk to the class. There are links in Blackboard to “tutor” you through either activity and give examples. The movie must be at least three minutes in length and include graphics and audio. The oral presentation will last at least three minutes also. Scoring guides are in Blackboard for both activities. Let me know by Feb. 3rd what you intend to do for this activity and the title you have chosen. This is due Monday of Finals Week, March 19th. 

Final Exam – 10%
This exam will cover the chapters that are assigned for reading throughout the term. It is an objective test scheduled during Finals Week. The reading schedule is:

· Nonfiction (Chapter 9)  (January 27)

· Contemporary Realistic Fiction (Chapter 7) (February 24)
· Historical Fiction (Chapter 8) (March 2) 

· Modern Fantasy (Chapter 5) (March 16) 

