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Sociology 455 

The Practice of Social Research

Fall Quarter 2007

Time/place TBA 

Professor Rosemary Powers

116 Ackerman Hall  :  Mailbox in 202 Ackerman

Office Hours: Tuesdays, 12 – 1:00 234 LOSO the learning center

Thursdays,9 – 10 a.m. and by appointment

phone: 962-3819   e-mail:  rpowers@eou.edu

Course Text:  There will be no specific  text for this course.  I have a large library of books on various research methods in my office and am happy to share these with you.  Stop by to peruse the books and borrow what you think may help you as you design or continue your project.    I will put a few articles on electronic reserve as we discuss the different challenges of doing an actual research project.  
Course Description:  

This three-credit course fulfills part of the research credits required of students with the sociology emphasis in the Anthropology/Sociology major. Students will normally complete the required 5 credits with SOC 456 Social Research Analysis (2 credits) in Winter term 2008.  

Students participating in this seminar who are enrolled in SOC 401-Research, or SOC 405 Reading and Conference will receive credit as stipulated in the independent research agreement between student and professor.

With a primary focus on qualitative research methods, this course will be especially useful for students attracted to fieldwork, ethnography, historical research, and narrative analysis.  Students planning to conduct surveys will be expected to include in-person interviews as part of their plan.  
During the fall term, students will apply a chosen research method to designing and carrying out an independent research project.  Projects will involve collection of primary data (based on fieldwork, surveys, etc.) and/or secondary data (based on library research, etc.).
Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes:

•  Students will demonstrate the ability to prepare a prospectus for an independent social research project--including literature review, development of research questions and hypotheses, and determination of appropriate methodology to carry out the study.

•  Students will be able to discuss problems faced by other social researchers, including access issues, ethics, the role of the researcher in relation to the “subjects” of research and issues about the quality and presentation of evidence.

•  Students will have reflected critically on their experience as researchers.

•  Students will have completed data collection and preliminary findings for their project.

SOC 455 Means of Assessment:

A.  Research Prospectus: 15%

B.  Participation in weekly seminars:  25%

C. Submission of evidence of research progress (Field notes/updates) (3 times) 30%

D. Initial Research Report (to include introduction, literature review, section on methods, preliminary findings, initial analytical reflections, bibliography and appropriate appendices:  30%  

For students planning to complete their projects in one quarter, the research paper will also include a strong discussion section (in-depth interpretation of findings using sociological concepts), an abstract, and an appropriate conclusion.  (The agreement with students will stipulate the percentage allocated to each element of assessment).

This course will be graded on a plus/minus basis as follows:

98-100 = A+;  94-97= A; 90-93 = A-; 87-89 = B+; 80 - 83 = B-; 77 - 79 = C+; 74-76 = C; 70-73 = C-; 67 - 69 = D+; 64-66 = D; 60-63 = D-; under 60 = F.  All grades assume a "C" represents satisfactory work.  A grade of C- is required for this course to be counted towards the major.

SOC 401, SOC 405, or LS 401 Means of Assessment:

For students taking this course under the 401 or 405 prefix, you should meet with me during the first week of the term to design the syllabus and calendar to meet your goals and my expectations for these courses.  You will include participation in this weekly seminar as part of the expectations for your course.  We will establish a learning contract that we will both sign, and that will be the basis of your final grade for the course.  

If you are completing course work for a past quarter for which you received either an “I” or an “X”, you should meet with me to establish the calendar by which you plan to complete your work.

SOC 455  Special Instructions:

A.  Research Prospectus:  15%     Due: Date by mutual agreement

Students should review the proposal prepared in Winter 2007 for SOC 327 (or other quarter if you took this course earlier) and make appropriate changes. You may choose a new topic and request additional time to prepare your prospectus.   For this assignment, you will submit a written prospectus (4-6 pages) to include: 

1. The research question(s) and concepts you plan to investigate

2. A literature review

3. The method(s) of investigation

4. A proposed calendar of data collection for the term

B. Participation in weekly seminars:  25% 


Students are expected to meet in a weekly seminar for discussion of individual research projects and the course text. You should plan to attend all sessions to receive the highest possible participation grade.  Absences for illness will be excused with documentation.

C.  Evidence of research progress: 30%   Due  three times during the term

Three times this term, you will submit field-notes or other data-collection materials and a written discussion of your progress and thinking about the project. If you are not conducting field research, your notes should indicate how you are progressing with the project.  The reflection on the project should focus on your experiences as a researcher, the problems you are encountering, and the sociological patterns you are beginning to see as you conduct the project.  The reflection portion should be typed and from 2-4 pages in length. The field notes or other data do not need to be typed, but should be stapled or submitted in a binder and pages should be numbered.  

