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Course Syllabus

Fall Term

CUESTE, La Grande Cohort

Lib 387:  Children's Literature for Early Childhood (2 credits)  

Course Description: 

An experience in literature for early childhood; intended to model its use in the classroom and home as well as to provide students with the abilities to evaluate and select quality children’s literature. Prerequisite: Program admission required.

Instructor: 

Ms. Sharon Porter

Zabel 243, office hours: by appointment because of field responsibilities

Work phone: 541-962-3428

sporter@eou.edu
Meeting Time and Place:

All class sessions will be held in a room to be determined given the Pierce Library move. Please see your CUESTE Fall calendar for latest details but as of now noon until 2 PM on Fridays in Quinn, Room 
Text: 
Kiefer, B. Z., & Tyson, C. A.. (2010). Charlotte Huck’s children’s literature: A brief guide.. Boston: McGraw Hill. ISBN 0-07-340383-0 
Course Outcomes: 
Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to:
1. 1.
Demonstrate efferent and aesthetic responses to children’s literature   

2. 2.
Evaluate and select literature appropriate for the developing child, ages 3-8, and 


3.   Scaffold and extend literature response in others

OAR Standards Addressed in this Course:
584-017-0115

· 6c
Demonstrate an understanding of content knowledge in early education: the candidate will create a classroom environment that encompasses the following core content objectives:

· 6cAi
Explore their environments and develop the conceptual, experiential, and language foundations for learning to read and write

· 6cAii
Develop their ability to converse at length and in depth on a topic in various settings (one-on-one with adults and peers, in small groups, etc.)

· 6cAiii
Develop vocabulary that reflects their growing knowledge of the world around them

· 6cAv
Associate reading and writing with pleasure and enjoyment as well as with skill development

· 6cAvi
  Use a range of strategies to derive meaning from stories and texts

· 6cAvii
  Use language, reading, and writing for various purposes

· 6cAviii
  Use a variety of print and non-print resources

Course Topics:
Children and their development, Ages 3-8

· Developmentally appropriate practice, including literacy and language learning

· Intrinsic motivation toward literacy to encourage life-long reading and writing

· Primary Classrooms

· Promoting a positive learning environment, including creating a community of learners

· Curriculum

· Learning theories and their influence on curriculum planning and instruction

· Integrating language acquisition into reading instruction and literature study

· Literacy learning

· Techniques for responding to literature including journals and book clubs (literature circles) and techniques for evaluating these responses

· Materials

· Developmentally appropriate materials
Course Requirements/Assignments/Attendance Expectations

	Requirement
	Percentage of grade
	Date Due
	Course Outcomes Addressed

	Book Shares
	20%
	Oct. 14, 28, Nov. 11
	1, 2, 3

	Practicum Read Aloud and Summary
	20%
	By Nov. 18
	1, 2, 3

	Annotated Bibliography
	35%
	Dec. 2
	1, 2, 3

	In class activities (in-class assignments, activities, bulletin boards, reading responses, etc.)
	15%
	ongoing
	1, 2, 3

	Final Exam
	10%
	Finals Week
	1, 2, 3


Attendance: This course is a part of a professional preparation program. Your commitment to the profession is reflected in your level of attendance and participation in your professional preparation courses. Therefore, your attendance is vital to your success, and you are expected to be in class. Absences will affect your grade.

Student Evaluation and Grading: Rubrics and details are provided at the end of the syllabus for each of the above requirements. Each requirement will be weighted as indicated above. The grading scale for the term is given below:

94-100
 
 A
77-79
C+

90-93 

 A-
74-76
C


87-89

B+
70-73
C-

84-86

B
60-69
D

80-83

B-
<60
F

All written assignments/material must be submitted in standard written English, observing the conventions of grammar, spelling, punctuation, and syntax. All assignments and class activities are due on the date specified. The instructor is under no obligation to accept work turned in after the due date specified. If the professor agrees to accept late work, the grade will be penalized.

Brief Outline of Course:
We will read widely in the field of early childhood literature; practice various evaluation, selection, and reading techniques for teaching children's literature; share books with children in selected PK-3 classrooms; and participate in a literature community within our classroom. A schedule of topics covered and readings will be provided in class.
Student Conduct:  All students are expected to adhere to the student conduct code.  All members of the Eastern Oregon University academic community are responsible for compliance with its Academic Honesty Code.  Please refer to the EOU website. http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/index.html
Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Reasonable Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  Eastern Oregon University is committed to providing services that assure that all eligible persons have access to its programs and operations.  If you are in need of special services, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 541-962-3081.

