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Soc 454 Sociological Theory

Fall Quarter 2008
MTWR 10:00 a.m. – 10:50 a.m.

Ackerman Hall Room 105
Dr. Rosemary Powers

116 Ackerman Hall

Phone:  962-3819;  e-mail:  rpowers@eou.edu; webpage at  http://www2eou.edu/~rpowers

Mailbox in room 202 Ackerman (Social Science Office)

Office Hours:  

Mondays 12 noon – 1:00 p.m., Wednesdays 11:00 – 12:00 noon. and by appointment

Course Description:

The EOU catalog description for this course reads as follows:  "The origin and growth of ideas leading to the development of sociology as a discipline.  Study of the principal  frames of reference in contemporary sociological theory.  Prerequisites:   SOC 204 and SOC 205; a minimum of 15 hours of sociology is recommended."  Beyond this minimal description, my approach to this topic involves investigation of the actual writings of early and contemporary social thinkers--a task that challenges those with little background in history and philosophy.  Some of the social theorists we will read did not or do not consider themselves to be sociologists.  However, their ideas have powerfully influenced the way sociology has developed and the kinds of research questions sociological researchers ask. 

Required Texts:

1. Achebe, Chinua. (1959/1994). Things Fall Apart.  New York: Anchor Books.
2. Giddens, Anthony. (2003).  Runaway World:  How Globalization is Reshaping Our Lives.  New York: Routledge. 

3. Kivisto, Peter, ed. (2008)  Social Theory:  Roots and Branches.  Third Edition.  New York:  Oxford University Press.  (Syllabus will list as Kivisto—R&B)

4. Kivisto, Peter, ed. (2008).  Illuminating Social Life: Classic and Contemporary Theory Revisited.  Fourth Edition.   Los Angeles, CA: Pine Forge. (Syllabus will list this text as Kivisto—ISL.
5. A few additional  readings will be from internet sources or Electronic Reserve (ERES).

If you find earlier versions of the Kivisto texts, it may work generally well for you.  However, you will need to check with others in the class to make copies of the articles that are not included in the earlier versions, or of materials from a revised preface or other introductory material.  
Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes:

As successful participants in Sociology 454, Sociological Theory, students will:

*  learn that they are already social theorists, and that many of the theories they use to explain social experience, social problems, and social change have roots in classical sociology;

* demonstrate skills in social theorizing through critical examination of classical and contemporary theories concerning the structure and processes of social life;

* be able to identify and discuss the main ideas and influence of the founding theorists in sociology--especially Karl Marx, Max Weber, and Emile Durkheim;

 *  be able to identify and discuss the contributions of less frequently studied theorists (such as Harriet Martineau, Jane Addams , Charlotte Perkins Gilman, and W.E.B. Dubois) and to understand the marginalizing effects of the “canon” in academic sociology;

*  demonstrate strong analytical and writing skills through significant reading and discussion of primary documents, and producing a weekly formal theory journal.

* become more proficient in group inquiry and in collaboration through in-class group assignments, working with peers to facilitate a session of the class, and participating in assigned “theory groups.”

 * be able to evaluate the usefulness of various social theories in analyzing historical and contemporary social issues;

*  demonstrate library research skills, skills in using multiple writing genres, and skills in synthesis and evaluation of theoretical arguments through completing a critical comparative essay.

Means of Assessment: 

Grading will be based on the following:

A. Completing reading assignments/reading notes,  class and theory group attendance and participation, (25%)

B. Seminar Facilitation (in collaboration with other students) (5%)

C. Six (6) Theory Journals related to material discussed in assigned Theory Group (25%)

D. Mid term take-home exam (15%)

E. Critical Comparative Essay (30%)

This course will be graded on a plus/minus basis as follows:

98-100 = A+;  94-97= A; 90-93 = A-; 87-89 = B+;  84-96 = B; 80 - 83 = B-; 77 - 79 = C+; 74-76 = C; 70-73 = C-; 67 - 69 = D+; 64-66 = D; 60-63 = D-; under 60 = F.  All grades assume a "C" represents satisfactory work.  You must receive at least a C- for the course to meet the requirements of the Anthropology/Sociology major.

