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Sociology 306 Social Psychology

Spring Quarter 2009

MTWR  1:00 – 1:50 p.m.*   Ackerman Hall, Room 114

*additional class times required

Instructor:  Professor Rosemary Powers

Office:  116 Ackerman Hall

Office Hours:  Mondays  11am-12 noon, Tuesdays 2-3 pm, and by appt.

Mailbox in room 202 Ackerman (Social Science Office)

Phone: 962-3819   e-mail: rpowers@eou.edu
Required Texts:

O’Brien, Jodi, editor.  (2006). The Production of Reality:  Essays and Readings on Social Interaction, Fourth Edition.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press. (All readings will be from this text unless otherwise indicated.)  

Goffman, Erving. (1963) Stigma:  Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity.  New York:  Simon and Schuster.
Best, Amy. (2005).   Fast Cars, Cool Rides: The Accelerating World of Youth and Their Cars. New York:  New York University Press.
Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes:  

As participants in this course, students will:

•  Learn how we become social beings, how we construct the social world through everyday interaction, and how understanding these aspects of human behavior can enhance our lives;

• Be able to discuss the place of social psychology within the academic field of sociology and to distinguish between psychological social psychology and sociological social psychology;

•  Read and respond to classic and contemporary writings by sociologists who have developed the perspective known as “symbolic interactionism” or “micro-sociology” and be able to apply their ideas regarding the human uses of symbols, the negotiation of meaning, language, the self, identity, cognitive and social structure and the social construction of reality;

• Be introduced a sociology of knowledge perspective on contemporary debates about the social construction of reality, objectivism, essentialism, and postmodernism;

•  Develop skills in critical thinking, sociological observation, and social analysis through taking “field notes,” writing analytic response papers, participating in seminar discussions, and producing a formal ethnography of a chosen setting or group.
Expected Outcomes for Upper Division Writing Intensive Courses:

· Students will produce at least 5,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism. 

· Students will practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in the discipline the course represents. 

· Students will write at least one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course. 

· Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work. 

· Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor.

(This is taken from the University-wide directions for writing intensive courses. It establishes minimum expectations.  In some areas, this course will exceed the expectations).
Assessment will be based on the following:

A. Reading Assignments and Class Participation (25%)

B. Analytic  Papers (30%)

C. Field Notes (15%)

D. Mid Term take-home exam (10%)

E. Ethnography (Major course project 20%)

This course will be graded on a plus/minus basis as follows:

98-100 = A+;  94-97= A; 90-93 = A-; 87-89 = B+;  84 – 86 = B; 80 - 83 = B-; 77 - 79 = C+; 74-76 = C; 70-73 = C-; 67 - 69 = D+; 64-66 = D; 60-63 = D-; under 60 = F.  All grades assume a "C" represents satisfactory work.  You must receive at least a C- for the course to count towards the upper division elective requirements of the Anthropology/Sociology major and for the University Writing Requirement.
Assessment Detail and special instructions:
A. Reading Assignments and Class Participation (25%)

This course is designed as a seminar and will only be successful if you engage actively with the assigned materials.  Each day you will submit reading notes for at least one of the readings for the day accompanied by a question to pose for seminar discussion.  We will not be able to address all questions every day, but you should come prepared.  Reading notes will count as your evidence of attendance.  You are expected to attend every class meeting, and absences (except for medically documented emergencies, illnesses or death of family member) will mean a reduction in your participation grade).

B.  Analytic  Papers (30%)  

Seven times during the quarter, you will submit a two-page paper that responds to ideas in the readings, class discussion, and your assigned observations of social interaction.  These papers will be worth 5% each, and I will drop the lowest score in calculating your final grade.

C.  Field Notes (15%) 

During the quarter, you will be observing social interaction at a chosen site.  You will be asked to submit observation (field) notes three times during the quarter. You will receive specific instructions on the format and detail of these notes.

D.  Mid-Term Take-Home Exam (10%)

This will be a 3-4 page take-home essay asking you to demonstrate your understanding of specific concepts covered in the first half of the course. Mid-term will be due at the beginning of class on Monday, April 27.
E.  Ethnography (20%)
This final project asks you to present a social-psychological analysis of your field observation experience using concepts from the course and data from your field notes.  This project will be due at 5:00 p.m. on the final day of  spring classes—June 5.
Commitment to Scholarship:
•  In keeping with the Carnegie rule for academic expectations, students should devote a minimum of two hours per hour of class to outside reading and preparation for class.  Since this is a five-credit course, and we meet only four hours per week, the fifth hour will be devoted to special evening films screenings and your research project.

•  As with all academic work, students should claim authorship only for their own work and give credit (with citations and acknowledgments) when using the work of others.

