SOC 204 GENERAL SOCIOLOGY  Fall  Quarter 2009
11:00-11:50 a.m. MTWRF ACK 210
Dr. Rosemary Powers
116 Ackerman Hall

Phone: 962-3819; e-mail: rpowers@eou.edu.  Mailbox in room 202 Ackerman

Homepage at http://www.eou.edu/~rpowers/ (You’ll find many useful resources for classes at this site, so take some time to see what is available).
Office hours:

Mondays 12 noon – 1:00  p.m. in the Learning Center—Loso Hall room 234, 

Tuesdays 9:00 – 10:00 a.m.  in Ackerman 116  and by appointment.


Course Description:

Sociology 204 (General Sociology) meets requirements for the approved 2007 General Education credit under the “Social Science” (SSC) category and past General Education under “Human Behavior.” 

This course introduces you to the academic study of sociology, particularly by encouraging you to develop a “sociological imagination,”—to become, in the words of one of the course texts--“sociologically mindful.” It challenges you to examine how your experience in a particular culture, your historical experience, and your membership in categories important to your culture (such as gender, race, and social class) shape your life profoundly. You will be presented with an essential paradox addressed by sociology—that humans are both shaped by the society in which they live, and also shape this society by their actions.  SOC 204 provides you with multiple opportunities to understand this paradox--through reading personal memoir, analyzing sociological research, writing assignments, and conducting social observation.

SOC 204 is also a “writing intensive” course and meets the Lower Division University Writing Requirement for the Anthropology/Sociology Program.  Other programs may accept this course as well, but you need to check with professors in other majors to confirm that possibility.  To meet this requirement, you must achieve at least a C- as a final grade in the course.  Assignments are designed to assist you in gaining competence in writing as well as in sociological thinking.

Required Texts:

Ferguson, Susan. (2008). Mapping the Social Landscape: Readings in Sociology. Fifth Edition. Boston: McGraw Hill. (noted as FERGUSON in the course calendar)

Schwalbe, Michael. (2008). The Sociologically Examined Life: Pieces of the Conversation. Fourth
Edition. Mountain View, CA: Mayfield. (noted as SCHWALBE in course calendar)

Villasenor, Victor. (2005).  Burro Genius. New York:   Harper Perennial.

Other reading requirements:  You will be required to learn how to use on-line library resources (readings on electronic reserves, scholarly databases and Internet sites), and to locate and use several scholarly articles located through these resources. Internet sources must be evaluated for scholarly reliability, so do not use them as documentation without checking with the professor first.

Other needs: Please find yourself some kind of binder (three-ring or sturdy folder) to keep your reading notes and copies of other written assignments.  This will be very important when preparing take home tests and preparing for the final exam.
Course Objectives and Outcomes:   By successful participation in this course, you will:
* begin to understand the place of sociology as an academic study of human life, be introduced to major sociological thinkers, and be able to describe a variety of research projects that explore and test sociological theories;

* be able to understand and to apply sociological concepts to their own lives and to the broader social world;

*  be challenged to question their assumptions about the social world and begin to develop skills in critical social analysis;

* learn how to find and evaluate scholarly resources related to course topics.

* begin to develop their skills in sociological observation;

* explore group dynamics and practice collaboration through completing a  group project;

* strengthen their writing skills and demonstrate their ability to "write sociologically" through completing a variety of written assignments.

Expected Outcomes for Lower Division Writing Intensive Courses 

(SOC 204 meets and exceeds expectations for courses approved for the University Writing Requirement).
“*  Students will produce at least 3,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 1,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism. 
*  Students will be introduced to the discourse forms appropriate to the discipline the course represents. 

*  Students will write at least one paper integrating information from at least one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course. 

* Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work. 

*  Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor.” (taken from http://www.eou.edu/engwrite/uwr/).

Requirements and Means of Assessment:

A. General Participation, discussion group attendance, short assignments & “Reaction Papers”:  30%

B. Two Take-Home essay tests: 30%

C. Course Project:  15%

D. Final  Exam (in class): 25%
Grading:
This course will be graded on a plus/minus basis as follows: 98-100 = A+; 94-97= A; 90-93 = A-; 87-89 = B+;  84 - 86 = B; 80 - 83 = B-; 77 - 79 = C+; 74-76 = C; 70-73 = C-; 67 - 69 = D+; 64-66 = D; 60-63 = D-; under 60 = F. All grades assume a "C" represents satisfactory work. You must receive at least a C- for the course to count towards the lower division major requirements of the Anthropology/Sociology major and for the course to count towards the University Writing Requirement.

