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SOC 440  --   Religion and Violence

Fall Quarter 2006

MTWR  2:00 – 2:50 p.m. Ackerman Hall 103

Dr. Rosemary Powers

116 Ackerman Hall

Phone: 962-3819; e-mail: rpowers@eou.edu. 

Web page: http://www2.eou.edu/~rpowers/ 

Mailbox in room 202 Ackerman

Office hours:

Tuesday , 11:00 a.m. – 12 noon,  Thursday, 12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m. and by appointment.

Prerequisites and other notes:

Upper division standing or consent of instructor, SOC 204 or ANTH 101 or consent of  instructor.  Several additional meeting times required.  Conflicts should be individually negotiated with instructor.

Course Description:

From the fires of the Inquisition to nerve gas on the Tokyo subway, and from the Crusades to the attacks on the World Trade Center, religion and violence have been intimately related throughout human history. Where does this phenomenon come from, and how should we understand it? Who are the violent extremists who appear daily in headlines around the world, and what kind of religious beliefs could cause a person to behave so destructively?  This course will examine the relationship between religion and violence in various historical contexts—exploring the ways violence often seems to lie at the very heart of religion.  This will be a seminar-style, discussion-based course. Most of your work will consist of reading and discussing—in written and oral form—widely varying treatments of religious violence. In general, there will be no lecturing. 

Required Readings:

1. Selengut, Charles.  (2003).  Sacred Fury:  Understanding Religious Violence.  Walnut Creek, CA:  Alta Mira Press.  ISBN 0759103623.

2. Juergensmeyer, Mark.  (2003).  Terror in the Mind of God:  The Global Rise of Religious Violence.  3rd Edition. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press. ISBN: 052024011-1.

3. Adnan, Etel. (1989).  Sitt Marie Rose.  (Second Edition). Translated from the French by Georgina Kleege.  Sausalito, CA:  Post-Apollo Press.
4. Electronic Reserve (ERES): Additional articles will be placed on electronic reserve and students will be expected to read them by accessing ERES (link is on Pierce Library Home page.  Find articles under SOC 440 link).  When available, articles will be provided using links to the Internet.

Course Objectives:

The course will provide opportunities for students to:

· Develop skills in analyzing, critiquing, and drawing inferences from acts of religious violence and media coverage of such events;

· Understand and analyze the arguments of scholars of religion about religious violence, drawing on a variety of sources and contexts;

· Apply sociological concepts regarding symbols and meaning, power and control, stratification and globalization to cases of religious violence;

· Strengthen their ability to make critical judgments and formulate their own arguments about religious violence and contemporary life;

· Demonstrate the ability to present their acquired knowledge in a variety of formats.

.

Learning Outcomes:

By successful participation in this course, students will be able to:

· understand the complicated relationships between religion, politics and violence;

· bring an informed perspective to media representations of violent events associated with religion;

· be able to analyze cases of religious violence using sociological concepts and approaches;

· demonstrate their understanding of course ideas through informal and formal writing, discussion, and major course project.
General Rules, Guidelines, and Special Needs: 

•  Course Calendar:  I  reserve the right to make adjustments in the course schedule. In no case will you be expected to complete assignments or readings earlier than scheduled.

•  Keep copies of all work until you receive official notice of your course grade. 

•  According to the EOU Catalog, "Minimum elements of appropriate classroom decorum include: punctuality, courtesy, civility, purposefulness, and integrity." If you must arrive late or leave early, try to be as quiet as possible.  Regarding courtesy and civility, while I encourage strong expressions of disagreement, I expect your conversations with me and with one another to be respectful at all times.

•  Written assignments must be double-spaced and submitted in a word-processed format using a 12-point font and 1" margins. Because errors in formal writing influence readers’ opinions of you as a writer, make sure to check grammar and spelling before printing a final copy. 

•  Regarding academic misconduct: Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct  (including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies),  may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation, or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university--or a combination of these (Please see the on-line Student Handbook at http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/index.html and check under campus citizenship--both academic and  behavior).
•  Plagiarism, representing someone else's ideas or words as your own, is a serious academic offense. Use APA citation format to cite all ideas or words belonging to others that you include in your own writing. Your own work should significantly exceed the quantity of citations and build new ideas upon them. As a general rule, provide quotation marks (and appropriate citation) when you use more than three 
consecutive words from someone else’s work. For directions on how to make proper citations go to the EOU ‘s Writing Lab page at http://www2.eou.edu/writelab/  click on “Resources for Writers, ”click on “Research and Documentation,” select “Hacker, Research and Documentation,” and finally select “Social Sciences” from the menu.  Read this information over carefully and bookmark it for future use.  For other plagiarism resources, see the plagiarism section of the English/Writing links page at http://www2.eou.edu/engwrite/links.html#plagiarism.
•  No work from another course may be used for credit in this course without prior permission from the instructor. 

