Knowles WR 121 - 8

Eastern Oregon University 
College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

	Course #
	WR 121

	Course Name
	Expository Prose Writing

	Catalog Descr.
	College-level practice of writing skills with a special emphasis on writing analytically, usually about texts. Students learn to adapt their writing processes to the rhetorical constraints of academic writing.

	Credit Hours
	4

	Instructor
	Nancy Knowles, Loso Hall 146, 541-962-3795, fax 541-962-3596, nknowles@eou.edu; Department of English/Writing, Eastern Oregon University, One University Boulevard, La Grande, OR 97850; office hours by appointment

	Time and Place
	online

	Required Texts 
	Hacker, Diana. A Writers’ Reference. Bedford/St. Martin’s. 978-0312450250. 

Eggers, Dave. Zeitoun. Vintage. 978-0307387943.
Extra credit film: When the Levees Broke, Trouble the Water, or Hurricane on the Bayou

	Prerequisites
	Accuplacer placement in WR 121 or WR 131 or completion of WR 115, and a satisfactory in-class diagnostic essay


Registration: Developing reading and writing skills in an online environment that relies almost solely on reading and writing as the modes of communication provides good practice, but this environment can also cause deep difficulty for students who struggle in those modes of communication. Online is not easier. For this reason and due to staffing issues, registration requires that students: 

· Be fully online students, usually residing outside Union County
· Have an Accuplacer Sentence Skills score greater than 86 (http://www.eou.edu/testing/pcmt.html)
Continuing in the Course:  To support student success, this course includes checkpoints by which I will determine early on whether you need assistance in completing the course and whether we can anticipate completion: 
· Completion of course work for Weeks 1 and 2

· Satisfactory quality of writing on Proctored Writing Sample

To pass these checkpoints, you will need to be able to demonstrate college-ready writing skills and to use Blackboard and communicate with me by email. You will also need to collaborate with others and submit work on time. Please stay in contact with me if you are struggling. If writing quality and/or ability to function online in a timely manner suggest you will have difficulty completing, we will discuss options. Students who do not meet checkpoints and do not contact me will be withdrawn from the course. After Week 5, the responsibility for withdrawing belongs to the student. 

Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Employ personal voice and interests to cultivate engagement with writing tasks;
2. Read critically to grow knowledge of the world, of document genres, and of writing conventions to enhance reading comprehension and writing skills; 
3. Demonstrate critical thinking by asking questions, collecting and evaluating information, and presenting answers logically by making and supporting claims;

4. Understand genres as contextual and intertextual, worth conforming to and resisting, and understand that conforming and resisting have consequences;
5. Use writing to explore concepts, document learning, assess accomplishments, and evaluate writing;

6. Understand writing as a process and employ drafting to enhance knowledge and skills;

7. Use a writing community to gauge readers’ expectations of and reactions to writing, and read the writing of others critically to internalize strategies for analyzing and improving one’s own writing;

8. Produce effective academic writing for particular subjects, occasions, audiences, and purposes, including attention to the conventions of Standard Written English; and
9. Demonstrate the ability to locate, evaluate, integrate, and cite source materials.
Course Requirements:

Blackboard: This course meets fully online, employing Blackboard technology. 
EOU Email: Blackboard requires use of EOU email. If you have not used your EOU email before, please set it up in Webster: http://www.ous.edu/webster/. If you would like assistance in redirecting mail from your EOU email account to the account you regularly use, please contact the EOU Computer Help Desk: http://www.eou.edu/it/student/help_desk.html.

Carnegie System: Every credit earned requires three hours of work per week, which means this course should take twelve hours each week. (An on-campus course would demand four in-class hours and eight hours of homework.)

Online learning privileges participants with strong reading and writing skills. Participants who prefer kinesthetic, interpersonal, or other kinds of learning often struggle in online courses. Success requires computer skills and also the willingness to

· locate and read all materials posted in Blackboard,
· schedule regular, realistic blocks of time to devote to the reading and writing required, and
· contact me during the week any problem arises. Because we won’t encounter each other around campus, I can’t remind you of deadlines, know if you’re having trouble, or make you feel guilty for not working on the course.  ( So, drop me an email. 

Participation: In this online course, the discussion board replaces in-class dialogue as a venue for learning. I value all constructive, thoughtful contributions and do not expect perfection. Those who cannot treat others respectfully will lose discussion board privileges. Repeated problems will result in disciplinary action. Because timely contribution benefits peers and enhances the quality of learning in this course, I will penalize for missed deadlines. 
Reading: Read all texts during the week assigned. Participants will read for an understanding of content and also to analyze others’ writing. 

