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SOC 480/ANTH 410 SOCIAL MOVEMENTS

Spring Quarter 2007

MTWR  2:00 – 2:50 p.m..*   Ackerman Hall, Room 105

*additional class times required

Instructor:  Professor Rosemary Powers

Office:  116 Ackerman Hall

Office Hours:  Mondays  and Wednesdays 11 a.m – 12 noon, and by appt.

Mailbox in room 202 Ackerman (Social Science Office)

Phone: 962-3819   e-mail: rpowers@eou.edu
Course Overview:
Social movements are “conscious, concerted, and sustained efforts by ordinary people to change some aspect of their society by using extra-institutional means. . . .They last longer than a single protest or riot.  There is more to them than formal organizations, although such organizations usually play a part.  They are composed mainly of ordinary people as opposed to army officers, politicians, or economic elites. They need not be explicitly political, but many are. They are protesting against something, either explicitly as in antiwar movements or implicitly as in the back to the land movement that is disgusted with modern urban and suburban life” (Goodwin and Jasper, 2003, p.3).  

Movements usually develop around issues that are extremely contentious, and participants sometimes resort to violent tactics to further their perspective. In this course we will focus on some of the large theoretical debates in the study of social movements, reading both empirical accounts of particular social movements and theoretical discussions of key issues. We will explore the answers provided by social researchers to the following questions:  why movements occur when they do, who joins or supports them, who remains or drops out, what movement participants think and feel, how movements are organized, what movements do, how the state and mass media influence movements, why they decline, and what changes they bring about. 
Required Texts:

Goodwin, Jeff and James M. Jasper, editors. (2003).  The Social Movements Reader:  Cases and Concepts. Malden, MA: Blackwell. (SMR in the syllabus)
Berger, Dan, Chesa Boudin, and Kenyon Farrow, editors. (2005)  Letters from Young Activists: Today’s Rebels Speak Out. New York, NY:  Avalon Books.

Kingsolver, Barbara (1996). Holding the Line:  Women in the Great Arizona Mine Strike of 1983. Ithaca, NY : ILR Press.
Articles on Electronic Reserve are noted in the syllabus as (ERES).
Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes:  
Objectives:  By participating in this course, students will:
· Examine the general dynamics of social movements including originating impulses, membership, organizational aspects, disengagement and decline, and legacies (social, political and cultural effects);
· Be introduced to major sociological theories regarding social movement organization, including resource mobilization, frame analysis, repertoires of protest, new social movements, and collective identity;
· Learn about the responses of the state, other social institutions, and the general public to the strategies of social movement activists;

· Strengthen their communication skills by engaging in scholarly debate;

· Apply theoretical concepts in analyzing the dynamics of a chosen social movement;
.
Outcomes:  

By participating actively in this course, students should:
1. Understand the dynamics of social movement organization;

2. Be able to identify and discuss major sociological theories regarding the development and process of social movement organization;

3. Demonstrate their understanding of social movement dynamics through analyzing and presenting the history and effects of a chosen social movement;

4. Have basic tools to assist social movement organizations in setting goals and evaluating strategies;
5. Be able to interact constructively with social movement organizations as a citizen or as a worker for an organization required to respond to social movement initiatives.

Grading will be based on the following:
A. Daily Reading Notes and Class Participation (30%)
B. Letters to Young Activists (20%)
C. Social Movement Analysis:  A three-part assignment (4th part optional) 45%
D. Oral presentation on chosen social movement (5%)
This course will be graded on a plus/minus basis as follows:

98-100 = A+;  94-97= A; 90-93 = A-; 87-89 = B+;  84 – 86 = B; 80 - 83 = B-; 77 - 79 = C+; 74-76 = C; 70-73 = C-; 67 - 69 = D+; 64-66 = D; 60-63 = D-; under 60 = F.  All grades assume a "C" represents satisfactory work.  You must receive at least a C- for the course to count towards the upper division elective requirements of the Anthropology/Sociology major.
Assessment Detail and special instructions:

