College of Education

Course Syllabus

Summer Term 

Course Number:  ED 604

Course Title:  Classroom Based Action Research 1

Credits: 1

Catalog Description: A four-term sequence presents the basic concepts, definitions and examples of classroom-based research and contrasts it with other types of research. The sequence addresses the process and product of action research including selecting a research question, research design. APA style and academic writing. Also presents legal and ethical requirements for human-based research.  Prerequisites:  Graduate standing and admission to the MAT program

Instructor:



Sharon Porter, MA, MLS

Zabel 234

541.962.3428

sporter@eou.edu

Office hours by appointment

Mode, Time, and Place:

Course will be delivered on-campus with support online through Blackboard. Time and place are outlined in MAT schedule.

Texts (required):

American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. ISBN: 1557987912 (NOTE: paperback-5th Edition)

Hendricks, C. (2009). Improving schools through action research: A comprehensive guide for educators. Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Pearson. ISBN: 9780205578467

Course Outcomes:

Students enrolled in this course should be able to

· Identify key concepts of classroom-based research

· Compare and contrast classroom-based research with traditional research

· Become familiar with principles of information literacy

· Apply APA format requirements when writing academic papers

· Appreciate the role and value of classroom research 

· Understand the value and contribution of classroom research to the wider profession

· See themselves in the role of a “teacher researcher”

Course Topics:

· Research according to purpose

· Research according to method

· General characteristics of educational research

· Specific characteristics of classroom-based research

· APA format and style

Course Requirements/Assignments/Attendance Expectations

Attendance:  

Students are expected to attend every class. There are often in-class activities that cannot be assessed when a student is absent. If unable to do so, instructor must be contacted prior tot he absence. If no contact is made, no make-up work or assignments that were due will be accepted.  If work is due, please email it to the instructor as a Word attachment. Students are expected to use Blackboard as an electronic “organizer” for the course where documents, assignment parameters, and other resources will be kept for your use. It is the student's responsibility to attend to this course online as well. Students must check their campus email account daily. Using the campus email system is the primary mode of communication between the instructor and the students. 

Specific Assignments:

Assignments and deadlines will be outlined in class. Assignments may include, but are limited to, review of selected educational research articles, chapter readings, and short analysis or synthesis papers. The protocol for naming emailed assignments will follow thus:

AScholar_ED 604_Assignment Name

(Student's first initial and last name underscore Course Number underscore Brief Assignment Name)

PLEASE use a heading on each page of an assignment with the same information. When the instructor prints out assignments, the printout is separated from the email and identifying information is often not on the paper unless placed in a heading on each page. The instructor has many classes to organize. This procedure reflects professional courtesy. 

	Topic of the Day
	Readings/Assignments Due
	Materials

	Day 1-Big Picture/Why?
	Chapter 1

Assign Activity 1.1 (choose one article-1 or 2)
	Textbook daily

	Day 2-Generating Research Ideas and APA Overview
	Chapter 2

APA Familiarity “Test”

Assign Activity 1.2

Activity 1.1 (Think-Pair-Share)
	Notes from Activity 1.1,

APA Manual

	Day 3-Journal Research How-To (Library Session)
	Library visit (use article lists for this research)

Read Chapter 2
	Note capture devices

	Day 4-Analysis of Activity 1.2
	Analysis of articles (Activity 1.2, p. 13)
	Textbook, Activity 1.2

	Day 5-Chapter 2/Generating Ideas
	Activity 2.1 in class, p. 29

Activity 2.2 in class 

Homework-research paper activity, p. 35-Activity 2.2 
	Textbook

	September 29th (first day back on campus)
	Activity 2.2-Research paper Activity
	Textbook, Activity 2.2 printed out to hand in


Grading Policy:

Assignments are to be handed in on the specific due date. When absent, assignments may be emailed as a Microsoft Word attachment. Using a rubric converter, the grades will be converted as follows:


A
90--100


B
80--89


C
70--79


D
60--69


F
Less than 60

Scoring guides are available on the Blackboard site for this course: http://blackboard.eou.edu/webapps/login/
Brief Outline of Course:

This is a “starter summer” course, and as such is usually four weeks in duration. The specific outline of the course will vary, depending on the weekly scheduling.

This summer we will be addressing:

· Quantitative versus qualitative research

· The nature of action research

· Teacher's role as a researcher

· APA style and citations

· Locating journal articles and papers using online databases

· Analyzing research articles for specific components

· Generating viable research ideas

· Overview of the process, timelines, and products of action research

This course will adhere to the policies and procedures in the handbook regarding Eastern Oregon University’s policies

Student Conduct Code:  All students are expected to adhere to the student conduct code.  All members of the Eastern Oregon University academic community are responsible for compliance with its Academic Honesty Code.  Please refer to the EOU website.

Reasonable Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  Eastern Oregon University is committed to providing services that assure that all eligible persons have access to its programs and operations.  If you are in need of special services, please contact Pat Arnson (541-962-3081), Disability Services Coordinator.

Initial syllabus created by Dr. Allen Evans, revised S. Porter Spring 2009

December 2008