Lower-Division Writing: Participants will contribute writing to their own online journals, post exercises and participate in discussion of the readings on the Blackboard discussion board, produce one on-demand writing sample, write three academic papers and an annotated works cited page, and evaluate their own writing and the writing of others. The emphasis in this work falls on learning to improve, which requires drafting and revision. Because assessing the writing of others grounds effective revision, participants will submit rough drafts for peer feedback to the discussion board, provide feedback to others, and then revise and submit revised drafts to for scoring. Revised drafts will meet expectations for format, focus, organization, development, language, and research. I will accept any additional revisions as long as I receive them by August 29. Revision grades, if higher, will replace initial grades, but revision does not guarantee higher grades. Keep copies of all your work until you receive your course grade. 
Peer Feedback: Rubrics based on course criteria guide all feedback on academic papers so that participants provide thorough descriptive comments demonstrating respect for the writer and careful analysis of writing quality. Participants who say only “Good job” will be asked to go back to the draft and describe what is working in more detail. Expect a similar depth of attention in my comments, or you are not getting your money’s worth from this course. 

Information Literacy: Participants will demonstrate the ability to identify and read scholarly source materials (texts that have been written and reviewed by experts in the field). Participants will then integrate these materials ethically into their own writing by correctly paraphrasing, quoting, and citing and accurately analyzing source materials. So that I can see how you are using source materials, I need access to them. Copies of source materials (all pages used, whether for ideas or wording) must be submitted before grading and can be mailed, submitted electronically, delivered to my mailbox, or faxed to me at 541-962-3596. 

Grading Policies and Means of Assessment: 
	
	%
	Instructions
	Outcome Assessed

	Journal
	10
	Contribute to own online journal
	1. Engagement

	Discussion Board
	20
	Share your ideas and writing and respond to others’
	1. Engagement
2. Read critically

3. Critical thinking

5. Writing to explore

7. Writing community

	Exercises
	20
	Submit in Blackboard
	2. Read critically

3. Critical thinking
4. Genres

5. Writing to explore

	Proctored Writing 
	5
	Arrange for a proctor and write in response to prompt provided
	N/A

	Three Multiple-Draft Academic Papers 
	40
	Post on discussion board and revise based on feedback 
	6. Writing as a process
8. Effective academic writing

9. Source materials

	Annotated Works Cited 
	5
	Submit in Blackboard
	9. Source materials

	Total: 
	100
	 
	


A 92-100, A- 90-91, B+ 88-89, B 82-87, B- 80-81, C+ 78-79, C 72-77, C- 70-71, D+ 68-69, D 62-67, D- 60-61, F 59 and below. Passing the course requires completing the Week 2 requirement, all four academic papers, the annotated works cited, and the proctored writing sample and earning the minimum number of points (69.5 for a C-). Incomplete grades will be awarded only to students who have completed 60% of the course, have experienced a health or other emergency confirmed by Student Affairs, or have a documented disability requiring additional time. 
Brief Outline of Course: 

Each week involves reading, exercises, journal writing, and online discussions. 

Week 1: 
Course introduction, This I Believe exercise
Week 2:
Proctored Writing Sample, genre classification, Zeitoun
Week 3:
Paper #1 rough draft, genre analysis, Zeitoun
Week 4:
Paper #1 feedback and revision, genre play, Zeitoun
Week 5:
Reflection, scholarly source materials, Zeitoun
Week 6:
Annotated Works Cited, midterm evals.
Week 7: 
Analysis, Paper #2 rough draft
Week 8:
Paper #2 feedback and revision
Week 9:
Reflection, Paper #3 rough draft, academic writing
Week 10: 
Paper #3 feedback and revision, evaluations
Finals:

Any other revisions
General Education Core (GEC) Category: Gateway (GTW)

WR 121 focuses on the interpretation of texts, written and visual, with special attention given to the characteristic assumptions that define genres, social contexts, and the diversity of cultures. WR 121 will challenge students to be aware of and to openly and respectfully address ideas that may differ from those they are familiar with, though these ideas are nevertheless the familiar terrain of the educated adult. The disciplinary methods employed in WR 121 will emphasize critical and evaluative analysis, the synthesis of ideas and points of view, the exploration of ideas in depth, and attention to the rhetorical demands of addressing diverse audiences, subjects, occasions, and purposes.

General Education Outcomes: 

1. Content Knowledge: Demonstrate increased vocabulary, content, and conceptual knowledge common to composition studies. 

3. Communication: Demonstrate the ability to read, write, communicate, taking into consideration purpose, audience and occasion.