Assessment detail and special instructions:
A.  Reading assignments, attendance, and class participation:  25%

This course is designed for upper division sociology majors and others interested in sociological theory.  As such, it requires a strong commitment to careful reading and analysis, and will only be successful with your full participation in each class meeting.  You are expected to engage in group inquiry with your colleagues and the course will encourage lively debate.  You should attend every class meeting and theory group meeting, and absences (except for documented medical emergencies, illnesses, or death of family member) will be counted against your participation grade.

B.  Seminar Facilitation: 5%  

Once during the quarter, you will be responsible with several of your peers to guide the seminar discussion—either during a class session or at one of our evening meetings.  This can include questions for group inquiry, activities, video clips with discussion, and other creative approaches to assisting your colleagues to engage with the topic and readings for the week.  We will determine these dates during the first week of the course.

C.  Theory Journal and Participation in Theory Group: 25%

As Soc 454 is an upper-division course that meets the University Writing Requirement, you should expect significant reading and writing assignments.  You should take careful notes on the assigned readings as you prepare for class discussion and for your weekly Theory Group and jot down your own reflections, questions, agreements or disagreements with the authors' perspectives.  You will then choose particular readings to explore in a formal, typed "Theory Journal."   Journal entries will be due on Mondays in class for six of the ten weeks of the course (dates indicated on calendar).  I will evaluate these on a five-point scale.  I will eliminate the lowest score in the final grading. If writing is a significant challenge for you, please arrange to meet with me early in the term to talk about strategies you can use to be successful in the course.

D.  Mid-Term Exam: 15% 

Specific instructions will follow within the next few weeks..  This will be an opportunity for you to practice skills as a social theorist, both interpreting the ideas of other thinkers and applying your own perspectives to specific questions about social life.  The mid-term will be due at the beginning of class on Monday, November 10.
E. Critical Comparative Essay:  30%

You will be given instructions on this project early in the quarter.  The syllabus indicates several dates by which you should have parts of this completed, and you will conduct a peer review of a draft of the paper.  The Essay will be due during the final exam period—December 11, 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon.

Commitment to Scholarship:

•  In keeping with the Carnegie rule for college classes, students should devote a minimum of two hours outside of class for each hour in class/theory group to reading and preparation for the course.  Since this is a five-credit course, that means you should expect to devote 15 hours total (minimum) per week to this course.  As with all academic work, students should claim authorship only for their own work and give credit (with appropriate citations and acknowledgments) when using the work of others.

•  Readings assigned for a particular date should be read in preparation for that class period.  Regarding written work, submitting papers on the dates they are due will ensure that you have time to complete the requirements for the course and to receive feedback on your work so that you can improve for the following assignment.  If you do turn your work in late, I will be unable to assist you through constructive feedback.   If you have a medical or other emergency and are unable to submit your work on time, please let me know as soon as possible.
Expected Outcomes for Upper Division Writing Intensive Courses:  

SOC 454 meets and exceeds the expectations required to demonstrate proficiency in upper division writing.  The requirements include that: 
· Students will produce at least 5,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism. 

· Students will practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in the discipline the course represents. 

· Students will write at least one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course. 

· Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work. 

· Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor.

General Rules, Guidelines, and Special Needs: 

•  Keep copies of all work until you receive official notice of your course grade. 

•  According to the EOU Catalog, "Minimum elements of appropriate classroom decorum include: punctuality, courtesy, civility, purposefulness, and integrity." While I encourage strong expressions of disagreement, I will expect your conversation with me and one another to be respectful at all times.

• All written assignments must be double-spaced and submitted in a word-processed format using a 12-point font and 1" margins. Because errors in formal writing influence readers’ opinions of you as a writer, make sure to check grammar and spelling before printing a final copy. 

• Regarding academic misconduct:  Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars.  Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation, or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university—or a combination of these (Please see Section II of the Student Handbook :  Campus Citizenship Academic, on line at http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/sect2.html).
•  Plagiarism, representing someone else's ideas or words as your own, is a serious academic offense. Use APA citation format to cite all ideas or words belonging to others that you include in your own writing. Your own work should significantly exceed the quantity of citations and build new ideas upon them. As a general rule, provide quotation marks (and appropriate citation) when you use more than three consecutive words from someone else’s work.