•  If you have a documented disability or think that you may have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.
•  If you are a parent with small children, please know that your children are welcome in my class if you have an emergency situation, and I am willing to work with you on alternative assignments if you must miss class because of a sick child or family emergency.
• EOU has committed itself to providing a safe campus for all students.  However, we know that students have experienced sexual harassment and sexual assault, and may not know how to find support in dealing with these issues.  I want you to know that I am willing to be an ally and an advocate for you or someone you know. 

•  Please take advantage of my posted office hours or make an appointment to speak with me about your work.  I want you to succeed in this course, and have set aside those times especially to assist you.
Commitment to Scholarship:
In keeping with the Carnegie rule for academic expectations, students should devote a minimum of three hours per course credit.  You should plan for a minimum of 15 hours per week for this course (including class time).

Requirements and Means of Assessment 

Assessment will be based on the following:

A. Seminar and discussion group participation:  25%

B. Weekly Informal Journals:  40%

C. Small Group Presentation and Facilitation: 5%

D. Mid-Term:  15%

E. Whole class final project:  15%

Assessment Detail:  

A. Seminar and  Discussion Group Participation: 25%

This course is designed to emphasize classroom discussion and will only be successful if you read the assigned materials.  You should come to class prepared to explore the authors' arguments and your reaction to their perspectives.  You will be expected to be able to give brief summaries of articles and respond to specific questions on a daily basis and to help facilitate class discussions.  You are expected to attend every class meeting, as your participation grade will be based significantly on class attendance.  Since this is a 5 credit course, and we meet regularly only four days each week, you will be expected to attend evening videos outside of class and group planning sessions/presentation for the whole class project  to fulfill the 5 credit requirement. Attendance at these meetings is mandatory, and exceptions (for employment or other serious conflicts) must be negotiated with the professor before the meeting dates.

About the readings: 

•  A standard expectation for a week’s scholarly reading in undergraduate social science courses is 100-150 pages. You should expect assigned readings within that range.  

•  I have prepared a varied and full menu of readings for this course.  I do not expect you to read everything. I do expect you to read thoughtfully and to stretch yourselves intellectually.  The more you read, the more you will be rewarded by the interaction with interesting and provocative authors. Also, the more you read, the more data you will have to produce quality discussion and writing yourself.  Your task is not to impress your professor or peers with how much you have read. Rather, your job is to carefully consider the arguments being put forward by these authors, and to develop or revise your own ideas on the course topic. 

B. Weekly Informal Journals :  40%

This course also requires regular informal writing.  For this class, you will submit a journal each of 8 weeks of the class (5 points for each journal).  This may be handwritten or typed, but if I cannot easily read your writing, I will ask you to type it for me.  Each day as you prepare for class, you should take notes on what you are reading, mark excerpts that make you think, and raise questions for class discussion.  I will collect Journals on Thursdays beginning on Sept. 28, and I will expect a journal entry for each day we have class.  These can be more or less formal, but should indicate that you are reading the materials and preparing for class. In all cases, you should provide the title, author, and page numbers of the readings to which you are responding at the top of your journal entry.  
Be sure to look for the author’s argument and the evidence the author uses, and then apply your good sociological minds to providing your own response to what you read.  Try to help all of us to see how the readings relate to our themes, and help draw our attention to ideas that stand out—as important, difficult, confusing, or unconvincing.  
C.  Class presentation/facilitation:  5%  

 During week two, you will join several other classmates to guide class discussion of one of the cases of religious violence we will be investigating during the quarter.  Your grade on this assignment will be based on your engagement with and insight into the case as reflected by a brief presentation and the questions you raise.  
 D.  Mid-Term Exam: 15%

This in-class exam will be an opportunity for you to demonstrate your ability to apply sociological analysis to instances of religious violence.  Specific details will follow.

E.  Whole Class Final Project:  15%

We will make decisions as a group on this project early in the quarter.  It will involve producing a public event (or series of events) on the theme of our course, with the goal of helping the wider community to understand the issues from a sociological point of view.   You will be evaluated on your individual engagement with the planning, and your specific work in carrying out the agreed-upon goals.
Grading:

Grading for this course will be based on a plus (+) and minus (-) grading system as follows::  A = 94-100, A-  = 93-90, B+ =  89-87, B = 86-84, B-  = 83-80, C+  = 79-77, C = 76-74, C-  = 73-70, D+  = 69-67, D =  66-64, D-  = 63-0, 59 and below =  F.   You must receive at least a C- grade in order for this course to count towards the upper division elective requirement in sociology.