7. Aesthetics & Humanities: Demonstrate an appreciation for aesthetic expression and the ability to analyze texts.

Statement on Academic Misconduct: Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on program or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university--or a combination of these. Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html  

Avoid cheating by submitting your own work. If you submitted the same work in another course, submitting it in WR 121 requires permission from me and the previous instructor, and the work must be revised to suit WR 121 course outcomes and assignments. 
Avoid plagiarism by using MLA or APA citation format to cite all ideas and words belonging to others. 
1. Separate your wording from the other writer’s by

a. QUOTING: putting quotation marks around wording that comes word-for-word from the original (quotes must be exact wording), and

b. PARAPHRASING: changing ALL wording and the WHOLE sentence structure for paraphrased passages that do not come word-for-word from the original. 

2. Follow all information, BOTH quoting and paraphrasing, with an in-text citation in MLA format like (Smith 45) or in APA format like (Smith, 2007, p. 45) and append a works cited page in MLA format or a references page in APA format to the document.

3. Discuss all the research information to indicate why it is important to your argument (so what?). Your writing should significantly exceed the quantity of cited information and build new ideas on it. 
WR 121 is a safe place to make mistakes. If I see cheating or plagiarism, I will assume you got scared, didn’t have time, or didn’t know better, and I will require a revision. However, failure to revise to meet my requirements will result in a zero for the assignment, which will result in course failure due to missing an assignment. I report documented cheating and intentional plagiarism to Student Affairs, which may go on your permanent record and/or affect your enrollment status.  

Statement on Americans with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.
Assignments: 

A. Journal: Use the Blackboard journal function to write for yourself. Please write regularly, at least several times per week, with about 500 words minimum weekly. Write on topics that interest you. The goal of the journal is to find the circumstances under which writing is pleasurable for you. Only you and I have access to this area. I will read to assess engagement, but I will try not to respond, as this area is more for your private writing. 
B. Discussion Board: Engage in Blackboard discussion-board discussions as assigned. Discussions will include debates, open mics, and formal response to writing. These discussions substitute for in-class dialogue and provide opportunities to interact with others. I will assess the depth of your thinking through your presentation and analysis of detail. This depth also communicates respect to your peers regarding their ideas. 
C. Exercises: Respond to instructor prompts as assigned. Exercises will include responses to readings, reflections on writing, conventions play, and other writing necessary to support the more formal academic paper assignments. Exercises are submitted to me directly, and completion earns between .5 and 2 points, depending on work involved. 
D. Proctored Writing Sample: At the beginning of the term, arrange for a proctor by contacting Testing Services and complete the Online Exam Request. 

A prompt will be provided. The sample should demonstrate your understanding of academic paper format upon beginning the course. Include an introduction with a thesis, single-topic body paragraphs beginning with transitions and topic sentences, and a conclusion. Body paragraphs should present detail as evidence and analyze it in connection with the thesis. Use only a word-processing program (no Internet access). Spellchecker, grammar check, and a dictionary may be used. 
You will be given a maximum of two hours. Allow time to plan the essay before starting and to proofread after a draft is complete. 
Students will earn full credit for completing the sample. I will use the sample to evaluate your skill level at the beginning of the course. 
E. Three Multiple-Draft Academic Papers: Each paper will have a prompt and rubric. In general, academic papers should employ academic paper content, structure, and format including:
· an introduction with a thesis, 

· single-topic body paragraphs beginning with topic sentences and transitions, and including specific evidence and analysis of the evidence in connection with the thesis,  
· a conclusion, and

· a works cited. 
F. Annotated Works Cited (AWC): Demonstrate scholarly research skills by preparing a works cited in MLA or APA format including the three scholarly sources required for Paper 2: at least one scholarly article located through Pierce Library’s databases and one credible website. Each works cited entry should be followed by a paragraph summary (précis) of the source indicating the source's argument (e.g. Smith argues that...), the evidence employed to support that argument, the purpose and audience, the credibility of the source, and the way you envision the source will be useful to your paper. Credit will be awarded for each correct citation and for each complete summary. 
Syllabus prepared by Nancy Knowles.

Revision date: 8 July 2011
WR 121 Summer 2011 Schedule (may be altered during the term as needed)

Week 1, June 20-26

This week, we’ll get a bit of the business of the course taken care of and begin attempting to determine the connection between writing and our beliefs and interests. If we can build or enhance a pleasurable connection, writing this term and beyond will be easier. Our discussion-board work will begin to lay the foundation for a writing community that can support writing feedback. 

