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Course Description

History 202 covers U.S. history from Reconstruction to the present.  It traces the transformation of the United States from a predominantly agrarian, rural society to one of the world’s most powerful industrial nations.  Examining the major social, political, economic, and cultural developments which have shaped the American experience, we will explore the meaning of this experience as interpreted by the nation’s diverse inhabitants.  Race, class, and gender will thus function as key analytical concepts.  Following the Civil War, African Americans, American women, and many others remained excluded from full participation as citizens in American society.  Much of the drama of the nation’s history over the past century has come from the courageous efforts by these groups to expand their civil and political rights.  Industrialization also characterized this period, for it lured immigrants, helped create large cities, transformed the workplace, and produced great wealth.  However, it also generated new forms of poverty and inequality, fueled political corruption and class conflict, introduced environmental problems, and stimulated various reform efforts.  Finally, we will examine the development of the U.S. into a world power, focusing on the ways in which World War II, the Cold War, Vietnam, and more recent international crises have shaped modern American life.

Rather than try to address every historical event that took place following the Civil War, we will concentrate on key issues which hold special interest for scholars and which figure centrally in debates over the meaning of the American experience.  Sacrificing coverage for in-depth analysis will enable us to pay particular attention to how historians “do” history and construct arguments from various types of evidence.  Historical interpretation is “contested terrain” that involves creative investigation, careful documentation, critical thinking, logical analysis, and clear writing.  Over the course of the term, students will develop, explain, and defend their own interpretations regarding a host of major issues in the study of American history.  Above all, we will work diligently, think creatively, and have fun.  
Required Readings
John Mack Faragher, et al., Out of Many: A History of the American People, Volume II, Teaching and 

Learning Classroom Edition, 5th edition.  
Primary Source: Documents in U.S. History, Volume II.  
*Additional readings will be distributed in class and/or retrieved on my EOU webpage at http://www.eou.edu/~rdearinger/index.html
Course Format and Requirements
I envision this course as a cooperative effort.  Its format includes a mix of lectures, readings, discussion-based meetings, visual presentations, films, and (let us hope) relatively painless quizzes, essays, and exams.  I will take attendance regularly, and you will find it exceedingly difficult to do well in HIST 202 without attending class.  Moreover, a portion of your overall grade comes from participation points, and you cannot participate if you are not present. You are required to attend every class meeting, participate in discussions, and complete course readings, six quizzes, six document essays, and two exams.  Assignments are intended to provoke discussion and debate, and to underscore the “doing” of history.  Your challenge is an important and exciting one: to become an historian. You will read primary and secondary sources, “unpack” the work of other historians, and formulate your own questions and interpretations.  For the most part, you will be rewarded for the process of thinking.  I will be looking for evidence that you are thinking seriously about history, wrestling with concepts and issues raised in the readings, lectures, discussions, and films.  The success of a history course depends greatly on the willingness of everyone to participate actively.  It also depends on everyone having read the assigned material.  The quality as well as the frequency of your participation in discussions and debates will be factored into course grades. Thus, it is vital that students keep up with course readings, take detailed notes on readings and lectures, and come to class prepared to ask relevant questions, discuss course material, and contribute in ways that benefit fellow classmates.  Guidelines and expectations for quizzes, discussions, essays, and exams will be covered in class.

Learning Outcomes
Upon the completion of this course, students should be able to:
· Identify and periodize the central social, cultural, political, and economic developments in the history of the United States from 1865 to the present
· Identify and critique historical interpretations by analyzing issues in a historical context
· Locate, summarize, and critically analyze primary and secondary sources, drawing informed conclusions and formulating independent questions and critiques

· Construct and refine an historical argument verbally and in writing 
· Support an argument (written and oral) by using detailed historical evidence 
· Apply major analytical concepts, including race, class, and gender, to the study of history
Grading
Attendance and participation:

40 points

Six (6) quizzes:


15 points each (90 total)

Six (6) document essays

20 points each (120 total)
Midterm exam:



100 points

Final exam:



100 points
Grades will be determined by the following percentage basis of the 450 possible points:
A+
98-100%
A 
97-94%

A- 
90-93%

B+
87-89%

B
84-86%
B-
80-83%

C+
77-79%

C
74-76%

C-
70-73%
D+
67-69%

D
64-66%

D-
60-63%
F
59% and . . . “look out below!”


Students with Disabilities
Eastern Oregon University seeks to provide equal access to its programs, services, and activities for students with disabilities.  Any student who feels that he or she may need an accommodation for a disability may make an appointment to see me during my office hours and/or contact the Disability Services Office in Loso Hall 234, 962-3235, http://www.eou.edu/lcenter/disability_services.html
Academic Honesty and Campus Citizenship

Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class and will result in the severest of sanctions: an “F” in the course and potential disciplinary action from the university.  Please see university policy regarding academic honesty as outlined in Eastern Oregon University’s Academic Honesty Code, http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html. At all times, please remember that enrolling in college is a privilege, and that EOU expects its students to maintain satisfactory progress toward degree completion and to conduct themselves in a responsible manner.  See EOU’s Student Handbook on campus citizenship, http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/handbook.html
A Final Note

While you will most certainly experience highs, lows, struggles and triumphs during the term, I expect you to remain engaged and “stay the course.”  You must work hard, keep an open mind and a positive attitude, respect your fellow classmates and the learning environment, and perform to the very best of your ability.  I will do everything in my power to ensure that you make the most of your time and efforts in this course.  To this end, please do not hesitate to contact me with any thoughts, questions, concerns, and/or problems related to this class or to the rigors of college life in general.  At the most fundamental level, I am here for you.  
Class Schedule 
**Subject to change at the discretion of the instructor**
Students will complete all readings and papers PRIOR to class on the date listed.  
WEEK 1 – Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution
Sept. 28
Introduction
Sept. 29-30
READ: 
Out of Many, Ch. 17
Oct. 1