Course Calendar
Week 1:  September 25 – September 28
Introducing the Study of Religion, Violence and Terror
Monday, Sept. 25:  Course Expectations, Overview

Documents Review:  Final instructions to the 9/11 hijackers, G. Bush address, 10/7/01, Osama Bin Laden address, 10/7/01

Tuesday, Sept. 26:
Religion, Terror, and Cultures of Violence

Read: 
SELENGUT, Introduction, pp. 1-15



JUERGENSMEYER,  Preface (pp. xi and xii ) and Chapter 1, pp 3-15

Wednesday, Sept. 27:  Fighting for God:  Scriptural Obligations and Holy Wars


Read:  Selengut, Chapter 1, pp. 17 – 48.

Thursday, Sept. 28: Class Meeting to plan small group tasks for next week.

Bring:  Jurgensmeyer text and your own calendar. You’ll have to meet at least once outside of class before your presentation next week.
First Informal Journal Due in Class

Week 2:  October 2 – October 5
The Psychology of Religious Violence and Specific Case Studies
Monday,Oct. 2:  Psychological Perspectives

Read:   Selengut, Chapter 2, pp. 49 – 94
Tuesday:  Oct. 3:   Soldiers for Christ


Read:  JUERGENSMEYER, Chapter 2 , pp.19 - 43  

Facilitation by Group I
Wednesday, Oct. 4:  Zion Betrayed and Islam’s Neglected Duty


Read:  JUERGENSMEYER,  Chapter 3, pp. 45 –60  and Chapter 4, pp. 61 -84

Facilitation by Group 2 and Group 3
Thursday, Oct. 5: The Sword of Sikhism and Armageddon on a Tokyo Subway


Read: JUERGENSMEYER,  Chapter 5, pp. 85 – 105 and Chapter 6, pp. 103 -118


Facilitation by Group 4 and  Group 5

Second  Informal Journal Due in class

Week 3—October 9 – October 12 

Historical and Sociological Perspectives on Holy War and Theatre of Terror 

Monday,  Oct. 9:  The Crusades:  Crescent and Cross  (in-class video)
Tuesday, Oct. 10:  The Crusades: Crescent and Cross  (in-class video)
Wednesday, Oct. 11:  Historical Attitudes on War and Peace:  Pacifism, Just War, and Crusade
Read:  Declaring Holy War (Electronic Reserves taken from Kimball, Charles, (2002). When Religion Becomes Evil (pp. 154 – 185). New York:  Harper Collins). 
Thursday  Oct. 12:  Theater of Terror

Read: JUERGENSMEYER, Chapter 7, pp. 121 – 147. 
Third  Informal Journal Due in class.

Week 4:  October 16 – October 19

Fighting  a Cosmic War : Apocalyptic Violence and the End Time

Monday, Oct 16:  Cosmic  War

Read:  JUERGENSMEYER, Chapter 8, pp. 148 - 166

Tuesday, Oct. 17: Catastrophic Apocalypticism:

 
Read:  
SELENGUT, Chapter 3, pp. 95 – 111



Moyers, Bill.  Blind Faith  find this on the Internet at 



http://www.thirdworldtraveler.com/Religion/Blind_Faith.html
Browse:  the “Rapture Index” at http://www.raptureready.com/rap2.html
And the ideas of Tim La Haye and Jerry Jenkins at   www.leftbehind.com
Wednesday, Oct. 18:
 Mystical Apocalypticism and  Utopian Communities  


Read:  SELENGUT, Chapter 3, pp. 111- 139


Browse:  website for Heavens Gate at www.wave.net/vp9/gate


Thursday, Oct. 19:   Planning Meeting for Major Project
Bring ideas for what you would like to see for this project

Fourth Informal Journal  due in class
Mid-term exam distributed
Week 5:  October 23 – October 26
Civilization  Clashes, Culture Wars and Religious Violence
Monday,Oct. 23: The Clash of Civilizations Thesis


Read:  SELENGUT, Chapter 4, pp. 141 – 154



Tariq Ali:  Selection from The Clash of Fundamentalisms, Electronic Reserves

Tuesday, Oct. 24:  Globalization and Religious Conflict:  The West and the Rest
Read:  SELENGUT, Chapter 4, pp. 155 – 167

Spickard, James    Human Rights, Religious Conflict and Globalization:  Ultimate Values in a New World Order

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0013/001385/138565e.pdf#page=3

(Read pp. 2 –19)

Wednesday, Oct. 25:  Ethnic Conflict, Political Battles and Religious Violence


Read:  SELENGUT, Chapter 4, pp. 168 – 178

Browse:  Conduct a google search using keywords such as “religious conflict Northern Ireland (Bosnia/Serbia),” or “religion and politics Northern Ireland (Bosnia/Serbia)” -- Come prepared to share what you find.