Assessment Detail:
A. Participation, Reaction Papers, Attendance: 30% of grade 

Many college classes count participation as part of the course grade, and it may be difficult at times to figure out exactly how participation is “graded.”    In this course, I weigh participation very heavily and explicitly as you can see from the list below. Even if you have struggled as a reader or writer, you can show your engagement in the course and gain significant credit (almost 1/3 of the course grade) by participating to the fullest of your ability.  According to Woody Allen, “80% of success is just showing up.”  That isn’t completely true in this course, but showing up, and taking part, is as important as writing well.  So take advantage of the weight assigned to participation, and you will do better overall in SOC 204. 
 1. Class Attendance and  Reading Notes. Students are expected to complete the required readings and come to class prepared to participate. This course operates under the Carnegie unit rule for academic work, assuming a minimum of two hours of outside study for each hour of scheduled class time. For this class you are expected to spend five hours in class and approximately 10 additional hours each week reading the assigned materials for Sociology 204 and completing other assigned work. Readings assigned for a specific date should be read by that date.  For each lecture class, you will also submit a brief summary/reaction for one of the readings and a question related to something you read for that day.
2. Lectures and whole class activities:  Lectures and other activities involving the whole class will be presented on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays (unless indicated in the syllabus).   Introductory classes often utilize a textbook to guide students through the course. However, for this course the lectures will provide the framework for the course and assist you in the readings. This makes attendance essential.  Bring the course text and copy of syllabus to class.

3. Discussion and Research sessions:   Throughout the course, you will participate in a required discussion and research  sessions that will be scheduled on most Tuesdays or Thursdays during class time. The discussions will be guided by two Anthropology/ Sociology majors. This term the discussion leaders will be Heather Nawras and Ashli Hughes.  You will be expected to complete formal reaction papers for three of these discussion sections, and to bring drafts of  the main writing assignments for peer review at other times. Discussion sections will alternate with required “research” sections directed by the professor and other resource persons. Expect short assignments related to these “research” sessions. Take note that these sessions are required and that attendance for these sessions counts for a major portion of your grade.

4. Attendance:  To do well in this class, you should plan to attend all lecture classes and discussion/research  sessions.  Attendance will be taken in each discussion and research section and submitted reading notes will record your attendance in lecture classes. You will be held accountable for any information presented in lectures, and will be expected to be able to answer questions on in-class exercises we do or discussions we have. If you must be absent from any class meeting, please contact me before class or as soon as possible.  I ask that you send an e-mail message that will provide a record of your request for consideration. Telephone and in-person messages may not be recorded.

5. Study Group: The EOU Learning Center provides study session tutors for our course. While participation in study group is optional, I highly recommend your attendance. Here you will receive assistance in understanding course concepts and assistance with thinking through your writing assignments.  We will  schedule study sessions within the first two weeks of class.

6. “Blackboard” Program Participation:  This course will use the on-line course resource entitled Blackboard to communicate course information, make announcements, and provide a forum for you to interact with other members of the course.    I will post materials for the lecture sessions here before class, so you will have a guide to follow for note-taking during the class. You should to be sure to check this every day.   To access this site, go to the EOU home page, and click on the “Blackboard” link in the top bar on the homepage.  You will be asked for a username and password.  The username is generally the first part of your EOU e-mail address.  For example,  mine is rpowers.    If you have taken other Blackboard courses, you may have a different username, so be sure to check with me if you have problems accessing the site..  If you have taken another Blackboard course you will also know your password.  For those new to Blackboard, the default password is your birth date in YYMMDD format.  

E-MAIL POLICY:

You should have an EOU e-mail address and check it frequently. It will be a primary way for the professor, your discussion leader, and other students to reach you with important information and questions about our course.  Please review the EOU policy regarding e-mail at http://www.eou.edu/comp/student/email.  The easiest way to request more information is by sending an e-mail to helpdesk@eou.edu.  You can also go to the basement of Inlow Hall (room 008) for assistance. 