Get started with the course:

· Read the syllabus

· Get your EOU email, if you haven’t already

· Buy your textbooks, if you haven’t already (don’t wait for them to begin work this week)

· Read Week 1 lecture (in Blackboard): Course Introduction

Prepare for next week’s Proctored Writing Sample:

· Read the Proctored Writing Sample instructions

· Contact the Testing Service (http://www.eou.edu/testing/) to identify a proctor in your region for next week's Proctored Writing Sample.

· Request the “exam” (Proctored Writing Sample): http://chinook.eou.edu/ddeforms/online_exams_post.cfm

Employ personal voice and interests to cultivate engagement with writing tasks:

· Read the Journal instructions and begin writing (500 words)

· Participate in the Week 1 Discussion Board area: self-introduction

· Read or listen two a few "This I Believe" essays of your choice located at: http://thisibelieve.org/essays/featured/

· Submit Exercise 1: This I Believe (500 words)

Week 1 checkpoint: If you participate in the self-introduction and submit Exercise 1, congratulations, you’re ready to continue in the course! If I don’t receive this work by June 26, I will email you to see whether you plan to continue. 


Week 2, June 27-July 3

This week, we'll be beginning to explore written genres and to think about the writing process. The Proctored Writing Sample will give me a baseline understanding of your writing skills without support structures like time for much revision or feedback. It earns full credit upon completion. We’ll also begin to use writing to expand critical reading skills. 

Employ personal voice and interests to cultivate engagement with writing tasks: 

· Complete Proctored Writing Sample before July 3, if possible

· Continue writing in your journal (500 words)

· Submit Exercise 2: Image Response 

Understand college reading and writing:

· Read Week 2 lecture: College, Reading, and Writing 

· Skim Hacker Section C Composing and Revising (pages 3-54) regarding “the” writing process

Use writing to think critically about genre:

· Skim sample genres

· Participate in the Week 2 Discussion Board area: genre classifications

· Read Paper 1 Assignment and Rubric and begin thinking about writing Paper 1

Use writing to better understand sentences:

· Submit Exercise 3: Sentence Play 

Read critically to grow knowledge of the world, of document genres, and of writing conventions to enhance reading comprehension and writing skills:

· Read Week 2 lecture: Introduction to Zeitoun
· Read the first 100 pages in Zeitoun
Week 2 checkpoint: If you participate in the Week 2 discussion and submit Exercise 3, congratulations, you’re ready to continue in the course! If I don’t receive this work by July 3, I will email you to see whether you plan to continue. If you missed the Week 1 checkpoint and I don’t hear from you within a week of this email, I will administratively withdraw you from the course. 


Week 3, July 4-10

This week, we’ll be thinking further about written genres by analyzing one. This analysis will also give us practice in merging our interests with academic writing. We'll also be continuing Zeitoun and taking first steps toward trusting our writing community with feedback. 

Employ personal voice and interests to cultivate engagement with writing tasks: 

· Continue writing in your journal (500 words)

· Submit Exercise 4: Sense of Place 

· Participate in the Week 3 Open Mic and respond with “applause” to others’ posts

Read critically and use writing to think critically about reading:

· Read the second 100 pages in Zeitoun
· Submit Exercise 5: Response to Reading (questioning)

Employ drafting to enhance writing:

· Post a rough draft of Paper 1 to the discussion board (feedback will occur next week)

Use writing to better understand sentences:

· Submit Exercise 6: Sentence Play 


Week 4, July 11-17

This week, we’ll be thinking further about written genres by analyzing and playing with them. We’ll continue with Zeitoun and build our writing community by providing feedback on one another’s academic writing for the first time. 

Employ personal voice and interests to cultivate engagement with writing tasks: 

· Continue writing in your journal (500 words)

· Submit Exercise 7: Interview Genre Switch 

Read critically:

· Read the third 100 pages in Zeitoun
Demonstrate the ability to read and evaluate source materials:

· Read Week 4 lecture Reading Scholarly Materials

· Open the Elder article in the Week 4 Credible Online Sources Folder (read it as you complete Exercise 8)
· Submit Exercise 8: Reading Scholarly Articles and Precis

· Skim credible online sources about Hurricane Katrina

· Submit Exercise 9: Precis

Read the writing of others critically:

· Read Week 4 lecture Formal Response to Drafts

· Post response to two drafts on the discussion board, preferably two that have not yet received feedback

Use writing to better understand sentences:

· Submit Exercise 10: Sentence Play


Week 5, July 18-24

This week, we'll be wrapping up Paper 1 and embarking on Paper 2, further exploring genre and developing our ability to engage one another and the texts of other scholars in productive academic dialogue. We will also complete Zeitoun and use our writing community to debate some of the themes emerging from that reading. 