Thursday, Oct. 26:  Planning meeting for major project

Midterm exam due at the beginning of class 
No Journal due this week
Week 6:  Oct. 30 – November 2

Martyrs, Demons, Abuse and Redemption

Monday, Oct. 30:  Martyrs and Demons


Read:  JUERGENSMEYER, Chapter 9, pp. 167 - 189
Tuesday, Oct. 31: Martyrdom and Religious Suffering


Read:  SELENGUT, Chapter 5, pp. 183 - 208

Wednesday, Nov. 1:  Religion and Abuse


Read:  SELENGUT, Chapter 5, pp. 208 – 218

Odendaal, Dirk, Secondary Violence:  Adding Injury to Insult, (Electronic Reserves, pp. 247 – 262).

Thursday, Nov.2: Redemptive Violence?


Read:  Walter Wink, The Myth of Redemptive Violence, 

(Electronic Reserves, pp. 265 - 286 

Fifth Informal Journal Due in class

Week  7:  November 6 – November 9
Gender, Power and Religious Violence

Monday, Nov. 6:  Warriors’ Power


Read:  JUERGENSMEYER, Chapter 10, pp. 190 – 218.

Evening Video Selections:  Father, Son and Holy War  7:00 – 9:00 p.m. Place TBA
Tuesday, Nov. 7:  Fear of Women’s Power :  A Medieval case study
In class video:  The Burning Times
Don’t forget to vote by today!
Wednesday, Nov. 8:  Fear of  Women’s Power—reflections on the medieval witch hunts

Read:  Anne Barstow, excerpt from Witchcraze (Electronic Reserves)
Jenny Gibbons, "Recent Developments in the Study of The Great European Witch Hunt"
At http://www.kersplebedeb.com/mystuff/feminist/gibbons_witch.html

 and some comparisons to contemporary witch hunts at http://www.gendercide.org/case_witchhunts.html
Thursday, Nov. 9 : The Contemporary Religious War Against Women

Read:
 Katha Pollitt:  Introduction to Nothing Sacred: Women Respond to Religious

Fundamentalism and Terror, pp. ix – xiv (Electronic Reserve)

Rosemary Radford Reuther, The War on Women, pp. 3 – 9 (Electronic Reserves)

Ruth Baldwin, Gujarat’s Gendered Violence, pp. 185 – 187 (Electronic Reserves)
Sixth Informal Journal Due in class

Week 8: November 13 – November 16
Gendered Violence and Religion:  Lessons from Afghanistan 
Monday, Nov. 13:  Women Respond to Religious Fundamentalism and Terror in Afghanistan
Read:  Selections from Nothing Sacred:  Sharon Lerner –What Women Want; 

 and Polly Toynbee—Behind the Burqa—, pp. 319 – 32 7 (Electronic Reserves)


Browse:  Website for  the Revolutionary Association of Women of Afghanistan at 



www.rawa.org
Tuesday: Nov. 14:   On the Ground with Women in Afghanistan

In Class video:  Afghanistan Unveiled
Wednesday, Nov. 15 and Thursday Nov. 16:  Class devoted to major project. 
Day/Evening events possibly both days.

Start Reading the novel --  Sitt Marie Rose -- for next week!

Seventh Informal Journal due in my box by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 17.
Week 9:   November 20 –Nov 23
Religious Tribalism  and  Lebanon’s Civil War
Monday, Nov. 20:  Stretching yourself with a different kind of a novel.

Read:  Sitt Marie Rose by Etal Adnan, pp. 1-52

For brief background on the civil war  in Lebanon, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebanese_Civil_War

Tuesday, Nov. 21:  Complete reading the novel.

No Journal Due this week:
Wednesday, Nov. 22  and Thursday, Nov. 23:  Thanksgiving Vacation

Week 10:  November 27 – November 30
Responses  to Religious Violence and Religious Response to Violence
Monday, Nov. 27:  The Importance of Understanding  Religious Violence


Read:   JUERGENSMEYER, Chapter 11, The Mind of God, pp. 219 – 232



SELENGUT, Conclusion , pp. 223-231.
Tuesday, Nov. 28:   Reducing Religious Violence


Read:  JUERGENSMEYER, Chapter 11, pp. 233 - 249


 
SELENGUT, Conclusion: pp. 232-238
Wednesday, Nov. 29:  An argument about the relationship between secular and religious violence

Read:  
Janet Jakobsen, Is Secularism Less Violent than Religion? ERES (15pp).
Thursday, Nov.30:  Ethics, Religion and Violence:  One man’s response


In class video:  Bonhoeffer: Agent of Grace 
Eighth Informal Journal Due


FINAL EXAM DATE:  Thursday, December 7,  1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
 Video:  West Bank Story
