Soc 454 Sociological Theory

Fall Quarter 2010

MWR 10:00 a.m. – 11:20 a.m.*

Ackerman Hall Room 114

*additional times by arrangement

Dr. Rosemary Powers
116 Ackerman Hall

Phone:  962-3819;  e-mail:  rpowers@eou.edu; webpage at  http://www2eou.edu/~rpowers

Mailbox in room 202 Ackerman (Social Science Office)

Office Hours:  

Mondays 11:30 a.m – 12:30 p.m., Wednesdays  8:30 – 9:30 a.m. and by appointment

Course Description:

The EOU catalog description for this course reads as follows:  "The origin and growth of ideas leading to the development of sociology as a discipline.  Study of the principal  frames of reference in contemporary sociological theory.  Prerequisites:   SOC 204 and SOC 205; a minimum of 15 hours of sociology is recommended."  Beyond this minimal description, my approach to this topic involves investigation of the actual writings of early and contemporary social thinkers--a task that challenges those with little background in history and philosophy.  Some of the social theorists we will read did not or do not consider themselves to be sociologists.  However, their ideas have powerfully influenced the way sociology has developed and the kinds of research questions sociological researchers ask. In addition, I believe that we do not understand ideas until we are able to apply them.  Consequently, this course will include the application of social theories to some of the major events and problems of our time.

Required Texts:
Scott A. Appelrouth and Laura D. Edles. (2008).  Classical and Contemporary Sociological Theory: Text and Readings.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Pine Forge Press.  (Syllabus reference = Appelrouth and Edles)
Harriford, Diane and Becky Thompson. (2008)  When the Center  is on Fire: Passionate Social Theory for Our Times.  Austin,TX:  University of Texas Press.  (Syllabus reference = Harriford and Thompson).
Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes:

As successful participants in Sociology 454, Sociological Theory, students will:
*  learn that they are already social theorists, and that many of the theories they use to explain social experience, social problems, and social change have roots in classical sociology;

* demonstrate skills in social theorizing through critical examination of classical and contemporary theories concerning the structure and processes of social life;

* be able to identify and discuss the main ideas and influence of the founding theorists in sociology--especially Karl Marx, Max Weber, and Emile Durkheim;

 *  be able to identify and discuss the contributions of less frequently studied theorists (such as Harriet Martineau, Jane Addams , Charlotte Perkins Gilman, and W.E.B. Dubois) and to understand the marginalizing effects of the “canon” in academic sociology;

*  demonstrate strong analytical and writing skills through significant reading and discussion of primary documents, and producing a weekly formal theory journal.

* be able to evaluate the usefulness of classical and contemporary social theories and apply them in analyzing historical and current social issues;

*  demonstrate library research skills, proficiency in multiple writing genres, ability to synthesize and evaluate theoretical arguments, and organizational and public presentation skills through completing a 

public awareness project.

Means of Assessment: 

Grading will be based on the following:

A. Completing reading assignments/reading notes, class attendance and participation, (25%)

B. Seminar Facilitation (in collaboration with other students) (5%)

C. Six (6) Theory Journals (25%)

D. Mid term take-home exam (15%)

E. Public Awareness Project (30%)

This course will be graded on a plus/minus basis as follows:

98-100 = A+;  94-97= A; 90-93 = A-; 87-89 = B+;  84-96 = B; 80 - 83 = B-; 77 - 79 = C+; 74-76 = C; 70-73 = C-; 67 - 69 = D+; 64-66 = D; 60-63 = D-; under 60 = F.  All grades assume a "C" represents satisfactory work.  You must receive at least a C- for the course to meet the requirements of the Anthropology/Sociology major.

Assessment detail and special instructions:
A.  Reading assignments, attendance, and class participation:  25%

This course is designed for upper division sociology majors and others interested in sociological theory.  As such, it requires a strong commitment to careful reading and analysis, and will only be successful with your full participation in each class meeting.  You are expected to engage in group inquiry with your colleagues and the course will encourage lively debate.  You should attend every class meeting, and absences (except for documented medical emergencies, illnesses, or death of family member) will be counted against your participation grade.

B.  Seminar Facilitation: 5%  

Once during the quarter, you will be responsible with several of your peers to guide the seminar discussion—either during a class session or at one of our evening meetings.  This can include questions for group inquiry, activities, video clips with discussion, and other creative approaches to assisting your colleagues to engage with the topic and readings for the week.  We will determine these dates during the first week of the course.

