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Sociology 327

 Introduction to Social Research

Winter Quarter 2008

10:00 – 10:50 a.m. MTWRF  Ackerman 103
Dr. Rosemary Powers

116 Ackerman Hall

phone: 962-3819   e-mail: rpowers@eou.edu

Mailbox in 202 Ackerman

Office Hours:  Mondays, 11:00 a.m. – 12 noon;  2:00 – 3:00 p.m., Wednesdays and by appointment.  
Required Texts:

*  Adler, Emily S. and Roger Clark. (2008).  How It’s Done:  An Invitation to Social Research. (Third Edition).  Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth/Thompson Learning.  (syllabus reference = AC)

*  There will be a couple of articles on Electronic Reserve, a few materials placed on reserve in the library, and several on-line readings are noted in the syllabus.
Other Requirements:

Please obtain a special folder (like the one displayed in class on the first day) for your research assignments and a separate folder for your homework assignments.

General Description:

In this course, we will explore the methods sociologists use to research questions and issues important to the discipline. The information and data-gathering skills taught in this course are useful not only to sociologists, but to people in a variety of business and professional fields as well.  Most people, regardless of their career paths during and after college, will at some point need to systematically collect information about people and their behavior. This course will provide an introduction to several methods for doing so.  

To apply the theories and methods described in this course, students will develop a detailed proposal for a project that could be conducted by an undergraduate student in meeting the requirements of the sociology concentration of the Anthropology/Sociology major.  For those completing the social welfare concentration, developing a research proposal offers an important opportunity to learn skills they may need in the future as a public service worker, or that will be required in a graduate  program of Social Work.
“. . .not everything that can be counted counts

and not everything that counts can be counted"...

--William Bruce Cameron 

Course Outcomes:  By successfully completing this course, students:

 • will have knowledge of the methods used by sociologists to conduct and analyze research (i.e., will be able to discuss techniques and analyze data using a sociological approach);

• will practice skills in conducting a formal literature search, writing a literature review, developing hypotheses, designing a survey questionnaire and an interview schedule, and conducting/analyzing observations of human interaction;

• will have strengthened critical reading and writing skills through summarizing and analyzing journal articles and course texts, and through producing a formal research proposal;

• should be able to use the library and on-line database resources effectively as part of conducting  research projects.
“Outcomes for upper-division University Writing Requirement (UWR) courses:

· Students will produce at least 5,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism.  

· Students will practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in the discipline the course represents.  

· Students will write at least one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course.  

· Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work.  

· Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor. 

Students must complete all UWR writing-intensive courses with a C- or better, and UWR writing-intensive courses must allocate at least 30% of the overall grade to formal writing assignments, with at least 25% of the overall grade based on evaluation of individually written papers that have been revised after feedback.” (requirements taken from UWR website at http://www.eou.edu/engwrite/uwr/) 

SOC 327 meets and exceeds these requirements.  By successfully completing this course, students will fulfill one of the two required upper division writing intensive courses for the Anthropology/Sociology Major.
Course Requirements and Evaluation:
A.  Class Participation, preparation for discussion of readings and exercises:  10%
B.  Homework exercises: 20%
C.  Written Research Assignments: 45%
D.  Formal Research Proposal/Final Exam:  25%
Grading:
Assessment will be based on 600 points (converted to a 100 point scale for final evaluation) and grades will be awarded on a plus/minus basis as follows: : 98-100 = A+; 94-97= A; 90-93 = A-; 87-89 = B+;  84 – 86 = B;  80 - 83 = B-; 77 - 79 = C+; 74-76 = C; 70-73 = C-; 67 - 69 = D+; 64-66 = D; 60-63 = D-; under 60 = F. A  grade of  C- is required to meet  the Anthro/Soc major requirement.
Description of requirements and due dates:

A.  Participation:  Attendance and Discussion of  Readings  10%

You are expected to come to each session with assigned readings completed and should be prepared to contribute to group discussion and activities. Readings and other assignments should be completed by the date listed on the course calendar.    Attendance will count for 60 out of the 600 points.

B. Homework  Exercises:  20% 

Most days, you will be asked to complete some homework exercises from the Adler and Clark text. Please collect this work in a special homework notebook/folder.  While I may not collect these assignments every day, you should bring this folder to class each day and submit it on request.  You must read the chapters in order to complete these exercises, and they will serve as evidence that you are keeping up on the readings. Homework exercises will count for 120 out of the 600 points.