•  No work from another course may be used for credit in this course without prior permission from both instructors. 

•  If you have a documented disability or think that you may have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in LOSO Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081. 

•  If you are a parent with small children, please know that your children are welcome in my class if you have an emergency situation, and I am willing to work with you on alternative assignments if you must miss class because of a sick child or family emergency.

• EOU has committed itself to providing a safe campus for all students.  However, we know that students have experienced sexual harassment and sexual assault, and may not know how to find support in dealing with these issues.  I want you to know that I am willing to be an ally and an advocate for you or someone you know. 

•  Please take advantage of my posted office hours or make an appointment to speak with me about your work.  I want you to succeed in this course, and have set aside those times explicitly to assist you.  

E-Mail policy:  You should have an EOU e-mail address and check it frequently.  It will be a primary way for me to reach you with important information about our course.  The highlighted notice on the EOU homepage at http://www.eou.edu/ points to the policy description at http://www.eou.edu/comp/student/email. The easiest way to request more information is by sending an e-mail to helpdesk@eou.edu.




 



 



   


   




   

  

   

   


COURSE CALENDAR

Week One:  September 29 – October 2
Introducing Sociological Theory

Monday, Sept. 29:
Introduction, course expectations, tips on reading difficult texts

Some useful links:  
http://www.trinity.edu/mkearl/theory.html

http://www.hewett.norfolk.sch.uk/CURRIC/soc/Theory1.htm

http://www.mcmaster.ca/socscidocs/w3virtsoclib/theories.htm

(Use these sites as ways to be introduced to theorists’ life and work)

Tuesday, Sept. 30: 
What is social theory?  classical theorists make their case:


Read:
--Peter Kivisto, Intro: What is Social Theory in Kivisto—R&B, pp. 1-10




--Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, Kivisto—R&B, pp. 20 - 25



--Emile Durkheim, What is a Social Fact? Kivisto—R&B.,pp. 51 - 55
Theory Journal directions distributed and practice writing

Wednesday, Oct.1:
  More classical theorists’speak 
Read:  
--Max Weber, Objectivity in Social Science, Kivisto—R&B, pp. 76-81

 --Georg  Simmel, The Problem of Sociology, Kivisto—R& B, pp. 114-120 


Decisions about Group Facilitation dates

Thursday, Oct. 2
Contemporary theorists weigh in  




Be prepared to present a summary and reaction to one of the following:



--Max Horkheimer,Tradition & Critical Theory, Kivisto R&B,pp.391-395.




--Zygmunt Bauman, Postmodernity, or Living with Ambivalence, 





Kivisto—R&B, pp. 456-462.







First meeting with Theory Group 
Friday, Oct. 3.  
Applying theory in practice
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UPROOTED: Refugees of the Global Economy
Sponsored by CURRENTS, College Democrats and Union County Democrats.

7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in Huber Auditorium 
Short video followed by discussion of immigration issues and ballot measures for the  upcoming election.

“Uprooted is a compelling documentary about how the global economy has forced people to leave their home countries. UPROOTED presents three stories of immigrants who left their homes in Bolivia, Haiti, and the Philippines after global economic powers devastated their countries, only to face new challenges in the United States. These powerful stories raise critical questions about U.S. immigration policy in an era when corporations cross borders at will.” (taken from http://www.nnirr.org/get/get_video.html)


Week Two: October 6 – October 9
Capitalist Industrial Society:  Materialist  and Critical Theories

Monday, October 6:
The Materialist Theory of Karl Marx

Read:

--Marx, Alienated Labor, in Kivisto—R&B, pp. 12-19



--Selections from Charlie Chaplin’s Modern Times



First Theory Journal due in class
Tuesday, October 7:   Communism and Commodities
Read

--Marx and Engels,  Manifesto of the Communist Party, 

   Kivisto—R&B, pp 26- 33.

-- Marx, Commodities, Kivisto—R&B, pp. 34 -40.