C.  Theory Journal: 25%

As Soc 454 is an upper-division course that meets the University Writing Requirement, you should expect significant reading and writing assignments.  You should take careful notes on the assigned readings as you prepare for class discussion and jot down your own reflections, questions, agreements or disagreements with the authors' perspectives.  You will then choose particular readings to explore in a formal, typed "Theory Journal."   Drafts of journals will be due on Mondays in class for six of the ten weeks of the course (dates indicated on calendar) and revised journals will be due on Wednesdays.  As a UWR  course, SOC 454 provides an opportunity for peer review.  That will take place on Mondays using your draft assignment.  I will evaluate these journals on a five-point scale, and eliminate the lowest score in the final grading. If writing is a significant challenge for you, please arrange to meet with me early in the term to talk about strategies you can use to be successful in the course.

D.  Mid-Term Exam: 15% 

Specific instructions will follow within the next few weeks..  This will be an opportunity for you to practice skills as a social theorist, both interpreting the ideas of other thinkers and applying your own perspectives to specific questions about social life.  The mid-term will be due at the beginning of class on Monday, November 1.
E.  Public Awareness Project30%

You will be given instructions on this project early in the quarter.  This will be a multi-genre project involving research, writing, group planning and public outreach.  Half of the evaluation will be based  on individual work and the other on preparation for and carrying out of the public event.  This event will be scheduled at the end of the term, and the individual written report will be due the day of the final exam.
Commitment to Scholarship:

•  In keeping with the Carnegie rule for college classes, students should devote a minimum of two hours outside of class for each hour in class/theory group to reading and preparation for the course.  Since this is a five-credit course, that means you should expect to devote 15 hours total (minimum) per week to this course.  As with all academic work, students should claim authorship only for their own work and give credit (with appropriate citations and acknowledgments) when using the work of others.
•  Readings assigned for a particular date should be read in preparation for that class period.  Regarding written work, submitting papers on the dates they are due will ensure that you have time to complete the requirements for the course and to receive feedback on your work so that you can improve for the following assignment.  If you do turn your work in late, I will be unable to assist you through constructive feedback.   If you have a medical or other emergency and are unable to submit your work on time, please let me know as soon as possible.
Expected Outcomes for Upper Division Writing Intensive Courses:  

SOC 454 meets and exceeds the expectations required to demonstrate proficiency in upper division writing.  The requirements include that: 

· Students will produce at least 5,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism. 

· Students will practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in the discipline the course represents. 

· Students will write at least one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course. 

· Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work. 

· Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor.

General Rules, Guidelines, and Special Needs: 

•  Keep copies of all work until you receive official notice of your course grade. 

•  According to the EOU Catalog, "Minimum elements of appropriate classroom decorum include: punctuality, courtesy, civility, purposefulness, and integrity." While I encourage strong expressions of disagreement, I will expect your conversation with me and one another to be respectful at all times.

• All written assignments must be double-spaced and submitted in a word-processed format using a 12-point font and 1" margins. Because errors in formal writing influence readers’ opinions of you as a writer, make sure to check grammar and spelling before printing a final copy. 

• Regarding academic misconduct:  Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars.  Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation, or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university—or a combination of these (Please see Section II of the Student Handbook :  Campus Citizenship Academic, on line at http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/sect2.html).

•  Plagiarism, representing someone else's ideas or words as your own, is a serious academic offense. Use APA citation format to cite all ideas or words belonging to others that you include in your own writing. Your own work should significantly exceed the quantity of citations and build new ideas upon them. As a general rule, provide quotation marks (and appropriate citation) when you use more than three consecutive words from someone else’s work.

•  No work from another course may be used for credit in this course without prior permission from both instructors. 

•  If you have a documented disability or think that you may have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in LOSO Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081. 

•  If you are a parent with small children, please know that your children are welcome in my class if you have an emergency situation, and I am willing to work with you on alternative assignments if you must miss class because of a sick child or family emergency.

• EOU has committed itself to providing a safe campus for all students.  However, we know that students have experienced sexual harassment and sexual assault, and may not know how to find support in dealing with these issues.  I want you to know that I am willing to be an ally and an advocate for you or someone you know. 

•  Please take advantage of my posted office hours or make an appointment to speak with me about your work.  I want you to succeed in this course, and have set aside those times explicitly to assist you.  

E-Mail policy:  You should have an EOU e-mail address and check it frequently.  It will be a primary way for me to reach you with important information about our course.  The highlighted notice on the EOU homepage at http://www.eou.edu/ points to the policy description at http://www.eou.edu/comp/student/email. The easiest way to request more information is by sending an e-mail to helpdesk@eou.edu.


Some of the early social theorists:
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Applying Social Theory:
During this term, we will ask such questions as:  Can these theorists help us understand: The Columbine school shootings? The racial implications of Hurricane Katrina? Torture at Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq?  The 9/11 New York terrorist attack? Millions dead and displaced through violence in Congo?

Course Calendar will be available the first day of the term.