B. Take-Home Essay Tests: 30 % of grade
Each student's capacity to read, write and take notes at a college level is assumed. You will do best in this class if you have already taken Writing 121 or are enrolled in the course this term.  Since SOC 204 is a writing intensive course, you will be expected to complete significant written work that will be graded not only for mastery of course concepts, but for clarity, structure and presentation (e.g. syntax, style and precision of expression, spelling, punctuation, etc.). The Learning Center (Loso Hall 234) has specially trained tutors to assist students with writing projects. Contact them early (Phone: 962-3663) for help with your assignments. They are not an editing service, but can help you organize your ideas and review your work.

There will be two Take- Home Essay Tests (approximately 4 pages each). Due dates as follows:

Test # 1: Due  at the beginning of class on Friday, October 23 (15%)

Test # 2: Due  at the beginning of class on Monday, November 30 (15%)

Both of these tests must be submitted in order to receive a passing grade in the course. Late papers will be severely penalized (one letter grade for each day late). If you have a documented medical or family emergency, please contact me as soon as possible for accommodation.

C. Course Project:  15% of grade. 

At the beginning of the 5th week of the course, students will be assigned a group project to be completed and presented to the class on Thursday November 12 and Friday November 13.  This will be an opportunity for creative activity and a chance to reflect on the dynamics of group interaction.  Assessment of this project will include peer evaluation, group evaluation, and individual evaluation. An individual report on the project along with a journal describing individual tasks completed will be due on Friday, November 13 and a Peer Evaluation will be conducted the following Monday, November 16.  You must have an EOU e-mail address in order to complete part of the group work in this project.
D. Final Examination: 25% of grade

There will be a comprehensive in-class final exam on Tuesday, December 8 , from 8-10 a.m. There will be no provision for an alternative exam time except as provided by University policy for students with documented needs. If you have a documented medical or family emergency, please contact the professor ASAP to make arrangements.

  General Rules, Guidelines, and Special Needs:
1.  Keep copies of all work until you receive official notice of your course grade.  If you use a computer, be sure to back up your work.  

2.  According to the EOU Catalog, "Minimum elements of appropriate classroom decorum include: punctuality, courtesy, civility, purposefulness, and integrity." If you are late, please still attend, and if you must leave early please, try to be as quiet as possible. While I encourage strong expressions of disagreement, I will expect your conversation with me and one another to be respectful at all times.

3.  All written assignments must be double-spaced and submitted in a word-processed format using a 12-point font and 1" margins. Because errors in formal writing influence readers’ opinions of you as a writer, make sure to check grammar and spelling before printing a final copy.

4. Regarding academic misconduct: Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation, being suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university--or a combination of these (Please see the on-line Student Handbook at http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/index.html and check under campus citizenship--both academic and  behavior.

5.  Plagiarism, representing someone else's ideas or words as your own, is a serious academic offense. Use the American  Psychological Association (APA) citation format to cite all ideas or words belonging to others that you include in your own writing. For examples of how to cite specific sources, see http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/APAstyle.pdf.  Your work should significantly exceed the quantity of citations and build new ideas upon them. As a general rule, provide quotation marks (and appropriate citation) when you use more than three consecutive words from someone else’s work.

6.  If you have a documented disability or would like to learn about the kinds of accommodations available to students with special learning needs, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081. If you find it difficult to follow my lectures, or have any other problems with the course expectations, please see me early in the quarter so I can consider appropriate acccommodations.

7.  If you are a parent with minor children, please know that your children are welcome in my class if you have an emergency situation, and I am willing to work with you on alternative assignments if you must miss class because of a sick child or family emergency.

8.  EOU has committed itself to providing a safe campus for all students.  However, we know that students have experienced sexual harassment and sexual assault, and may not know how to find support in dealing with these issues.  I want you to know that I am willing to be an ally and an advocate for you or someone you know. 

9.  Please take advantage of my posted office hours or make an appointment to speak with me about your work. I want you to succeed in this course,  have set aside those times explicitly to assist you, and will consider your meetings with me as a contribution to your participation grade. You will notice that I hold one office hour per week in the Learning Center (Loso Hall room 234)—Mondays from 12 noon to 1pm. 

Course Calendar:

The course calendar with specific detail regarding required schedule of  readings, assignments, and other activities will be distributed the first day of classes.