•  Readings assigned for a particular date should be read in preparation for that class period.  Regarding written work, no late papers will be accepted without penalty (exceptions will be medically documented illness and death in the family).  Please contact me as soon as possible about these exceptions.

General Rules, Guidelines, and Special Needs: 

•  Keep copies of all work until you receive official notice of your course grade. 

•  According to the EOU Catalog, "Minimum elements of appropriate classroom decorum include: punctuality, courtesy, civility, purposefulness, and integrity." While I encourage strong expressions of disagreement, I will expect your conversation with me and one another to be respectful at all times.

•  All written assignments must be double-spaced and submitted in a word-processed format using a 12-point font and 1" margins. Because errors in formal writing influence readers’ opinions of you as a writer, make sure to check grammar and spelling before printing a final copy. 

• Regarding academic misconduct:  Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars.  Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation, or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university—or a combination of these (Please see Section II of the Student Handbook :  Campus Citizenship (Academic, on line at http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/sect2.html
•  Plagiarism, representing someone else's ideas or words as your own, is a serious academic offense. Use APA citation format to cite all ideas or words belonging to others that you include in your own writing. Your own work should significantly exceed the quantity of citations and build new ideas upon them. As a general rule, provide quotation marks (and appropriate citation) when you use more than three consecutive words from someone else’s work.

•  No work from another course may be used for credit in this course without prior permission from both instructors. 

•  If you have a documented learning disability or think that you may have a need for special accommodations in completing course requirements, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.   

• If you are a parent with small children, please know that your children are welcome in my class if you have an emergency situation, and I am willing to work with you on alternative assignments if you must miss class because of a sick child or family emergency.

• EOU has committed itself to providing a safe campus for all students.  However, we know that students have experienced sexual harassment and sexual assault, and may not know how to find support in dealing with these issues.  I want you to know that I am willing to be an ally and an advocate for you or someone you know. 
•  Please take advantage of my posted office hours or make an appointment to speak with me about your work.  I want you to succeed in this course, and have set aside those times explicitly to assist you.  

•  E-Mail policy:  You should have an EOU e-mail address and check it frequently.  It will be a primary way for me to reach you with important information about our course.  The highlighted notice on the EOU homepage at http://www.eou.edu/ points to the policy description at http://www.eou.edu/comp/student/email. The easiest way to request more information is by sending an e-mail to helpdesk@eou.edu
COURSE CALENDAR

Week One: March 30 – April 2
Social Psychology and the Nature of Reality
Monday, March 30:

Introductions, overview and expectations
Tuesday, April 1:

What is Real?
Read:
--O’Brien:  Preface (pp.xix-xxi) and Part I:  Introduction and Essay  “What is Real?”,   pp. 1-11


--Islands of Meaning by Eviatar Zerubavel, pp. 12-28.

 

Wednesday, April 2:

Researching Social Life
Read:

--Introduction and questions p.35

--Truth, Objectivity and Agreement by Earl Babbie, pp. 36 - 43






--Symbolic Interactionism by Jodi O’Brien, pp. 44- 62.

Thursday, April 3:

Reality as a Collective Hunch  

Read: 

 --Search for Signs of Intelligent Life…Jane Wagner, pp. 29-34




--Watch first half of video: Search for Signs of Intelligent Life in the 



Universe ( A one-woman show featuring Lily Tomlin) 

Week Two: April 6 – April 9
Humans as Symbol-Using Creatures

Monday, April 6:

Humans and Meaning-Making
Read:


--Shared Meaning as the Basis of Humanness, O’Brien, pp. 63-82.

First Analytic paper due

Tuesday,April 7: 

  The Power of  Naming

Read:


--Naming –prepare questions:  p. 83

--That Powerful Drop by Langston Hughes, p. 84

--A Clue to the Nature of Man by Ernst Cassirer, pp.84 – 86

--Yes, Father-Sister by Oliver Sacks, pp. 86 - 87

Wednesday, April 8:

Language and Socialization
Read:
--Introduction and questions, p. 88 

--Final Note on a Case of Extreme Isolation by Kingley Davis

 p. 89 - 95

--Seeing Voices, by Oliver Sacks , pp.95 - 102 

Thursday, April 9:

  Language and Culture
Read:

--Introduction and questions, pp. 102 - 103


--Metaphors We Live By by Lakoff and  Johnson, pp. 103 - 114.



--Pills and Power Tools, by Susan Bordo, pp. 115 – 119.

--Racism in the English Language, Robert Moore, pp. 119 – 126.