A. Daily Reading Notes and Class Participation (30%)

This course is designed as a seminar and will only be successful if you engage actively with the assigned materials.  You should come to class prepared to discuss the authors' arguments and your reaction to their perspectives.  Each day you should prepare a one-page response to the questions related to the readings assigned for that day from The Social Movements Reader or to ideas in the assigned chapters of Holding the Line and prepare a follow-up question about the readings.  You will be responsible to help facilitate seminar discussions using these responses and questions.  You are expected to attend every class meeting, and absences (except for medically documented emergencies, illnesses or death of family member) will mean a reduction in your participation grade. Reading notes will be collected and recorded at the beginning of class each day as evidence of your participation. 
B.  Letters to Young Activists (20%)
Five times during the term, you will write a two-page minimum typed letter that responds to one of the Letters from Young Activists, using specific cited materials from course readings and, if appropriate, your own ongoing research on a specific social movement.  You may decide to actually send these letters, but that is not required.  Information about the authors of the letters in this text, and the organizations and movements with which they are affiliated, can be found at the back of the book. These “letters” will be worth 5% each, and I will drop the lowest score in calculating your final grade. (Note:  There is also an Internet site related to this text at http://www.myspace.com/lettersfromyoungactivistswhich provides an opportunity for on-going interaction with activists.
C.  Social Movement Analysis (45%).
This assignment asks you to pick a specific social movement and use the framing questions from The Social Movements Reader to follow the movement’s development, strategies and impacts.  The project will be presented in three parts, each worth 15% of your grade.  You may choose to revise these papers into an optional final paper that will then be averaged with the other papers for your grade for the project.  Details will be provided early in the term.  Due dates for the papers can be found in the syllabus.  The optional paper will be due on June 13 during the final exam period 10 am – 12 noon.  During the final week of the course, students will share their findings and assessment of their chosen social movement with the class.
D.  Oral Presentation on Social Movement (5%)

During the final week of the course, you will share your research on the specific social movement with the class.  This should be organized in a way that helps all of us understand the dynamics and effects of this movement. You should provide the class with a written summary/outline and bibliography.  

Commitment to Scholarship:

•  In keeping with the Carnegie rule for academic expectations, students should devote a minimum of two hours per hour of class to outside reading and preparation for class.  Since this is a five-credit course, and we meet only four hours per week, the fifth hour will be devoted to special evening films screenings and outside research on your chosen social movement. 
•  As with all academic work, students should claim authorship only for their own work and give credit (with citations and acknowledgments) when using the work of others.

•  Readings assigned for a particular date should be read in preparation for that class period.  Regarding written work, no late papers will be accepted without penalty (exceptions will be medically documented illness and death in the family).  Please contact me as soon as possible about these exceptions.

General Rules, Guidelines, and Special Needs: 

•  Keep copies of all work until you receive official notice of your course grade. 

•  According to the EOU Catalog, "Minimum elements of appropriate classroom decorum include: punctuality, courtesy, civility, purposefulness, and integrity." While I encourage strong expressions of disagreement, I will expect your conversation with me and one another to be respectful at all times.

•  All written assignments must be double-spaced and submitted in a word-processed format using a 12-point font and 1" margins. Because errors in formal writing influence readers’ opinions of you as a writer, make sure to check grammar and spelling before printing a final copy. 

• Regarding academic misconduct:  Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars.  Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation, or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university—or a combination of these (Please see Section II of the Student Handbook :  Campus Citizenship (Academic, on line at http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/sect2.html
•  Plagiarism, representing someone else's ideas or words as your own, is a serious academic offense. Use APA citation format to cite all ideas or words belonging to others that you include in your own writing. Your own work should significantly exceed the quantity of citations and build new ideas upon them. As a general rule, provide quotation marks (and appropriate citation) when you use more than three consecutive words from someone else’s work.

•  No work from another course may be used for credit in this course without prior permission from both instructors. 

•  If you have a documented disability or think that you may have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.   

• If you are a parent with small children, please know that your children are welcome in my class if you have an emergency situation, and I am willing to work with you on alternative assignments if you must miss class because of a sick child or family emergency.