C.  Research Assignments:  45% 

You will complete a variety of formal research assignments during the course. These challenge you to apply course concepts to a specific area of sociological research of your own choosing related to: social control and deviance, social stratification and inequality, social institutions, or social interaction.  The first assignment will help you focus your interest.  You will generally have between one and two weeks to complete these assignments.  Research assignments count for 275 of the 600 points for the course.  Due dates as follows:

l.   January 18:

Identifying a  Researchable Question  (25)

2.  February 6:
 
An Integrated  Literature Review (75)

3.  February 15: 
Sampling and Measurement (25)

4.  February 26:   
Survey Design and Questionnaire Construction (75)

5.  March 11:     
Open-Ended Interview  or Observation Study(75)

D.  Formal Research Proposal/Final Exam:  25%

Each student will develop a detailed research proposal that should serve as a model for individual research projects undertaken during the remainder of the anth/soc major for those completing the sociology concentration..  Completing this proposal will prepare students in the sociology concentration to begin work for their senior research project. Students following the social welfare concentration will also be prepared to explore issues of importance in their chosen practica or internships.  The formal research proposal serves as the final exam for Soc 327 and asks you to use information from many of the written research assignments completed during the course.  You will be given more explicit directions later.   The Formal Research Proposal is due at the Final Exam period.  During this time, you will give a brief oral presentation on your proposed study, and indicate whether or not you plan to actually conduct the research.  The Formal Research Proposal will count for 150 of the 600 points awarded for the course.
General Rules, Guidelines, and Special Needs:
1.  Keep copies of all work until you receive official notice of your course grade.  If you use a computer, be sure to back up your work.  

2.  According to the EOU Catalog, "Minimum elements of appropriate classroom decorum include: punctuality, courtesy, civility, purposefulness, and integrity." If you must arrive late or leave early, try to be as quiet as possible. While I encourage strong expressions of opinion in all my classes, I will expect your conversation with me and one another to be respectful at all times.

3.  All written assignments must be double-spaced and submitted in a word-processed format using a 12-point font and 1" margins. Because errors in formal writing influence readers’ opinions of you as a writer, make sure to check grammar and spelling before printing a final copy.

4. Regarding academic misconduct: Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation, or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university--or a combination of these (Please see the on-line Student Handbook at http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/index.html and check under campus citizenship--both academic and  behavior.

5.  Plagiarism, representing someone else's ideas or words as your own, is a serious academic offense. Use the American  Psychological Association (APA) citation format to give credit to all ideas or words belonging to others that you include in your own writing. Your work should significantly exceed the quantity of citations and build new ideas upon them. As a general rule, provide quotation marks (and appropriate citation) when you use more than three consecutive words from someone else’s work.

6.  If you have a documented disability or would like to learn about the kinds of accommodations available to students with special learning needs, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081. If you have any difficulties with the course expectations or format, please see me early in the quarter so I can consider appropriate responses to meet your learning needs.
7.  If you are a parent with small children, please know that your children are welcome in my class if you have an emergency situation, and I am willing to work with you on alternative assignment submission dates if you must miss class because of a sick child or family emergency.

8.  EOU has committed itself to providing a safe campus for all students.  However, we know that students have experienced sexual harassment and sexual assault, and may not know how to find support in dealing with these issues.  I want you to know that I am willing to be an ally and an advocate for you or someone you know. 

9.  Please take advantage of my posted office hours or make an appointment to speak with me about your work. I want you to succeed in this course, and have set aside those times explicitly to assist you. 
Course Calendar
Week One:  : January 7– January 11
INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL SCIENCE INQUIRY
Monday,  January 7:  Introduction, syllabus review, overview of course resources

Tuesday, January 8:  What are the uses and purposes of social research?


Read: 
Chapter 1, Adler and Clark (hereafter noted as  AC)   pp. 1-15 .

Complete Exercise 1.2  (AC p. 16). (Note:  You will find examples of  “focal research” in 
             each chapter of the text. See table of contents at the beginning of each chapter). 




Wednesday, January 9:  Research tools:  Concepts, variables, Hypotheses?