Week Three: April 13 – April 16
Producing Social Order through Interaction
Monday, April 13

Negotiating Meaning
Read:
--Meaning is Negotiated thru Interaction, O’Brien, pp.128 - 139





Second Analytic Paper Due

Tuesday, April 14

Naming as an Interactional Process



Read:

--Introduction and questions pp. 139-140


--Becoming a Marihuana User by Howard Becker, pp. 140 - 148


--The Development of Feeling Norms,  Simon, et al, pp. 149 -167

Evening Video:  “Six Degrees of Separation”  7-9pm.  Place TBA
Wednesday, April 15

Projecting the Definition of the Situation



Read:

--Introduction and questions, pp. 168 - 169


--Acknowledgement Rituals by Carl E. Pate, pp. 169 – 185


--Embarrassment and the Analysis of Role Requirements, by Gross 

 and Stone, pp. 185 – 194

Thursday, April 16  

Negotiating a Working Consensus
Read:
--Behavior in Private Places:  Sustaining Definitions of Reality in

     Gynecological Examinations, by Joan Emerson, pp. 201 - 214

 --Precarious Situations’ in a Strip Club: Exotic Dancers and the

     Problem of Reality Maintenance, by Kari Lerum, pp. 214 – 234

Week Four: April 20– April 23
Producing Social Selves
Monday, April 20:

From Masks to Selves


Read:

--Essay, Jodi Obrien, pp. 236 – 248





--The Self as a Process of Interaction—Introduction and questions





    pp. 248 - 249





Third Analytic Paper Due

Tuesday, April 21:

Classical Social-Psychological Ideas about “the Self”

Read:

--The Self, the I, and the Me by George Herbert Mead , 

    pp.250 - 254.  Browse Google using keywords George Herbert 
Mead –you will find many original articles now archived on 
google and easily accessible.  Find something out about this 
original social psychological thinker and be prepared to share it in 
class.
 --Looking Glass Self by George Horton Cooley, pp. 255- 257

 --Reference Groups as Perspectives by Tamotsu Shibutani, 

pp. 257-262

Wednesday, April 22:

Self-Development and Reference Groups


Read:

--Introduction and questions, p. 263





--Girls, Media and Negotiation of Sexuality by Meenakshi

 Durham, pp. 264 – 275





--Shades of White, by  Pamela Perry, pp. 276 –296

Thursday, April 23:

Self-Presentation in Interaction


Read:

--Introduction and questions, p. 309





--Identity Construction and  Self-Presentation on Personal 

            Homepages, by Charles Cheung, pp. 310 – 320

--Body Troubles:  Women, the Workplace and Negotiations of a 

Disabled Identity by Isabel Dyck, pp. 320 - 332





Mid-Term Exam Distributed





First Set of Field Notes due

Week Five:  April  27– May 1
The Social Construction of Reality
Monday, April 27:  

 Building and  Breaching Reality
Read:

--Essay by O’Brien, pp. 334 - 352

Mid-term Due at the beginning of class

Ethnography Directions Distributed
Tuesday, April 28:

A Theory of Reality
Read:
--Introduction and questions, p. 353

--Five Features of Reality” by Mehan and Wood, pp. 354 - 369

--A Conception of and Experiments with “Trust”…by  

   HaroldGarfinkel, pp. 370 – 381  

Evening Video:  What the lpDW!?   7 – 9 p.m.  Place TBA
Wednesday, April 29:  
Self-Fulfilling Prophecies



Read:

--Introduction and questions, pp. 381 - 382



--Self-Fulfilling Prophecies by Paul Watzlawick, pp. 382 - 394

--When Belief Creates Reality. . .by Mark Snyder, pp. 395 – 399

Thursday, April 30:

Constructing the Social Status Quo
Read:

--Introduction and questions, pp. 399 – 400.

--The Persistence of Gender Inequality in Employment Settings,   

   by Cecilia Ridgeway, pp. 401 – 409

--Status Inequality and Close Relationships, by Scott Harris, 

pp. 410 – 424
Week Six:  May 4 – May 7
Stigma and Identity Management

Monday, May 4:
Erving Goffman and the Theory of Stigma


Read:

--Preface and Chapter 1 of Stigma by Erving Goffman,

pp. 1- 40

Browse: 
Using Google (http://www.google.com) conduct a search using Erving Goffman’s name.  Come to class with an observation about this important sociologist.

Fourth Analytic Paper due
Tuesday, May 5:

Information Control and Personal Identity


Read:

--Chapter 2 of Stigma,  pp. 41 – 104

Wednesday, May 6:

Stigma as a Two-Role Process
Read:  

--Chapters 4 and 5 of Stigma, pp. 126 – 139.