Wednesday, Oct 8:
Connecting Marxist Theory and Contemporary Worklife

Read:

--John P. Walsh and Anne Zacharias -Walsh, Working Longer




   Living Less:  Understanding Marx through the Workplace

 


   Today, in Kivisto—ISL , pp. 5 - 40. 

   (Be ready to discuss the questions on p. 40).

Thursday, Oct.9:
Capitalism in trouble:  Legitimation Crisis
Read:  
Steven Dandaneau, Critical Theory, Legitimation Crisis and the Deindustrialization of Flint, Michigan.  In Kivisto—ISL, pp. 197 – 224.


(Be ready to discuss the questions on pp. 224-225) .


Recommended Video:  Michael Moore’s Roger and Me  (Extra –Credit opportunity
Video will be on reserve in the library.  Consider watching it with your theory group).
Week Three: October 13 – October 16
Politics, Power, Knowledge and Control

Monday, October 13:     Max Weber, Capitalism and Bureaucracy

Read:

--Weber, The Spirit of Capitalism, in Kivisto—R&B, pp. 82-88


--Weber, Bureaucracy, in Kivisto—R&B, pp. 89 – 94.

Browse:  
Conduct an internet search on Max Weber, becoming familiar with the details

of his life and ideas.

Second Theory Journal due in class
Tuesday, October 14:  Max Weber, Legitimate authority and the Interconnected Realms of Politics, 

Economics, and Culture


Read:  

--Weber, The Nature of Charismatic Domination, Kivisto—R&B, pp.95-101



--Weber, Class, Status, Party, in Kivisto—R&B, pp. 102-107



Wednesday, Oct 15:
Contemporary Analyses of power, knowledge and control

Read:

--C.Wright Mills, Culture and Politics, in Kivisto—R&B, pp. 218-223.




--Michel Foucault, Panoptican, in Kivisto—R&B, pp. 449-455.
Thursday, Oct 16:
Contemporary Rationalization:  The Theory of McDonaldization

Read:

--Ritzer, The Weberian Theory of Rationalization and the McDonaldization of 




   Contemporary Society, in Kivisto—ISL, pp. 41-60.



Be prepared to discuss the questions on p. 60.
Week Four:  October 20 – October 23
Solidarity, Community, and Marginalization—Functionalism, Formalism, and Double Consciousness

Monday:  October 20:  Forms of Solidarity in the Modern World


Read: 

 --Durkheim, On Mechanical and Organic Solidarity, 

 in Kivisto—R&B, pp. 46 – 50
--Anne Hornsby, Surfing the Net for Community:  A Durkheimian Analysis of

 Electronic Gatherings in Kivisto—ISL, pp. 61-99.

Come prepared to discuss the questions on p. 100.

Third Theory Journal Due
Tuesday, Oct. 21:  
Failures of solidarity and Community:  Anomie and Suicide


Read:

-- Durkheim, Anomic Suicide, in Kivisto—R&B, pp. 57-63
 Browse:
Explore the web site of the American Association of Suicidology at 



http://www.suicidology.org/ (look under the link “about suicide”



and the information from the Centers for Disease Control at 



http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/suicide.htm. Come prepared with some 



“theories” about the statistics you find.
Wednesday, Oct. 22:  Functional for Whom?  Reflections on Conflict and Strangers

Read:

--Georg Simmel, Conflict as the Basis of Group Formation, 




in Kivisto—R&B, pp. 121 – 125.
--Georg Simmel, The Stranger, in Kivisto—R&B, pp. 126-129
Thursday, Oct. 23:
The Problem of the Color Line, Double Consciousness, and Violence
Read:  

--W.E.B. Du Bois, from The Souls of Black Folk available on line at



http://www.pagebypagebooks.com/W_E_B_DuBois/The_Souls_of_Black_Folk/
Read the 2 chapters titled Forethought and Of Our Spiritual Strivings (7 pp.) Be sure to continue clicking at the bottom of the screen  to find the complete number of  pages for each short section)




--Ida B.Wells “Lynch Law” (scroll down to chapter  4  from The Reason Why 


the colored American is Not in the World’s Columbian Exposition,  at



http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/wells/exposition/exposition.html)
"Under some conditions people flourish. Under other conditions, although the spirit is willing, people atrophy. How do we create conditions under which people flourish? How do we design cultures and organizations in which people thrive? This should be the task of sociology."