Read:  Chapter 2, AC, pp.   20-26

Complete Exercise: 2.1 (AC, pp.35-36)

Thursday, January 10:  Relating Theory to Research

 
Read: Chapter 2, AC, pp. 27-35

Complete Exercise: 2.2 (AC, p. 36) 

Friday, January 11  : Workshop:  Identifying issues,  problems, questions for research 
Research Assignment # 1 distributed (Identifying a researchable question)
Week Two:   January 14 – January 18
Developing A Researchable Question And Considering The Ethics Of Research
Monday, January 14. Sources of Research Questions

Read:
AC, Chapter 4, pp. 68 -84

Complete Exercise 4.1 (p. 93)
Tuesday, January 15: Developing a Researchable Question

Read:
AC, Chapter 4, pp. 84 – 93

Complete exercises 4.2 and 4.3    
Wednesday, January 16:  Respecting Human Subjects:  the Ethics of Social Research


Read:  AC, Chapter 3, pp. 38-55 : 

1)  Complete Exercise 3.1, p. 64.  You need not contact anyone in person, but you will need to locate the Office of Research and Sponsored Programs  on the EOU web page and review the information on the EOU Policy on the Use of Human Subjects.  As you search for this information, some useful key terms are  “Grant writing support services” “IRB human subjects”.  Locate the forms entitled “human subjects review” and “consent form for human subjects” and print out a copy of each to bring to class   You will include these forms with your final research proposal for this class, so be sure to keep them.
2)  Review Box 3.1, p. 39, and look up the American Sociological Association’s Code of 

ethics using the Internet address. Come prepared to discuss the ASA’s code sections 11,  12, 14, 15& 20.
Thursday, January 17:   Ethical Conflicts and Dilemmas

Read:  AC Chapter 3, pp. 56 – 63


Allan Brandt:  Racism and Research:  The Case of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study. 

(pp. 58 – 69) Electronic Reserves

Complete exercise 3.2 and come prepared to discuss your work.
.Friday, January 18:  
Video:  Obedience:  The Milgram Experiment

 
To prepare for this video, conduct a “google” search on the Milgram obedience experiment 
Research Assignment # 1 Due in Class 

Research Assignment #2 distributed (Integrated Literature Review)  

Week Three—January 21 – January 25
ISSUES  IN RESEARCH DESIGN:  SAMPLING & REPRESENTATIVENESS
Monday, January 21: Why Sample?


Read: AC Chapter 5, pp.  98 – 106

Video selections:  The First Measured Century
Tuesday, January 22:  Sources of Bias and Sampling Distribution

Read: AC Chapter 5, pp. 106 -114 

Wednesday, January 23:  Types of Probability Sampling


Read:  AC Chapter 5, pp. 114–121

Complete exercise 5.1 (AC p 125)

Thursday  January 24   Types of Non-probability Sampling


Read:  AC Chapter 5, pp. 121 – 125

Complete exercise 5.2 (AC, p. 126)

 Friday January 25:  Workshop in Sampling

Review the material in Chapter 5 and lecture and try to apply this to your research question/topic  

         What is the population for your study and what would be an appropriate sample?  How might you ensure that your sample is as representative as possible of the population?  Come prepared to discuss your preferred sampling approach, and the problems you might encounter in obtaining an appropriate sample.
Week Four:   January 28 – February 1
ISSUES  IN RESEARCH DESIGN:  MEASUREMENT & TIME DIMENSIONS
Monday, January 28:  Conceptualization, Operationalization and a research example
Read:   Chapter 6, AC, pp. 127-143


Complete:  Exercise 6.1, Begin Exercise 6.2 (bring to class on Wednesday)
Tuesday, January 29:  Quality of Measurement and Levels of Measurement 

Read:  Chapter 6, AC, pp. 143 – 153 
Wednesday, January 30:  Workshop in Measurement


Discussion of results of exercise 6.2 (Bring results to class)
Thursday, January 31: Study Design Choices and a Research Example

Read:  Chapter 7, AC pp. 157 – 179 (up to Case Study)

Complete: Exercise 7.1
Friday, February 1 :  Case Study method and Opportunity to Practice
Read:  Chapter 7, AC, pp. 179 – 182
Complete:   Exercise 7.2
Research Assignment # 3 distributed  (Sampling and Measurement)
Week 5:  February 4 – February 8
EXPERIMENTAL RESEARCH AND APPLIED SOCIAL RESEARCH
Monday, February 4:  Causal Hypotheses, Experimental Design and the Reading Project

Read:  Chapter 8, AC, pp. 185 – 198

Read Exercise 8.2 , pp. 212-213 and describe how you would conduct this experiment.  Answer 


the questions as much as possible without actually conducting the experiment.



