
To enter the Literature Resource Center: 

 

1. http://pierce.eou.edu 
 

2. Click on “By Database Name” since we already know which database 
we will be using. 

 
 

3. In our alphabetical list of databases, click on Literature Resource 
Center.  

 
 

4. The vendor that provides this database offers several others that we 
will pass by for this topic. The Literature Recourse Center is located at 

the bottom of Thomson-Gale’s offerings. 

 
 

5. Click on the “Start searching this collection” link. 
 

6. To get started, there are Help topics available at the top of the page. 
 

 

 
 



7. When we click on Help, we get an array of Help topics. These help 
sections may come in handy as you proceed with your searches using 

The Literature Resource Center.  

 
 

8. One of our strategies might include the search path to take to gather 
our information. In other words, how do we want to tackle our topic-by 

title, by author, by timeline? Just where to begin? In our Help menu, 

we have the following suggestions: 

 

 
 

9. Since we already know our author we are interested in, Barbara 
Kingsolver, let’s use the Author search path already set up for us on 

the main page of the Literature Resource Center. We start by keying in 

her name, last name first, into the Author Search box. We then click on 

“Search” 

 
 



10. The Search Results list looks like this. You will notice that the first tab 
of information, “Biographies” is showing. The articles that follow at the 

bottom of the page concern themselves with biographical information 

about Barbara Kingsolver. There is also variants of her name that may 

come in useful when pursuing other resources to locate information 

about this author. This page also places the author in the time period 

of literature, notes her nationality, and lists the genres in which she 

writes.   

 
 

11. To mark articles to read later, just click in the box ahead of the article 
and it will be added to a Mark List that you can retrieve before you 

leave this session. You may find those articles later, by clicking on the 

button “View Mark List” to see your selections.  

 
You can change your mind after looking at your Mark List and uncheck those 

articles that you know longer need. You then click on the “Update Mark List” 

to clear those choices. 

 
 



12. On the second tab of the information available for Barbara Kingsolver, 
we find literary criticism, articles, and work overviews of her work. 

The literary criticism results are spread over 3 pages as indicated at 

the beginning of the articles’ being listed. There are also tabs that 

break the articles down into the three categories. It is important not to 

overlook this division as many important articles may be missed. 

 

 
It should be noted that sometimes, there is not information listed for an 

author under a category of information. When you click on that category, 

nothing new will be revealed.  

 

13.  On the third tab over, we find the section that deals with 
bibliographies: those lists the author has appeared in and those the 

author has contributed to or written.  

 
 

14.  Under the fourth tab, we find a rich set of “Additional Resources.” 
Again, be sure to investigate all the categories presented from 

“Websites” to “Topical Essays.” 



 
 

 

15.  On choosing the last tab for “Literary-Historical Timeline,” the birth 
year of the author is already in place.  

 

 
 

You can enter an end date to define a period of time that you wish to see the 

sociological, cultural, and historical context of an author’s birth year or 

significant publication date. 

 

16.  Pressing the “Home” button, will return you to the top of the menu 
choices where we started.  

 

 
 

At the home page are two more features that should be noted. One is the 

“Authors on the Highway” button that lists author appearances and daily 

news about publishing in general.  

 



 
 

The “Spotlight” section is a chosen author that is presented by the database 

to pique interest in various authors by providing an intriguing quote and the 

link to the author’s information. 

 

 


