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College of Education

Course Syllabus

Summer, 2011


Course Number:  READ 594
Course Title: Young Adult Literature 
Credits: 3

Course Description:  This graduate course introduces the world of adolescent literature. Theoretical concepts and practical aspects will be explored.

Prerequisites: Graduate standing and a willingness to learn about young adult literature

Texts:
Lesesne, T. (2003). Making the Match: The Right Book for the Right Reader at the Right Time: Grades 4-12. Stenhouse Publishers ISBN 1571103813

Instructor: Sharon Porter
Zabel Hall 243
541.962.3428 office
sporter@eou.edu
Office hours by appointment
Yahoo IM: sportereou


Course Outcomes: 
Students who engage in this course should:
•Demonstrate familiarity with a range of books and authors of young adult literature
•Discuss young adult books and write book responses
•Utilize a variety of techniques for bringing adolescents and books together
•Analyze a work of young adult literature according to adolescent developmental traits
•Employ young adult literature across the curriculum

This course supports the following International Reading Association’s Standards for Reading Professionals:

2.3 Use a wide range of curriculum materials and programs, children's and adolescents' literature, poetry, creative dramatics, storytelling, computer technology and software, newspapers, magazines, and other print materials in effective reading instruction.
4.1 Model and discuss reading and writing as valued lifelong activities.
4.4 Use choices of books and tasks, opportunities for personal response to literature and authentic purposes for reading and writing to encourage self-directed reading and writing.

Course Requirements: A full description of these requirements will be in the online Blackboard course.

1. Students are expected to read text assignments as scheduled and respond to the texts via web-based discussion boards. 


2. Students will respond to 7 young adult books, one each from the genres of 

· multicultural, 

· historical fiction, 

· nonfiction, 

· biography,

·  picture book, 

· poetry and 

· contemporary fiction. 

Submit these responses as book “talks” to a common bulletin board for others to utilize.


3. Students will research and present a reading ladder for a chosen fiction title. It may be a title already used for a booktalk. See Blackboard for details and supporting documents.


4. Students will analyze a work of young adult fiction through the lens of the traits of adolescents. 

Assessment: A scoring guide for each of the requirements will be posted in Course Information in Blackboard.

Grading:
Each of the requirements will receive a letter grade Grades will be averaged using the following weights:

•Text reading and responding 40% 
(Each week that you are a "prompter" you will receive email from me with feedback from the scoring guide. You will not receive a score in the weeks in which you are a responder.  You will receive a 'satisfactory' or an 'unsatisfactory."  You can assume you have an "S" unless you hear from me.)

•Young adult book responses 30%

•Book Ladder (fiction) 20%

•Adolescent Trait Analysis 10%
The Text
I chose this text because I enjoy the author's voice and the
text is informative while being easy to read. The chapters are short which
seems appropriate for a one credit course. I like her attention to the
developmental characteristics of adolescents which is one of the reasons we
have adolescent literature (as contrasted to children's literature). I also
like the Author Notes and all the wonderful resources in the appendices. I
hope you will find this text is a "keeper." Please let me know what you
think of the text. 

Discussion Board Information

General Plan for the Discussion Boards
Here's the plan: Each week you will be either a "prompter" or a "responder." You will
find scoring guides for "prompter" and "responder" in the Course
Information section.

Due Dates and Time: You need to be "on time," especially if you are a prompter. Prompters should do their prompts so that everyone has them by Monday morning (so I guess that means you either get up very early or do them on Sunday. You are always welcome to enter your prompts prior to the week they are due.) Responders should respond by midnight of the due date. Responders can always be reading the next chapter even if the prompt hasn't been posted yet. I know many of you have to
do your course work late at night after your other jobs as teacher and
family member are completed. I tried to space the prompt and responses so
you have enough time between them. You are welcome to read ahead and enter
your prompts prior to the assigned week if this fits your needs. However,
you will have to do responses in the designated week.

PROMPTER: In your weeks in the "prompter" role you will read the assigned
chapter and write an entry of one to two sentences in the discussion board
that you think highlights an important aspect of the reading assignment.
This entry should prompt others to respond. You could do this by including
questions, by disagreeing with the author, by being provocative, or by
including information that is not in the text that would encourage others
to respond. The prompt should also require responder to use the text to respond as well as their own experiences.  I will list the "prompters" for the week in the discussion board header. Please put the word "prompter" in the subject line followed by a word or phrase that is key to your entry and your first name. Please make sure your prompt is posted by the due date.