Produce effective academic writing:

· Revise Paper 1 based on feedback and submit in the Assignments area.

Employ personal voice and interests to cultivate engagement with writing tasks: 

· Continue writing in your journal (500 words)

· Submit Exercise 11: Genre Reflection 

Read critically and use writing to explore reading:

· Complete Zeitoun
· Read sections A-2 and A-3 in Hacker on constructing and evaluating arguments

· Participate in the Week 5 Debate.

Demonstrate the ability to read, evaluate, and cite source materials:

· Read Week 5 lecture: Locating, Integrating, and Citing Sources

· Skim Hacker section R on research

· Read Paper 2 Assignment and Rubric
· Read Annotated Works Cited Assignment
· Locate at least one full-text scholarly article

· Locate/order additional potential sources

· Submit Exercise 12: Precis


Week 6, July 25-31

This week, we'll work on Paper 2, developing ideas for the first draft and finalizing the sources to include. We’ll continue with creative writing as inspiration and use sentence play to begin to hone our own language. 

Employ personal voice and interests to cultivate engagement with writing tasks: 

· Continue writing in your journal (500 words)

· Submit Exercise 13: Poem imitation 

· Participate in the Week 6 Open Mic and respond with requested feedback to others’ posts

Use writing to explore reading:

· Submit Exercise 14: Response to Reading (synthesis)

Demonstrate the ability to read, evaluate, and cite source materials:

· Submit Annotated Works Cited
Extra credit discussion (optional):

· View one of the documentary films made about Hurricane Katrina, such as When the Levees Broke, Trouble the Water, or Hurricane on the Bayou
· Discuss reactions on the discussion board

Use writing to better understand sentences:

· Submit Exercise 15: Sentence Play

Course business:

· Complete the Midterm Evaluation.


Week 7, Aug. 1-7

This week, we’ll continue our creative and sentence-level efforts while focusing on preparing a draft of Paper 2 that effectively integrates source materials and deepens the analysis. 

Employ personal voice and interests to cultivate engagement with writing tasks: 

· Continue writing in your journal (500 words)

· Submit Exercise 16: Poem imitation 

Demonstrate the ability, to read, integrate, and analyze source materials:

· Read the Krantz article in the Week 7 Weekly Guide folder

· Participate in the Week 7 source analysis discussion

Employ drafting to enhance writing:

· Post a rough draft of Paper 2 to the discussion board (feedback will occur next week)

Use writing to better understand sentences:

· Submit Exercise 17: Sentence Play


Week 8, Aug. 8-14

This week, we’ll rely once again on our writing community to provide feedback on our writing. Our analysis of others’ work will also provide us with a better sense of our own. 

Employ personal voice and interests to cultivate engagement with writing tasks: 

· Continue writing in your journal (500 words)

· Read Hacker section A4 on writing in across the disciplines

· Submit Exercise 18: Writing Life 

Read the writing of others critically:

· Review Week 4 lecture Formal Response to Drafts

· Post response to two drafts on the discussion board, preferably two that have not yet received feedback

Use writing to better understand sentences:

· Submit Exercise 19: Sentence Play


Week 9, Aug. 15-21

This week, we’ll wrap up Paper 2 and begin Paper 3 as a culminating exploration of genre, this time academic writing. 

Produce effective academic writing:

· Revise Paper 2 based on feedback and submit in the Assignments area.

Employ personal voice and interests to cultivate engagement with writing tasks: 

· Continue writing in your journal (500 words)

· Submit Exercise 20: Genre Reflection
· Participate in the Week 9 Open Mic and respond with requested feedback to others’ posts

Employ drafting to enhance writing:

· Read Paper 3 Assignment and Rubric

· Post a rough draft of Paper 3 to the discussion board (feedback will occur next week)

Use writing to better understand sentences:

· Submit Exercise 21: Sentence Play


Week 10, Aug. 22-28

This week we’ll provide feedback on Paper 3 and work on any revisions.
Employ personal voice and interests to cultivate engagement with writing tasks: 

· Continue writing in your journal (500 words)

· Submit Exercise 22: Haiku 

Read the writing of others critically:

· Post response to two drafts on the discussion board, preferably two that have not yet received feedback

Course business:

· Complete a course evaluation (see the link in the left-hand column)


Finals: Monday, August 29

Produce effective academic writing:

· Revise Paper 3 based on feedback and submit in the Assignments area. 