• EOU has committed itself to providing a safe campus for all students.  However, we know that students have experienced sexual harassment and sexual assault, and may not know how to find support in dealing with these issues.  I want you to know that I am willing to be an ally and an advocate for you or someone you know. 
•  Please take advantage of my posted office hours or make an appointment to speak with me about your work.  I want you to succeed in this course, and have set aside those times explicitly to assist you.  

•  E-Mail policy:  You should have an EOU e-mail address and check it frequently.  It will be a primary way for me to reach you with important information about our course.  The highlighted notice on the EOU homepage at http://www.eou.edu/ points to the policy description at http://www.eou.edu/comp/student/email. The easiest way to request more information is by sending an e-mail to helpdesk@eou.edu
COURSE CALENDAR

Week One: April 2 – April 5 

When and Why Do Social Movements Occur?
Monday, April 2:

Introducing the study of Social Movements
Introductions, review of syllabus/calendar
Tuesday, April 3:

Why do they emerge when they do?
Read:
--Part I:  Introduction:  Editors Introduction SMR, pp. 3-7,

--Part II:  When and Why Do Social Movements Occur? Introduction and Discussion Questions SMR, pp. 9- 14

--This April…Red and Blue go GREEN by McKibben (handout)

Wednesday, April 4:

The Civil Rights and the Women’s Movement
Read: 

 --The Civil Rights Movement by Blumberg, SMR, pp. 15-21.



 --The Womens’ Movement by Freeman, SMR, pp. 22-31
Browse:Jo Freeman’s website at http://www.jofreeman.com/ (good links to various civil rights events as well with historical photos)

Check out the on-line database in Pierce Library entitled Women and Social Movements.  Click on the Social Movements  link for a large number of primary sources related to women’s movements and women’s action in other movements for social change.

Civil Rights  Movement Photographic History   http://www.abbeville.com/civilrights/index.asp 

The Civil Rights movement in Florida:  Memory project 

  
http://www.floridamemory.com/OnlineClassroom/PhotoAlbum/civil_rights.cfm
Thursday, April 5:

Gay Liberation and  the  Iranian Revolution
Read:

--The Gay Liberation Movement by D’Emilio, SMR,pp32 -37
--The Iranian Revolution by Kurzman, SMR, pp. 38 – 48
Browse:  Google search using “Stonewall and Beyond” for a wide-ranging 

photo exhibition of the origins of the Gay Liberation Movement

Google search using “Blood and Fire Iranian.com” or type in
http://www.iranian.com/Times/Subs/Revolution/Feb99/roozhaa.html
Check out the song “Someday” by Iranian-Canadian Nazarin on  myspace at http://www.myspace.com/nazaninmusic. The song criticizes the 1978
Iranian revolution as regressive  and seeks “progressive revolution.”
Week Two: April 9 – April 12

Who Joins or Supports Movements? 
Monday, April 9:

Framers and Activists
Read:


-- Part III introduction, and questions SMR, pp. 52-54



--Preface and Introduction:  Letters from Young Activists, 
   pp. xiii-xxxii. 
Browse: Check out the website related to this book at http://www.myspace.com/lettersfromyoungactivists
Generation on Fire:  Voices of Protest from the 1960s: An Oral History http://www.generationonfire.com

  
Evening Video: 
Berkeley in the Sixties  7-9pm  place TBA
Tuesday,April 10: 

  Recruits and Changing Political Participation
Read:


--Recruits to Civil Rights Activism by McAdam, SMR, pp.55-63
--Changing values in Post Industrial Societies by Inglehart, SMR,  

   pp. 64-71.
Wednesday, April 11:
 
Video selections Freedom on My Mind

Thursday, April 12

Middle Class Radicals and Christian Patriots
Read:
--  Middle Class Radicalism and Environmentalism by Cotgrove 


     and Duff, SMR, pp. 72- 80


--Christian Patriots by Aho, SMR, pp. 81-88

.

  

First Letter to Young Activist due in class
Week Three: April 16 – April 19 Commitment to the Movement:

Who Stays, Who Goes, and What is Required of Members?
Monday, April 16

Who Remains in Movements and Who Drops Out?