D.  Initial Research Report:  30% Due last seminar date for peer review
In order to receive a grade for the fall term and to be prepared to begin the formal analysis of your research findings during the next quarter, you must first prepare an initial document detailing what you discovered as a result of your efforts this quarter.  You will be given specific instructions regarding how to present this assignment.  Length will vary based on the method you used, but you should expect this to be from 6-12 pages.

Commitment to Scholarship:

•  In keeping with the Carnegie rule for college classes, students should devote a minimum of two hours per hour of credit to outside reading and research.  As a three credit course, the expectation for student hours of work is therefore 90 hours.  Each week, we will meet for one hour in seminar.  You should schedule other individual meetings with me as you develop your project and begin data collection.  You should then expect to devote between 5 and 8 hours each week outside of class or meetings with me on project design and data collection.  

As with all academic work, students should claim authorship only for their own work and give credit (with appropriate citations and acknowledgments) when using the work of others.

•  Readings assigned for a particular date should be read in preparation for that class period.  Regarding written work, I will expect you to follow the schedule of due dates provided in the calendar.  If you do not do this, I cannot promise to provide the feedback you need to help you meet the writing and analytic standards for this course.  You will also be unable to complete the work in a timely manner, which can delay the completion of the course and in some instances may delay your expected graduation date.  So…make this course a priority.  Set aside time each week that is “sacred” to work on this course,  and do not procrastinate!

Calendar:

Week Two:  October 1-Oct. 5:

Getting Started:  Plans and Approvals
Oct. 3:  3: 00 p.m. Seminar Date

Organizational meeting:  Come prepared to discuss your plans for the term.

Check out the EOU website on Research and Sponsored Programs, and bring a draft copy of a human subjects review form to the next seminar.  If you have one from last spring, and nothing has changed, you can submit that with any date changes needed. EOU’s Research and Sponsored Programs website is at  http://www.eou.edu/orsp/orsphome.html .  Copy the material you find under “Human Subjects Review,” and then go to “ORSP forms” and download the human subjects proposal form.  You can also type your draft on the computer if you choose the “Word” format.   Complete your human subjects form and return to me as soon as possible.  We will  need to get approval before you can begin your work.

Check out the handy research guide on-line: http://web.mit.edu/ssilbey/www/pdf/intern_to_research.pdf

and be prepared to discuss the ethics section in relation to your own proposed research topic.

Week Three:  October 8 – October 12: Gathering Data:  Starting Where You Are

________________Seminar Date
Review your Literature review and preferred research methods created for SOC 327, and come prepared to discuss how you will work to make this more comprehensive.  If you are starting a new project or plan major revisions, find and be able to report on at least one scholarly study done on your topic 

Week Four:  October 15 – October 19:  Prospectus discussion and updates
_____________Seminar date

Bring draft of Research Prospectus to discuss in seminar.

Provide copies for each seminar participant of your proposed research/work schedule for the quarter (a one page time line/matrix kind of schedule of when you hope to do each part of the work).

Prospectus due on date mutually determined.

If you are already conducting research, be prepared to give a report of your progress.
Week Five:  October 22– October 26 : Getting in and  Logging Data

______________Seminar date

Come prepared to discuss issues of access (if an ethnographic project)  and how you are keeping notes  and gathering data (for any project).

First Reflection paper due
Week Six:  October 29 – November 1:  Getting Along

_________________ Seminar date

Come prepared to discuss your relationship with people in the setting, or your relationship with the sources you are using as you do your research.

Week Seven:  November 5 – November 9 : Field notes and drafts
______________Seminar date:

Submit field notes, second reflection paper

Be sure to vote by November 6
Week Eight:  November 12 – November 16: Focusing Data—Thinking Topics

______________Seminar date:

Come with ideas about the patterns you are seeing in your data and themes you have identified as you do your research

Directions for Writing-Up Initial Research Report distributed

Week Nine:  November 19 – November 20: Focusing Data—Asking Questions

_____________Seminar date:

Read:  Analyzing Social Settings, Chapter 7, (pp. 144 – 166)

.

Third Reflection Paper with field notes due.  Please come with a revised calendar of what you expect to have completed by the end of this term.  Attach this as part of your Third Reflection Paper.

Thanksgiving Vacation (Wednesday through Friday)

Week Ten:  November 26– November 29: Project Update and Peer Review

______________Seminar date: 

Draft of Initial Research Report due for peer review.  Bring  two copies of whatever you have completed for this term’s work.  You will discuss your work in class, distribute your papers and set a time to meet outside of class to provide feedback to one another on your paper.
To be graded for fall quarter, your Initial Research Report for SOC 455 or the completed work for other prefixes must be in my mailbox by or before 5:00 p.m. Dec.7  , 2007. 