Syllabus developed by Kerri Wenger, Winter 1999

 Revised by Carol Lauritzen, Fall 2002 
Revised by Sharon Evoy, Fall 2005

Revised by Karyn Gomez, Fall 2006, 2007, 2008. 2009









 
Revised by Sharon Porter, 2011

Tentative Course Schedule 

 (This schedule is subject to change and may be adjusted based on the needs of the learners)

	Date
	*Readings
	Assignment Due

	Sept. 30
	Chapter 1
	

	Oct. 7
	Chapter 2
	

	Oct. 14
	
	Book share #1

	Oct. 21
	Chapter 3
	

	Oct. 28
	
	Book share #2

	Nov. 4
	Chapter 4
	

	Nov. 11
	
	Book share #3

	Nov. 18
	Chapter 6
	Practicum Read Aloud and Summary

	Dec. 2
	Chapter 10
	Annotated Bibliography

	Dec. 5-7 TBA
	Final Exam
	


*All readings refer to Charlotte Huck’s Children’s Literature: A Brief Guide. Additional readings may be assigned during the term.

.

Book Sharing Requirements

You will select three books from your bibliography to share in small groups in class. You must be prepared to read each book aloud with fluency and expression and lead a discussion about the book. Examples of discussion topics include:

•
ways the book could be used in the classroom,  

•
why the book might appeal to children ages 3-8 and the developmental appropriateness of the book for young children

•
author’s or illustrator’s style

Each time that you read a book aloud, you will be asked to complete a self-evaluation of the experience. The self-evaluation along with instructor observations will be used to complete the Book Share Scoring Rubric and assign a score.

Book Share Scoring Rubric.

	
	Excellent Facilitation (5)
	Good Facilitation (4)
	Adequate Facilitation (3)

	Read Aloud
	A different book from the bibliography is read aloud on each of the designated due dates. The student reads with fluency and expression.
	A different book from the bibliography is read aloud on each of the due dates. The student is familiar with the text. 
	A different book from the bibliography is read aloud on each of the due dates. The student does not demonstrate familiarity with the text.

	Discussion
	The student clearly prepares in advance to facilitate meaningful discussion about the book. Discussion starting questions are prepared to begin the conversation.
	The student facilitates meaningful discussion about the book.
	The student struggles to facilitate meaningful discussion about the book. 


Read Aloud and Summary

For this assignment, select an appropriate book and read it to your students. Reading stories and books to children is a skill that often does not come automatically. Be sure you are well prepared to read the book with expertise and confidence. Know how much time you anticipate you will need so that you can schedule the necessary time with the classroom teacher. Look at the summary requirements below and plan your read aloud experience well in order to incorporate all essential elements in your summary.

Write a summary of your experience. Include:

•
A description of how you implemented talk about the book. This should include:

o
How you introduced the book

o
The manner in which you read the book (all the way through without pause or with designated stopping points)

o
How you facilitated a grand conversation, including the prompts you considered or key points you discussed and why you planned to discuss those points

•
Examples of student talk that occurred before, during, and after the reading. Include an in-depth perspective of the children’s talk about the book. Be as specific as possible. Avoid generalizing the whole class by saying things such as “The kids really liked the story.” The following will be helpful in addressing this: 

o
Teacher to student and student to teacher talk. How much of each? What was said?

o
How many different students participated in the discussion? How did you encourage full participation?

o
Interesting insights or ideas students brought up

o
Ways you or other students extended the thinking of others.

•
A brief reflection about what you learned from the experience. 

OPTIONAL: You may tape record your session if you wish as it may be helpful to you as you write up your summary. Be sure that you check with your Cooperating Teacher first! 

Scoring Rubric for Read Aloud Summary
	Characteristic
	Thorough Understanding (5)
	Good Understanding (4)
	Adequate Understanding (3)

	Description of Implementation
	The description of how you implemented talk about the book exceeds the requirements. It is also complete, clear, and detailed. Descriptions of what occurred are organized and well articulated.
	The description of how you implemented talk about the book includes all of the requirements and is complete and detailed. 
	The description of how you implemented talk about the book includes most of requirements, though may be sketchy in parts. Descriptions of what occurred may not be clear or well organized.