Read:
--Part IV Introduction and Discussion questions SMR, pp. 91-93

--Generating Commitment Among Students by Hirsch, SMR, pp. 94-102

Browse:  University Divestment  Campaigns

http://www.ucdivest.org/, http://columbiadivest.org/sig_list.html



Tuesday, April 17

Sustaining Commitment and Disengaging from Movements


Read:

--Sustaining Commitment among Radical Feminists, by Whittier, 





   SMR, pp. 103- 115




--Disengaging from Movements by Klandermans, SMR, 

   pp. 116-127

Wednesday, April 18

What Do Movement Participants Think and Feel?


Read:

--Part V Introduction and questions SMR, pp. 129 -132
--World Views of  Pro- and Anti-Abortion Activists by Luker,

    SMR, pp. 134-146

Thursday, April 19  

Ideological Purity and Emotions
Read:

--Ideological Purity and the Women’s Movement by Mansbridge,

   SMR, pp. 147-152
--The Emotions of Protest by Jasper, SMR, pp. 153-162
Second Letter to Young Activist due in Class
Week Four: April 23 – April 26 

 How Are Movements Organized?
Monday, April 23:

Mobilizing Resources


Read:

--Part VI Introduction and questions, SMR, pp. 165 – 167




--Social Movement Organization by McCarthy and Zald, SMR, 

   pp. 169 – 186

--Be ready to apply McCarthy and Zald’s analysis to handout from week 
   one:    This April…Red and Blue go GREEN by McKibben 

Tuesday, April 24:

Developing Repertoires of Meaning
Read:

 
--Organizational Repertoires by Clemens, SMR, pp.187-201
Evening Video:  Step by Step  7 – 9  Place TBA

Wednesday, April 25:

Focus on Global Issues

Read:


--Transnational Environmental Activism by Wapner, SMR, 

    pp. 202-209
--Affinity Groups and the Movement Against Corporate 

   Globalization by Finnegan SMR, pp. 210 – 218.

Thursday, April 26:

Video:  This is what Democracy Looks Like  
Social Movement Analysis Paper # 1 due in class
Week Five:  April 30 – May 3 

What Do Movements Do? 
Monday, April 30:  

Repertoires of Protest 

Read:

--Part VII Introduction and questions, SMR, pp.221-223


--Protest Tactics by Alinsky, SMR, pp. 225-228


--Tactical Innovation in the Civil Rights Movement by Morris, 



SMR, pp. 228-233

Tuesday, May 1:
Video:  “We Were Warriors”  from  PBS series: A Force More Powerful 
Wednesday, May 2:  

Organizing around issues of identity--Sexuality
Read:


--The Strategic Uses of Identity by the Lesbian and Gay Movement 





    by Bernstein, SMR,  pp. 234 – 248
Thursday, May 3:

Organizing around issues of identity—Religion


Read:


--Discursive Activism by Catholic Feminists by Katzenstein, SMR, 





   pp. 249 – 253.

--Preaching Revolution by Exley (ERES) pp. 20 – 25.

Third Letter to Young Activist due in class
Week Six:  May 7 – May 10 

How Do the State and Mass Media Influence Movements?
Monday, May 7:
Political Opportunities and Constraints
Read:


--Part VIII Introduction and questions, SMR, pp. 257-260



--The “Smothering” Allies of the Nuclear Freeze Movement by

    Meyer, SMR, pp. 261- 267
 

Tuesday, May 8:

Responding to Repression: The Farmworkers’ Movement

Read:


-Farmworkers’ Movements in Changing Political Contexts, by 





   Jenkins and Perrow, SMR, pp. 268-282




--Another Look at Farmworker Mobilization by Ganz, SMR, 

   pp. 283-300
Wednesday, May 9

The Black Panthers:  Threat to State Power?

