
SOC 204  General Sociology
General course syllabus
Fall Quarter 2011*

*This is a general syllabus for the course describing the kinds of assignments you can expect and the texts that will be used.  Specific calendar of readings and assignments will be made available closer to the beginning of fall term, 2011

Instructor
Dr. Rosemary F. Powers Ph.D. 

Catalog Description
An introduction to the sociological perspective on human behavior with emphasis on social location (history, culture, and social stratification), socialization, power and social interaction, inequality in social groups and understanding social change.   Prerequisite: None, but college-level reading and writing is expected.

Course texts and other materials:
1.Ferguson, Susan. (2010). Mapping the social landscape: readings in sociology.  6th edition.  New York:  McGraw Hill.
2.  Schwalbe, Michael. (2008).  The sociologically examined life: pieces of the conversation. 
4th edition. New York: McGraw Hill. 
3.  Moody, Anne. (1968).  Coming of age in Mississippi.  New York: Doubleday.
4.  Assorted journal articles located through library research 

Prerequisites:
None, but reading and writing at the college level is expected.

Learning Outcomes:
1.  University Writing Requirement designation  (UWR)
SOC 204 counts towards the University Writing Requirement for Lower Division courses.  To meet this requirement, students must achieve at least a C- as a final grade in the course.  Assignments are designed to assist students in gaining competence in writing as well as in sociological thinking

2.  General Education Outcomes  (SSC)
Sociology 204 meets requirements for General Education credit under the Social Science (SSC) designation and is assessed specifically for content knowledge and critical thinking as determined by the Anthropology/Sociology Program.

3.  Difference, Power and Discrimination Outcomes: (DPD)
1. DPD Courses engage students in the intellectual examination of the structures, systems, and ideologies that create and sustain discrimination and the unequal distribution of power and resources in society
2. DPD Courses review the effects of unequal distribution of power and discrimination within the framework of particular disciplines and course content. 
3.  DPD Courses provide an opportunity to examine the contributions of underrepresented groups within the framework of particular disciplines.


By successful participation in SOC 204, you will:
*be able to define and assess the sociological perspective as an academic study of human life,  describe major sociological thinkers  and theoretical perspectives, and discuss a variety of research projects that explore and test sociological theories (GEC content)

* be able to apply sociological concepts to your own lives and to the broader social world; (GEC content)

* be challenged to question your assumptions about the social world and demonstrate skills in critical social analysis; (GEC Critical thinking)

* be able to assess the nature and significance of social stratification, identify specific cases of unequal distribution of power and resources and present a structural understanding of the sources and ideological bases of discrimination; (DPD)

*be able to analyze the effects of discrimination from the perspective of marginalized groups; (DPD)

*be able to give examples of the contributions to society of underrepresented groups; (DPD)

* demonstrate your ability to find and evaluate scholarly resources related to course topics; (UWR)

* practice and demonstrate skills in sociological observation and content analysis (GEC content)

* explore group dynamics and practice collaboration through completing group-based projects; (GEC Critical thinking)

*strengthen your writing skills and exhibit your ability to "write sociologically" through completing a variety of written assignments. (UWR)



Course Requirements: 
1.Participation and homework assignments:  Reading notes, Reaction Papers, 
    Discussion/Research Participation, Library Assignments:  35% of course grade 

2.  Two Take-Home Essay Tests and a Group Course Project:  15% each or 45% of course grade
 
3.  Final Examination:  20% of the grade 


Grading Scale:  This course will be graded on a plus/minus basis as follows: 98-100 = A+; 94-97= A; 90-93 = A-; 87-89 = B+;  84 - 86 = B; 80 - 83 = B-; 77 - 79 = C+; 74-76 = C; 70-73 = C-; 67 - 69 = D+; 64-66 = D; 60-63 = D-; under 60 = F. All grades assume a "C" represents satisfactory work. You must receive at least a C- for the course to count for General Education credit, towards lower division requirements of the Anthropology/Sociology major and for the University Writing Requirement.






Assessment detail:

1.Participation and homework assignments:  Readings journal, Reaction Papers, Discussion/Research Participation, Library Assignments:  35% of course grade:

Students participate in a discussion section during one class period each week.  These discussions are guided by senior sociology majors and provide an opportunity for students  to explore specific readings and ideas of the course with peers.  Students are expected to keep a readings journal and complete several assigned reaction papers (practicing skills in summarizing arguments, making connections with concepts presented in lectures, and critically analyzing what they read).  This portion of the grade includes a few other short homework assignments as well.

Discussion sections alternate with special library and research sections directed by the professor and other resource persons. Library sessions introduce students to processes for locating books and journals on sociological topics (both in the library and on-line).  Students demonstrate their ability to use these resources by including journal articles beyond course texts in their take-home essay tests.  Research sessions provide an opportunity to practice skills in sociological observation that will be used in completing one of the take-home essay tests.


2. Two Take-Home Essay Tests and a Group Course Project:  45% of course grade (15% each)
Each student's capacity to read, write and take notes at a college level is assumed. Soc 204 requires two Take-Home Essay Tests (approximately 4 pages each) in order to assess their ability to apply sociological concepts to their own lives and the broader social world, their ability to deal with challenges to taken-for-granted assumptions about human behavior, and their skills in sociological observation.  Through these tests, students demonstrate their ability to apply specific course concepts and show evidence of resources located through library research. The course group  project also requires a written component, but also provides practice in small group work  and oral/visual presentation.  



3.  Final Examination:  20% of the grade
A final comprehensive written examination assesses students’ understanding of the place of sociology as an academic study of human life and the ideas of major sociological thinkers. It assesses their knowledge of sociological research projects and theories. It also requires them to apply sociological concepts to their own lives and to the broader social world.












Brief Outline of the  course:
Each week, three lecture/discussion sessions alternate with a smaller discussion section led by advanced sociology students and a research section with the professor involving observation, library research, in-class exercises, and documentaries emphasizing the week’s theme.  The course is organized around the following themes.

Week 1:  Introducing The Sociological Perspective
Week 2:  Sociology as the Study of Differences within Society and  Culture
Week 3:  Social Location, under-represented voices and The Paradox of Society: 
Week 4:  Roots of Difference:  The Power of Socialization
Week 5:  Learning our “ place” in Society:  The social construction of gender &  other categories
Week 6: Reinforcing Norms, Re-socialization and Identity Transformation
Week 7: Power Dynamics:  Social Groups, Roles and Statuses
Week 8: The Definition of the Situation:   Behavior as a Product of Interaction
Week 9: How Power Works:  Inequalities of Social Class and Race:  
Week 10: Sociology’s Beginnings and the Problem of Social Change 

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or 
suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html

Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