Tuesday, February 5: Experimental Designs


Read:  
Chapter 8, AC, pp. 198 - 211

Complete:  Exercise 8.1, AC, p. 212
Wednesday, February 6: Applied Social Research:  A Research Example
Read:
Chapter 14, AC, pp. 389-407 (up to Evaluation Research)


Research Assignment # 2 due in class
Thursday, February 7:  Evaluation Research and  Participatory Action Research


Read:  Chapter 14, AC, pp. 407-420

Do:  Browse the internet using the keywords “participatory action research” and come to class 

with an example of a research project that uses this method.  Do not use wikipedia for your 

source, but find an actual research article available on line.  Be able to describe what the 

researchers did to ensure that the research followed an action research approach, and be able to 


discuss their results.

Friday, February 8:  Workshop on Applied Social Research

Read:  Chapter 14, AC, pp. 420 – 425 (Final Considerations)

             Prepare: Bring a written outline for how you would carry one of the exercises for Chapter 14 (AC, pp. 426- 430)   You will work with others in class and submit a group response.  You do not need to actually carry out this research.
Week 6:   February 11 – February 15
COLLECTING DATA: QUESTIONNAIRES  &  STRUCTURED INTERVIEWS

Monday, February 11:   Uses of Questionnaires and Interviews 
Read:  Chapter 9, AC, pp. 216 – 230

Using as examples the questions presented in box 9.2 , p. 228,

1) Write another question for each of the categories used (attitudes, organizations, expectation, 

behavior, social characteristic)
2) review the Gray, Pallileo and Johnson (1993) questionnaire (appendix A, pp. 223ff) and be able to identify questions that fit the categories used in box 9.2.
Tuesday, February 12:   Participant Involvement and Choices of Method 


Read:  Chapter 9, AC, pp. 230-239

Browse exercises 9.1 through 9.3 and bring your ideas and questions about these approaches to 


gathering data.  


Wednesday, February 13:  Constructing Questions

Read:  Chapter 9, AC.  pp. 240 – 248


Review the question examples provided in box 9.9, and write another set of ambiguous and 


revised questions using different topics.

Thursday, February 14: Preparing and Practice for Research Assignment # 4
Research Assignment # 4 distributed

In-class work on questionnaire construction
Friday, Februray 15:  More work on questionnaire construction

Research Assignment # 3 Due in class

Bring:   directions for Assignment # 4 to class.  Come with some preliminary

questions you would consider asking about your research topic.

Week 7:  February 18 – February 22
UNOBTRUSIVE DATA COLLECTION:  

USING AVAILABLE DATA  AND  CONTENT ANALYSIS

Monday, February 18: Kinds of Available Data and a Research Example 


Read:  Chapter 12 AC, pp. 334-353

Browse:   one of the Internet data sources discussed in the reading for today and be able to discuss a specific research question you might attempt to answer using this source.
Browse: Ten Best Sources at  http://www.econdata.net/content_tenbest.html for one additional source for available data on the Internet, and suggest a research question that might be answered using this source.  Write a brief statement about why you think these sources would be useful in answering the research questions you suggest.
Tuesday, February 19:  Advantages and Disadvantages of Available Data and  a Chance to Practice 

Read:  Chapter 12, AC, pp. 353 – 358

Complete either exercise 12.1 or 12.2, AC .  Bring results to class.
Wednesday, February 20: Introduction to Content Analysis and Research example
            Read:  Chapter 13 AC, pp. 362 – 374.

            Begin to collect copies of personals ads from newspapers  for  Friday workshop
Thursday, February 21: Questions about Content Analysis and a Chance to Practice

Read:  Chapter 13 AC, pp. 375-379.  

Complete either exercise 13.2 or 13.4 AC. Bring results to class.


Personals ads exercise distributed

Friday, February 22:  Workshop: Analyzing Personals Ads 

Bring copies of ads and preliminary coding sheets
Week 8: February 25 – February 29:  FIELD RESEARCH

QUALITATIVE INTERVIEWING AND OBSERVATIONAL TECHNIQUES
Monday, February 25:  Research Day:  Time to complete Assignment # 4. 