Read:


A  variety of documents on the Black Panther Party and the FBI’s 
COINTEL program at 

 http://www.civilrightsteaching.org/Handouts/BPPhandout.pdf
(NOTE:   print and read pages 1-3, 6-7, 10-22, 24-25).
Browse:  The Black Panther Research Project at  http://www.stanford.edu/group/blackpanthers/
   http://www.marxists.org/history/usa/workers/black-panthers/
-- Current news (January 2007) Check out new prosecution of Black Panthers

http://www.democracynow.org/article.pl?sid=07/01/26/1559250

In class Video selections:
Eyes on the Prize
Thursday, May 10

Coverage you can’t control:  The Media Makes the “News”




Read:

--The Media in the Unmaking of the New Left by Gitlin, SMR, 





   pp.301-311

Evening Video:  The Weather Underground   7-9 pm Place TBA
Social Movement Analysis Paper # 2 due in class
Week Seven:  May 14 – May 17

Applying Social Movement Theories:

Holding the Line:  Women in the Great Arizona Mine Strike of 1983

Monday, May 14:  
Kingsolver,  Holding the Line --Introduction, Chapters 1 and 2


Tuesday, May 15:
Kingsolver, Holding the Line -- Chapters 3, through  5

Evening Video:  Salt of the Earth  7-9 pm  Place TBA

Wednesday, May 16:
Kingsolver, Holding the Line --  Chapters  6 through 9

Thursday, May 17:  
Kingsolver, Holding the Line – Chapters 10 through 12 and Epilogue
Fourth Letter to young activist due in class
Week Eight:  May 21 – May 24  

Why Do Movements Decline?
Monday, May 21

Challenges for the Labor Movement


Read:


--Part IX Introduction and questions, SMR, pp. 315-317



--The Decline of the Labor Movement by Sexton, SMR,
    pp. 318-327
Tuesday, May 22

Challenges for the Women’s Movement
Read:
--The Decline of the Women’s Movement by Epstein, SMR, pp. 328-334.
Wednesday, May 23:
Spring Symposium.  No Class.  Please attend as much of this as you can to be supportive of students who are presenting their work.  To receive credit for this day, please prepare a 2-3 page reflection on what you attended, and submit it by class on Tuesday, May 29.

Thursday, May 24:

Challenges for Identity Politics 

Read:


-- The Dilemmas of Identity Politics by Gamson, SMR,

    pp. 335 - 344
Fifth Letter to Young Activist due in class
Week Nine: May 28 – May 31

What Changes Do Movements Bring About?

Monday, May 28:
Memorial Day.  No Class
Tuesday, May 29:
What is success?

Read:

--Part X Introduction and questions, SMR, pp. 345-346

--Defining Movement “Success” by Gamson, SMR, pp. 349-352..
Reflection piece on Spring Symposium due in class

Wednesday,  May 30:   Success and the Role of the State
Read:

--The Case of Huey Long and The New Deal by Amenta, 



Dunleavy and Bernstein, SMR, pp. 353 -
Thursday, May 31:   Effects on Culture

Read:

 -Movements and Cultural Change by Eyerman and Jamison, 




 SMR, pp. 367 – 369

Browse:
A site devoted to the folk music of Malvina Reynolds: 

http://www.wku.edu/~smithch/MALVINA/homep.htm
Music of Social Change http://metascholar.org/MOSC/weblinks.html

Protest Songs and Social Movements http://everything2.com/index.pl?node_id=1456809


Week Ten:  June 4 – June 7 

Assessing Social Movements: What Have We Learned?
Monday, June 4:
Research day to prepare your presentations.  I will be available in my 




office  for consultation
Tuesday, June 5:  
Presentations
Social Movement Analysis Paper # 3 due in class

Wednesday, June 6:
Presentations
Thursday, June 7:           Presentations

 
The final Exam Period is Wednesday, June 13, from  10 am – 12 noon in ACK 105. 
If you are submitting a fourth paper that revises your three-part analysis into a single final paper, you must submit it at this time.  This paper will be graded and your final grade for the research project will be the average of the four papers submitted.  Revising your previous papers using my feedback is a good way to raise your grade for this major assignment, but is not required.  This is also a good way to polish a paper that can demonstrate your research and writing ability when you are asked to submit a writing sample as part of a graduate school application. 
While we do not have a final exam as such, we are required to meet during the final exam period.  We will determine together the activity to take place during that time.