Here's an example of a prompt from last year:
When I read this chapter, I was reminded of a book I read a couple of years ago titled, "Learning and Memory: The Brain in Action" by Merilee Sprenger. According to Sprenger more actual learning occurs when we are able to stimulate our student’s emotions. Given the new brain research and our knowledge of the developmental stages of our adolescents, are there strategies we can use to evoke feelings, emotions about the material we are reading? Should we take time to celebrate the start and/or end of our units? To ask our students how they feel?  Link your experiences, ideas or other books to the ideas in the chapter.

Also, I remember my own children during middle and high school often communicated to me their feelings of school being irrelevant to life and even boring. With our knowledge of the developmental tasks of adolescents and what motivates our students, what role does school and literacy strategies play in adolescent development?

The other role of the prompter is to continue to be engaged in the conversation, responding to others.

RESPONDER: If your name is not listed in the prompter role for the week,
you know you are a responder. When you are a responder, you should read the
assignment and all the other entries in the board. Then you should write
two or three paragraphs that reply to prompts (or to another responder) in
a way that extends the discussion or adds a different perspective or
provides information. Be sure to post your response by the due date. You
have until midnight of the due date to get your work entered to be
considered "on time."

My role in the discussion board: Generally I "lurk" in the discussion
boards during the week. I believe that when the instructor puts comments
in the board, it interferes with the flow of the class discussion. (You can
let me know if you think I'm wrong about this.) Students often see the
instructor as having the most important things to say. I like for the class
members to "talk" without my voice overpowering them. If I have a question
or I want someone to tell us more about an idea, I will write during the
week. If you specifically want me to enter into the discussion, please ask
me "What do you think, Sharon?" Otherwise, I will wait until your discussion
has run its course and if I have further comments, I will write them then.
I will generally "teach" this course on the weekend so that is when
you will hear from me. Each week that you are a "prompter" you will receive
email from me with feedback from the scoring guide. In this way, you will
know how your work matches my expectations. You will not receive a score in the weeks in which you are a responder. If you think I should interact in the discussion boards in a different manner, please email me and let me know. I want this to be YOUR course, responding to your needs as much as I can.

Author's Notes
There is no specific assignment for reading the "Author Notes" placed
between the chapters of the book. However, I hope you will read them.
Pick the ones that appeal to use and then use this discussion board to
comment about them, direct other class members to ones that you found
particularly eloquent, or tell us how you shared these notes with
adolescents. Your entries on this board are like "bonus points."


CLCD (database)


EOU now has access to the CLCD which is a very extensive database of children's literature. Here's how to get in:

First you will need a "library card."   Go to pierce.eou.edu (or go to www.eou.edu and click on Pierce Library on the right side of the page). On that Library home page on the right hand side is a button for "services to off campus students."  Click there and follow the directions.

Go back to the home page. Then under the header "Find Journal/Newspaper Articles" click on the first line "By Database Name". Scroll down that list of names (they are in alphabetical order) and you will find the "Children's Literature Comprehensive Database." 

This is a wonderful resource so please use it to find the books for this class or for any other purpose! 

Scoring Guides
You will find the various scoring guides in this folder. I suggest you print these so you will have them readily available as you prepare your assignments. 


Book Talks
If you’ve ever seen the closing of Reading Rainbow, you have seen people giving book talks. They are essentially a one-minute advertisement for a book (about 125 words). They tell a bit of the plot or content, something interesting about the book, and a reason why someone would want to read the book. They are lively and engaging. You will do the written equivalent of an oral book talk. These should include:
Author
Title
Publisher and copyright date
A very brief summary (but don’t give away the ending)
Something interesting or intriguing about the book
A reason why someone else would want to read the book—this could include why you did or did not like it, how it made you feel, the connections you made to the book, how you would use this book with children or their families, etc.

***However, it would be great if some of you would add an oral book talk, as well, but attaching an mp3 file or creating a podcast.  See the article "The Book Report, Version 2.0: Podcasting on Young Adult Novels" by Robert Rozema in Course Documents.


Internet Sources for "Making the Match"
1) An online book club that includes young adults is  www.adbooks.org


2) A suggested site hosted by Youngstown State University which has mostly book reviews by 6th through 12th graders is as follows: http://www.ysu.edu/lyre/lyre_review_index.htm  
3) http://www.goodreads.com/     http://www.librarything.com
4) A teacher named Ed Spicer currently has a site devoted to book reviews and trailers written by students under construction: (edspicer@mac.com ) iWeb/spicyreads/ Welcome.html www.spicyreads. Org
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