Professor available for consultation in ACK 116.

Tuesday, February 26:   Introduction to Qualitative Interviewing and Research Example.

Read:  Chapter 10, AC pp.256-278 
Research Assignment # 4 due in class

Research assignment # 5 distributed
Wednesday, February 27: Preparing for and Conducting a Qualitative Interview:


Read:  Chapter 10, AC, pp. 278- 294
Develop a sample consent form that you could use to interview a person regarding your chosen 
research question.   See Box 10.4  in AC, pp. 281-182 for suggestions.  Also check the consent form provided at the Human Subjects forms link on the EOU website at: http://www.eou.edu/orsp/index.html (look under the link for “forms”).

Bring consent form draft (specific to your project) and submit at end of class. 
Thursday, February 28:  Introduction to Observational Techniques and Comparing Methods

Read:  Chapter 11 AC, pp. 298-315

Read:  Chapter 13AC, pp. 379 – 384


Be able to analyze the Chapter 11  focal research article on after-school activities by discussing 


the advantages and disadvantages of this research method compared to the others summarized in 


the reading from chapter 13.
 Friday, February 29:  Preparing for and Conducting Observation and a Chance to Practice

Read:  Chapter 11, AC, pp. 315 – 329

Complete:  Exercise 11.1 (You will need to arrange to do this with at least one other person).  

Submit results in class.  
Week 9:   March 3 – March 7
QUANTITATIVE AND QUALITATIVE  DATA ANALYSIS
Monday, March 3: Introduction to Quantitative Data Analysis and Univariate Analysis

Read:  Chapter 15, AC, pp. 432-446 (up to Bivariate Analysis)


Complete exercise 15.1 (parts 1 and 2 –univariate analysis)


Tuesday, March 4:  Quantitative Data Analysis :  Bivariate Analysis

Read:  Chapter 15, AC, pp. 446 – 453 (up to Qualitative Data Analysis)


Joel Best:  Telling the Truth About Damned Lies and Statistics (pp. 32 – 38)



Electronic Reserves


Complete exercise 15 1 (part 3 on Bivariate analysis) and Exercise 15.3


Wednesday, March 5:   Introduction to Qualitative Data Analysis and Aspects

Read:  Chapter 15, AC, pp. 453-470


Complete exercise 15.4

Thursday, March 6: Qualitative Data Analysis : Conclusion Drawing and Verification
Read:  Chapter 15 AC, pp. 471 – 476
Identify a qualitative study (other than Adler and Adler’s study) that we have read about this 

quarter and be able to discuss how the author(s) dealt with the issues discussed in the reading for 

today.
Directions for formal research proposal distributed
Friday, March 7: Workshop on Qualitative Research
 Bring to class:

a.  What you have done so far in completing assignment # 5;

b.  Completed Human Subjects Review application form.  (See Week one of the syllabus for location of this application form on the EOU website). 
c  Revised sample consent form(s) to be given to interview subjects or survey participants.

d. If you do not intend to propose a project that involves surveying, interviewing, or observing people, submit instead a one page description of your chosen research method and indicate why  the human subjects application or consent forms are unnecessary or inappropriate for your proposed research project.
Week 10:  March 10 – March 14
PREPARING RESEARCH PROPOSALS AND RESEARCH REPORTS
 Monday, March 10 Writing the Research Report

Read:  AC, Appendix A, pp. 481 – 484
Bring:  A draft “abstract” for your project (see AC p. 482 for sample).

Tuesday, March 11:   Reflections on the process of doing research:

Research Assignment # 5 due in class.  Please submit separately from your research folder, since you need that to work on the final proposal.
Wednesday, March 12:  Workshop in Proposal Preparation I


Bring the formal research proposal assignment and your research folder to class 

.
 Thursday, March 13:  Research Day: No class.  

Professor available for consultation in ACK 116
Friday, March 14:  Workshop in Proposal Preparation II

Bring two draft copies of your work so far on the formal research proposal for peer review and final questions.

FINAL EXAM DATE:  Monday, March 17, 3:00 – 5:00 P.M.
Final Draft of Formal Research Proposal due at this time.  You will present a short description of your proposed research, and share any insights you have gained about the process of social research through preparing this proposal.  You should also indicate whether or not you intend to carry out the research project you have proposed—as your senior project for the sociology concentration in the Anth/Soc major or at some other time in the future.