        -W. E. B. Du Bois

Extra Credit:  View the following and write a 2 page response.  Consider viewing with theory group.

 W.E.B. Du Bois, a biography in four voices
Week Five:   October  27- October 30
Different Voices:  Gender and the Contribution of Feminist Theory

Monday, Oct. 27:
19th C  Observations of  the United States by a Traveling Woman

Read:

--Harriet Martineau, Society in America,  at 




http://xroads.virginia.edu/~hyper/detoc/FEM/martineau.htm 




Read sections with headings:  POLITICAL NON-EXISTENCE OF WOMEN; 


Toil of Husbands and Idleness of Wives; WOMAN. General Treatise on the 


Education, Morals, Religion and Overprotection of Women

Fourth Theory Journal due in class

Tuesday , Oct. 28:
Women, Economics, and Family Life

Read:

--Charlotte Perkins Gilman, The Dependence of Women, in



 Kivisto—R&B, pp. 148-158  (Be sure to read the supplement I distributed in 


class with the short section that precedes the excerpt in the text).




--Harriet Martineau, Society in America, at 



http://xroads.virginia.edu/~hyper/detoc/FEM/martineau.htm



Read sections with headings:  MARRIAGE:  General Treatise on Money and 


Property Rights of Wives…; and OCCUPATION. General Treatise on Duties 


of Wives…

Wednesday, Oct 29: 
Women  and Their Contribution to Organized Society

Read:

--Jane Addams, Utilization of Women in City Government,

 in Kivisto—R&B, pp. 152 – 158.




--Dorothy Smith, Sociology from a Woman’s Experience:  A Reaffirmation,



In  Kivisto—R&B, pp. 373-383.



Mid Term Exam Distributed
Thursday, Oct.30:    Contemporary Feminist Theories of the Body



        --Judith Butler, Subversive Bodily Acts in Kivisto—R&B, pp. 355 - 362



        --Judith Lorber and Patricia Yancy Martin, The Socially Constructed Body:

Insights from Feminist Theory, in Kivisto—ISL, pp. 215 - 236. 

 


( Come prepared to discuss the questions p. 236)
Week Six:   November 3 – November 6

Things Fall Apart:  Fiction as Social Theory 
Monday, Nov. 3:
What we might learn from Fiction
Read:
--Howard Becker, Telling About Society (12pp) ERES


--Begin reading Chinue Achebe’s book Things Fall Apart.  Have completed at least through Chapter 8.


Fifth Theory Journal Due in Class
Tuesday , Nov. 4:
Continue Reading Things Fall Apart.  Complete at least through Chapter 13.

Don’t forget to turn in your general election ballots at the Union County building by today! (4th & K)
Wednesday, Nov. 5: 
Complete reading Things Fall Apart (through Ch. 25)



Evening Event:  Chinue Achebe (Interview with Bill Moyers) 7-9 p.m.




(place TBA) and Group Facilitation of Discussion

Thursday, Nov. 6:   What theory (or theories) can best explain election results?  



(Come prepared to discuss how, if at all, social theory can help us interpret what 


happened in Oregon and nationally. Browse some web analyses of the elections in 

preparation, looking for different political perspectives).

Week Seven: November  10 – November 13
Microsociology:  Insights from Interactionist and Dramaturgical Theory

Monday,  Nov. 10
Focus on “The Self” and Social Relationships
Read:
--George Herbert Mead, The Fusion of the “I” and the “Me” in Social Activities. In Kivisto—R&B, pp.180-184

--Alfred Schutz, Indirect Social Relationships,  Kivisto—R&B, pp. 266 – 271.


--Aron Gurwitsch, Partnership, in Kivisto—R&B, pp. 283-293




Mid Term Due in class
Tuesday, Nov. 11:
Symbolic Interaction and Dramaturgy

Read:  

--Herbert Blumer, Society as Symbolic Interaction, 

    in Kivisto—R&B, pp. 246- 252.