	Examples of Student Talk
	The examples of student talk include quotations and show how students participated in the reading process. It is clear that all children were provided opportunities to respond to the literature.
	The examples of student talk are complete and show how students participated in the reading process. It is clear that children were encouraged to respond to the literature.
	The examples of student talk give information regarding student participation in the reading process. Some of the description may include generalized statements that lack detailed information. It may not be clear how children were encouraged to participate. 

	Reflection on the Learning
	Reflection shows deep consideration about what you learned about yourself as a teacher and about the children as learners. 
	Reflection includes what you learned about yourself and your students from the experience.
	Reflection may be of a more literal or summative nature rather than clearly expressing your learning about yourself and your students.

	Written Conventions
	Written conventions are correct.
	Written conventions are generally correct.
	Minor errors in written conventions do not interfere with meaning.


Summaries that do not meet minimum requirements must be resubmitted.

Annotated Bibliography

Reading Requirements
The purpose of this assignment is to become familiar with children’s literature. You will read widely from a variety of categories and respond in a comprehensive manner. You must read a minimum of 30 children’s books.  You may read more, of course. Read in the areas of children's literature appropriate for developing children ages 3-8, including the following categories:

· •
Caldecott Medal or Honor winning books;

· •
Other award winning books (multiple awards are given to children’s books);

· •
Wordless books;  

· •
Concept books (such as alphabet and number books); 

· •
Poetry and rhyme;  

· •
Traditional stories (folklore); 

· •
Nonfiction;
· •
Multicultural books;  

· •
Picture storybooks; and
· •
Beginning readers' books (including easy-to-read, pattern books, transitional, and early chapter books).  

You need to read a minimum of 3 books in each category. Be sure to identify the book category for each book in your bibliography. You can use your text and other sources to help you locate titles. 

Bibliography Requirements
You must have a minimum of thirty (30) entries in your bibliography, including at least three books for each of the categories listed in the Reading Requirements section above. Organize your bibliography so that categories are easily identified. All entries must follow APA (6th edition) guidelines. In addition to the formal APA citation for the book, each entry must have the following elements:

•
One or two sentence summary of the book in your own words

•
Your personal (efferent or aesthetic) response to the book

•
One or more teaching ideas to show how the book could be used during instruction or how it relates to early reading processes

I am also open to suggestions of how to present this material electronically through a blog or webpage. Speak with me if you have an idea for a creative presentation. 

(SEE SCORING GUIDE ON NEXT PAGE)

Annotated Bibliography Scoring Rubric
	
	Characteristic
	Thorough Understanding (5)
	Good Understanding (4)
	Adequate  Understanding (3)

	Reading Require-ments
	Number of Books Read
	More than 30 books were read.
	30 or more books were read.
	30 books were read.

	
	Book Categories
	3 or more books were read for each category and categories were clearly identified in the bibliography
	3 books were read for each category, and categories are identified in the bibliography.
	3 books were read for each category, but categories were not identified in the bibliography.

	
	Developmentally Appropriate Literature
	All books on the bibliography are developmentally appropriate for children ages 2-9
	Most books on the bibliography are developmentally appropriate for children ages 2-9 
	In general, books on the bibliography are developmentally appropriate for children ages 2-9

	Written Biblio-

graphy Require-ments
	Citation Format
	APA (5th edition) is followed for all book citations. 
	APA (5th edition) is followed for book citations with few errors in format. 
	APA (5th edition) is followed for book citations, but format errors are apparent. 

	
	Book

Summary
	Book summaries are written in the student’s own words and they show excellent summarizing skills. 
	Book summaries are written in the student’s own words and they show proficient summarizing skills.
	Book summaries are included for each entry, but may not be clear or demonstrate a need for growth in summarizing skills.

	
	Teaching Ideas
	Most entries include more than one developmentally appropriate instructional idea or application of children’s literature for the primary classroom.
	Some entries include more than one developmentally appropriate instructional idea or application of children’s literature for the primary classroom.
	Each entry includes only one developmentally appropriate instructional idea or application of children’s literature for the primary classroom.

	
	Personal Responses
	All personal responses to the texts include an evaluation of the text and connections to the self, other texts, or the larger world.
	All personal responses to the texts include an evaluation of the text and most responses contain connections to the self, other texts, or the larger world.
	All personal responses to the texts include an evaluation of the text and some responses contain connections to the self, other texts, or the larger world.


Bibliographies that do not meet minimum requirements must be resubmitted.
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