History of Sexuality (19th and 20th centuries)

“Sex, which ought to be an incident of life, is the obsession of the well-fed world.”
– Rebecca West, 1912

Dr. Rebecca Hartman


History Department

Office: ACK 204E



office hours: MWR 2-3 and by appt.
Phone: 2-3708





email: rhartman@eou.edu




Course Description:

The history of sexuality is not a medical enterprise; nor is it a mere history of sexual classifications. Rather, sexuality has always been a field of investigation and inquiry on the part of philosophers, critics, and writers throughout the ages. It also constitutes one of the central aspects of one's identity. This course begins with the assumption that sexuality—as a term and experience—is not a "natural" concept, but the product of social, cultural, and political ideas which change across time and place. This course will examine how the categories of homosexuality and heterosexuality have been historically and culturally produced, and how sexual practices and identities have been understood through a critical reading of a variety of texts and films. 

Course Objectives:

. Understand the historical, political, and conception underpinnings of the idea and experience of "sexuality."

. Learn how to read texts closely and how to bring analytical texts to bear upon fiction.

. Develop methods to reflect on and critique a text (its purpose, argument, perspective and historical context: analysis is not summary)

. Translate these skills into writing

Readings:

Michel Foucault, History of Sexuality, vol.1 (philosophy)

Jackie Kay, Trumpet (novel)

Christopher Isherwood, A Single Man (novel)

Kathy Peiss et al. (eds.) Passion and Power: Sexuality in History (histories)

Course Requirements and Guidelines:


Students are expected to be respectful of each other: rude or inconsiderate behavior will not be tolerated. Please turn off your cell phones before class!

Participation in class is crucial to this course through discussion and the different workshops we will have: you will be assessed on your participation.

Be prepared for class: reading the material is essential for a good, interesting, and productive discussion. 

Statement on Americans with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and would like accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234 (962-3081).

Academic Misconduct:  Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars.  Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university—or a combination of these. (Please see Section II of the Student Handbook and Planning Calendar: Campus Citizenship (Academic), p. 32ff. Campus Citizenship (Behavior), p. 41ff.)   TRANSLATION:  Cheating in Dr. Hartman’s classes results in profound misery and regret, both on the part of the student and the professor.

Assignments Guidelines:

Participation

40% (including class participation, engagement with material and 




attendance)

Mid-term essay
30%
Film review
  
10%

Reading notes

20%

Course Outline:

Wk1



Introduction:  Syllabus


Reading: for WEDNESDAY, http://www.english.emory.edu/Bahri/hegemony.html


Reading:  for Thursday, Foucault, Part One



Reading notes for Thursday
Wk 2



Reading: Halperin, “Is there a History of Sexuality?” (JSTOR)



Reading: Rubin, “Thinking Sex” 

Lecture: Sex in the 19th century 

Wk 3



Reading: Foucault, Part Two



Karin A. Martin, “Gender and Sexuality: Medical Opinion on 




Homosexuality, 1900-1950” (JSTOR)



Discussion 


Reading: Foucault, History of Sexuality, pp. 92-114


Discussion 


(excerpts from Far from Heaven)



Wk 4

Reading: Chauncey, "From Sexual Inversion to Homosexuality,” Passion and Power  & Peiss, “Charity Girls,” Passion and Power


Film: Tipping the Velvet

Wk 5


Reading: Isherwood, A Single Man


Film: Celluloid Closet; Before Stonewall

Wk 6


Midterm Paper on theories of sexuality



Lecture: Sexuality & Identity in the 20th century (I)



Film showing, 7pm: Aimee & Jaguar



Film review due:






Wk 7


Film: Boys Don’t Cry

Wk 8


Sex in a Post-1945 World



Reading: D'Emilio, "The Homosexual Menace" 



Discussion



Reading: Kennedy & Davis. "Reproduction of Butch-Fem Roles"


Reading: Trumpet


Discussion

Wk 9

Reading: Trumpet


Lecture: 1970s Sexual Radicalism
Reading: & Padgug, "Gay Villain, Gay Hero" 



Discussion 


Heterosexuality and Its Discontents
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