--Erving Goffman, Performances, in Kivisto—R&B, pp.253-258.

Wednesday, Nov. 12
Applying Interactionist Theory

Read:  

--Gary Alan Fine and Kent Sandstrom, Wild Thoughts:  An Interactionist

Analysis of Ideology, Emotion, and Nature,  in Kivisto—ISL,  pp. 249 – 269. (Be ready to discuss questions on pp. 269-270)

Thursday Nov. 13:  
Applying Dramaturgical Theory
Read:

--  Peter Kivisto and Dan Pittman, Goffman’s Dramaturgical 



Sociology:  Personal Sales and Service in a Commodified World,

 


 in Kivisto--ISL, pp. 271 - 291. (Be ready to discuss questions on p. 291).
Week Eight:   November November 17 – November 20
Runaway World: A Theory of Late Modernity

Monday, Nov. 17:
Globalization

Read:

--Anthony Giddens, Runaway World, Prefaces, Introduction and Chapter 1.

  pp. xi-xxxiii, 1-19

Sixth Theory Journal Due
Tuesday, Nov. 18: 
Risk and Tradition


Read:  

--Anthony Giddens, Runaway World, Chapters 2 and 3,pp. 20 – 50.




 --Ulrich Beck, Risk Society, Towards a New Modernity, in

   Kivisto—R&B, pp. 428 - 434



Evening Event:  Video and Seminar 
facilitation .  




video:  Thirst  ( global corporations and  local water supplies)
Wednesday, Nov. 19
 Family and Democracy

Read:

--Anthony Giddens, Runaway World, Chapters 4 and 5, pp. 51-82

Thursday,  Nov 20:
Globalization and the Impact of Technology



--Manuel Castells, Materials for an Exploratory Theory of the Network 



Society, in Kivisto—R&B, pp. 551-562.

Week Nine:  November 24 – November 27
Economic  and Religious Applications of Globalization Theory

Monday, Nov. 24: 
An economic perspective on  Globalization.


In-class video:  Outsourcing: White Collar Exodus
Thesis Statement  for Final Project and beginning list of resources due.

Tuesday, Nov. 25: 
Globalization Theory and the Clash of Globalizations


Read:

--Swatos, William, Globalization Theory and Religious Fundamentalism, in 


Kivisto—ISL, pp. 330 – 352.  (Be prepared to discuss questions on p. 352).
Wednesday, Nov. 26 and Thursday, Nov. 27: Thanksgiving Vacation
Week Ten:  December 1 – December 4
Fashion, Consumption, and Advertising—Theories of the Postmodern

Monday, Dec 1:  
Fashion and Consumption
Read: 

--Georg Simmel,  Fashion,  in Kivisto—R&B, pp.
108- 113


--Harriet Martineau, Dress and its Victims, in Kivisto—R&B,pp. 137 – 142



--brief contemporary selections from Fashion Theory, A Reader, ERES

Tuesday, Dec 2: 
Advertising, hyperreality and ambivalence?

Read:

   -- Baudrillard, Advertising, in Kivisto—R&B, pp. 443 – 448

In class video selections:  Synthetic Pleasures

Extra Credit Opportunity:  View and write a 2-page response to the video: The Ad and the Ego, or Advertising and the End of the World, both available on reserve at the library. 

Wednesday, Dec 3:  
What use is Social Theory? (lecture)

Bring two copies of your Critical Comparative Essay draft to share with two assigned peer reviewers.  You will each discuss your thesis, what you have produced so far, and point out where you need feedback and ideas.  Peers will review the drafts and return for further conversation Thursday.

Thursday, Dec 4:
Peer Review of Critical Comparative Essay

Bring the papers you reviewed to class so you can share your ideas with the 
authors. Write clearly on these papers, as the author will be submitting your 
assessments with his/her final essay.

The final exam period for Soc 454 will be Thursday, December 11 from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.  Your Critical Comparative Essay is due at that time.  You should come to the final exam period prepared to share your claims and conclusions with the class. 