Document Day & Discussion
READ:  
Primary Source, Part 16, documents 1, 4, 7, 8, 10
Oct. 2

READ:  
LeeAnn Whites, “Love, Hate, Rape, Lynching: Rebecca Latimer Felton and the Gender 

  
Politics of Racial Violence”

QUIZ #1 and discussion
 
WEEK 2 – The American West in History and Memory
Oct. 5
DOCUMENT ESSAY #1 DUE (from previous week’s readings)
READ

Out of Many, Ch. 18
Oct. 6
READ:

Out of Many, Ch. 18
Oct. 7
Group discussion/debate

READ: 
Robert Dykstra, “The Cattle Towns Adjust to Violence”

Oct. 8

Document Day & Discussion
READ: 
Primary Source, Part 17, documents 5, 6, 7, 8
Oct. 9

READ:
Mary Murphy, “The Private Lives of Public Women: Prostitution in Butte, Montana, 1878-1917”
QUIZ #2 and discussion

WEEK 3 – LIFE IN Industrial AMERICA: RACE, CLASS, GENDER, AND EMpIRE
Oct. 12
DOCUMENT ESSAY #2 DUE (from previous week’s readings)

READ:

Out of Many, Ch. 19 

Oct. 13
READ:

Out of Many, Ch. 20
Oct. 14

Document Day & Discussion

READ:
Primary Source, Part 20, documents 3, 4, 8
Gail Bederman, “Gendering Imperialism: Theodore Roosevelt’s Quest for Manhood and Empire”
Oct. 15

Another Document Day!
READ:

Primary Source, Part 18, documents 4, 8, 13 AND Part 19, documents, 2, 4, 8, 11
Oct. 16

READ:
Kathy Peiss, “‘Charity Girls’ and City Pleasures: Historical Notes on Working-Class Sexuality, 1880-1920”
QUIZ #3 and discussion
WEEK 4 – REFORMING AMERICA & MAKING THE WORLD SAFE FOR DEMOCRACY
Oct. 19, 20
READ:

Out of Many, Ch. 21 
Oct. 21

READ:

Out of Many, Ch. 22

DOCUMENT ESSAY #3 DUE 
Oct. 22

Document Day & Discussion
READ:

Primary Source, Part 19, documents 5, 9, 10 AND Part 21, documents 6, 9, 12 
Oct. 23

READ:

Stephen Meyer, “Efforts at Americanization in the Industrial Workplace, 1914-1921”
QUIZ #4 and discussion
WEEK 5 – THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND THE NEW DEAL(S)
Oct. 26, 27, 28
READ:

Out of Many, Ch. 23 and Ch. 24
Oct. 29

Document Day & Discussion
READ:

Primary Source, Part 24, documents 1, 2, 4, 7


Oct. 30

FILM:

Seabiscuit
DOCUMENT ESSAY #4 DUE
WEEK 6 – WORLD WAR II AND THE ORIGINS OF THE COLD WAR 
Nov. 2
***MIDTERM EXAM*** MONDAY EVENING, time TBA, ZABEL HALL 201

Nov. 3, 4, 5
READ:

Out of Many, Ch. 25 and Ch. 26
Nov. 6

Document Day & Discussion
READ:

Primary Source, Part 25, documents 3, 4, 5, 6 AND Part 26, documents 3, 4, 5, 7
WEEK 7 – COLD WAR AMERICA: POLITICS, GENDER, AND CONTAINMENT
Nov. 9
DOCUMENT ESSAY #5 DUE
READ:

Out of Many, Ch. 27

Nov. 10
READ:

Out of Many, Ch. 27


Nov. 11

Document Day & Discussion
READ:

Primary Source, Part 27, documents 1, 3; Part 29, document 2; Part 28, document 3 
Nov. 12

READ

Elaine Tyler May, “The Commodity Gap: Consumerism and the Modern Home,” in 

Homeward Bound: American Families in the Cold War Era
QUIZ #5 and discussion

Nov. 13

FILM:

Confronting Communism
WEEK 8 – THE STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS
Nov. 16-17
READ:

Out of Many, Ch. 28
Nov. 18
Document Day & Discussion
READ:

Primary Source, Part 27, document 2, AND Part 28, documents 5, 6, 9, 10
Nov. 19

FILM:

Citizen King
Nov. 20

READ:

Stephen Oates, “Trumpet of Conscience: Martin Luther King, Jr.”
QUIZ #6 and discussion

WEEK 9 – THE VIETNAM WAR AND THE POLITICS OF IDENTITY
Nov. 23

DOCUMENT ESSAY #6 DUE (from previous week’s readings)
READ:

Out of Many, Ch. 29

Nov. 24

READ:

Out of Many, Ch. 29

Nov. 25, 26, 27
NO CLASS, THANKSGIVING BREAK
WEEK 10 – RECENT AMERICA
Nov. 30

FILM

The Fog of War
Dec. 1

Discussion
The Fog of War
Dec. 2

Document Day & Discussion

READ:

Primary Source, Part 29, documents 3, 4, 5, 7; Out of Many, Ch. 30
Dec. 3

READ:

Out of Many, Ch. 31

Dec. 4

Review for Final Exam
FINAL EXAM
Wednesday, December 9, 8:00-10:00am, ZABEL HALL 201
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