Thursday, May 7:

Social Justice and Courtesy Stigma


Video:  Scout’s Honor
Week Seven:  May 11 – May 14
Ambiguity, Complexity, and Conflict in Social Interaction
Monday, May 11:

Boundaries and Contradictions



Read:

--Essay by O’Brien, pp. 426 - 443

Fifth Analytic Paper Due

Tuesday, May 12:

Beyond boundaries?  Sociological reflections on the 





virtual world of Second Life




Reading materials will be posted early in the term. On this date,




a number of faculty on campus are exploring the idea of 





Utopia in their classes.  People from the broader community are 




invited to join us for class and discussion of this topic as it relates 




to our different disciplines.  Take advantage of this yourself and 




look for the schedule when it is posted around campus.
Wednesday, May 13:

Contradictions and Conflict in Self Production
Read:
--Introduction and questions, pp. 443 – 444

--Double Consciousness and the Veil by W.E.B. DuBois,   

     pp. 445 – 450

--La Conciencia de la Mestiza/Towards a new consciousness
   Gloria Anzaldua (Electronic Reserves)  (pp. 550 - 556

Thursday, May 14:
 More Contradictions 

Read:

--Wrestling the Angel of Contradiction:  Queer Christian Identities, 

by Jodi O’Brien, pp. 450 – 464

--We Are Graceful Swans Who Can Also Be Crows:  Hybrid 

Identities of Pakistani Muslim Women, by Lubna Chaudhry, pp. 465 – 475
Evening Video:  Before Stonewall   7-9 p.m. Place TBA
Week Eight: May 18 – May 21
Contradictions and Change in Cultural Production
Monday, May 18:

Contradictions and Change  in Cultural Production


Read:

--Introduction and questions, p. 475 –476

--Continuity within Change: The Cherokee Indians and the Internet, by Ellen Arnold and Darcy Plymire, pp. 476 – 483

Sixth Analytic Paper Due

Tuesday,. May 19:

Contradictions in cultural production (continued)


Read:

--Patients, “Potheads,” and Dying to Get High by  Wendy Chapkis, 

pp. 484 – 492



Investigate:
Websites related to the debate about medical marijuana:





http://www.wamm.org/ (the group featured in the reading for

 today).  Also use such key words as “medical marijuana debate 

congress”—see what you find and bring your social-psychological 

lens to bear on the “constructions of reality” you find. 
Wednesday, May 20:

EOU Spring Symposium Spring Symposium.  No Class.  Please 




attend as much of this as you can to be supportive of students who 




are presenting their work.  To receive credit for this day, please 




prepare a 2-3 page reflection on what you attended, making some 




connection to ideas we have studied in this course, and submit it by 



class on Wed., May 27.

Thursday,  May 31:   

Contradictions (continued)
Read:

--Adventures in De-socialization by Inga Bell and Bernard

 McGrane, pp.  492 – 507

--Talking Back by bell hooks, pp. 507 – 510 

Week Nine:  May 25 – May 28
Ethnography in Action
Fast Cars, Cool Rides :  Identity, Youth and Car Culture

 Monday, May 25:

Memorial Day holiday. No class

Tuesday, May 26:

Fast Cars, Cool Rides  (Amy Best)  

Read:

Front pieces and Introduction




Chapter 1:  Cruising Slow and Low 
Seventh  Analytic Paper Due
Wednesday,  May 27

Gender and Car Culture
Read:

Sex-in’ the Car: Girls and Car Cruising (Ch.2)





Race-ing Men:  Boys, Risk, and the Politics of Race (Ch 3)




Spring Symposium reaction paper due (2 page)
Thursday, May 28:

Fast Times and The Ride of Your Life
Read:
Car Privileges:  Family Rules and Permission to Drive (Ch.4)

The Road to Nowhere:  Consumer Culture and the Price of Freedom (Ch. 5)

Conclusion and Appendix

Second set of Field notes due

[image: image1.jpg]



Week Ten:  June 1 – June 4
Analysis and Conclusions Regarding Symbolic Interaction.

Monday, June 1:

Postmodern “Crisis in Meaning”


Read:

--Epilogue by O’Brien, pp. 511 – 518





Arrange to get a first draft of your ethnography to your assigned 




readers by class time today so they will have time to read your 




work and make recommendations tomorrow during the peer review




workshop.


Tuesday, June 2:         
Peer Review of Ethnography.  Please bring the completed peer review
forms to class and be prepared to assist one another in revising paper for  clarity and sociological analysis.
Wednesday: June 3:    
Insights from Observing Social Life and Symbolic Interaction: 


Each student will make short commentary about the experience of conducting this observation and what concepts from our class were most useful to you in analyzing your chosen setting or group.
Thursday, June 4:
Research Day, no class.
Friday, June 5:
Ethnography Due by 5:00 p.m . in professor’s mailbox 


(ACK 202)

 

The final Exam Period will be Tuesday, June 9, from 8:00 – 10:00 a.m.. in ACK 114.  During this period we will view the second half of The Search for Signs of Intelligent Life in the Universe  featuring Lily Tomlin in her bag-lady role (plus many others).  We will see how differently you might interpret this one-person show after taking the class than you did during the first week of class.  Attendance is expected as for any final exam.
