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EASTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY 

College of Arts and Sciences 
Course Syllabus
	Course #
	ENGL 310

	Name of Course
	Regional Authors Workshop

	Catalog Descr.
	Topics designed to meet current needs of students.

	Credit Hours
	2

	Instructor
	Nancy Knowles, Loso Hall 146, 541-962-3795, fax 541-962-3596, nknowles@eou.edu; Department of English/Writing, Eastern Oregon University, One University Boulevard, La Grande, OR 97850; office hours by appointment

	Time and Place
	Independent study

	Required Books 
	· Lesley, Craig. Winterkill. New York: Picador, 1984. 978-0-312-15244-4. –OR– Gloss, Molly. The Jump-Off Creek. New York: Mariner, 1989. 978-0-618-56587-0. 

· Venn, George. Off the Main Road. Portland: Prescott St. Press, 1978.

· basalt

· Oregon East

· course packet

· two self-selected books from the recommended list

	Prerequisites
	ENGL 206 or 207, and one British or American survey course. Student must have at least junior standing to register for this course. 


In celebration of Oregon’s 150th birthday, this two-credit course will include a novel and a selection of short stories, poetry, and nonfiction, all either about Eastern Oregon or by writers living in Eastern Oregon. English majors may be able to use this course as an upper-division elective. 
Learning Outcomes (Upon completion of this course, students will be able to...): 

1. Read regional literature critically (question, interpret, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate)
2. Identify literary techniques and analyze their effects within and among works
3. Interpret textual evidence to support claims made about technique
4. Employ literary theory to identify one's approach to literature and understand other approaches
5. Situate regional literature in its socio-historical and biographical context
6. Produce effective interpretation
7. Perform scholarly research 
Definitions and Rationale:

Texts: Texts are any literature we analyze. 

Reading: Reading is a process by which we enter into the lives of characters and gain pleasure from the artistic or aesthetic arrangement of details. Through entering into the lives of characters, we learn to think outside the confines of our lived experience, to understand other people and cultures, to value individual and ordinary experiences, to imagine better futures and long for justice (Pontusco and Thornton 65), and to better understand ourselves (Felski 7). While gaining pleasure from the artistic or aesthetic arrangement of detail, we learn to think artistically, beyond the boundaries of logic, to grasp meaning intuitively and extend it imaginatively. This kind of thinking grounds major discoveries that extend understanding beyond the known and into the unknown. Practicing reading therefore helps develop not only comprehension but also compassion, cultural awareness, ethics, self-understanding, and imaginative thinking, all skills valuable to our own quality of life and in families, college, the workplace, and the community. 

Literary Interpretation: This course focuses on interpretation where we make meaning from literature. Making meaning demands critical thinking strategies that range from simple tasks such as demonstrating knowledge of literary terms and comprehension of textual content to more complex tasks such as applying theory to literature, analyzing texts for patterns and meanings, synthesizing information from various sources to draw new conclusions, and evaluating texts, theories, and interpretations. Like reading, interpretive skills improve lived experience and ground success in college and the workplace by providing practice in identifying key concepts and in interpreting the texts surrounding us. 

Scholarship: Professional literature study results in published thesis-driven academic papers supported by exhaustive research. To get a taste of the work professionals do, we will write short literary analyses, read published scholarly interpretations and theory and learn to summarize them, complete a research assignment, and produce a project, all of which approximate the kind of writing literature scholars perform. 

Course Requirements: 

Carnegie System: Every credit earned requires 30 hours of work, which means this course should take 60 hours.
Reading: Read as assigned in the schedule. 

Upper-Division Writing: Literary scholars produce written interpretation, usually in thesis-driven, academic-paper format. We will produce five 250-word responses to the literature, two 500-word essays, and a “Sense of Place” project. I accept assignment revisions. Revision grades, if higher, will replace initial grades, but revision does not guarantee higher grades. Keep copies of all your work until you receive your official course grade. 
Information Literacy: Participants will demonstrate the ability to identify and read scholarly source materials (texts that have been written and reviewed by experts in the field). Participants will then integrate these materials ethically into their own writing by correctly paraphrasing, quoting, and citing and accurately analyzing source materials. So that I can see how you are using source materials, I need access to them. Copies of source materials (all pages used, whether for ideas or wording) must be submitted before grading and can be mailed, submitted electronically, delivered to my mailbox, or faxed to me at 541-962-3596. 
Extra Credit: Up to five points of extra credit will be awarded for attending literary events during the summer, particularly literary events associated with the Crossing the Blues: La Grande Summer Festival Saturday, August 22. 
Grading Policies and Means of Assessment: 

	 
	%
	Instructions
	Outcome Assessed

	Five 250-Word Postings
	30
	Email to instructor
	1-6

	Two 500-Word Essays
	30
	Email to instructor
	1-6

	Annotated Works Cited
	10
	Email to instructor
	7

	“Sense of Place” Project
	30
	Develop a project that combines reflection on Eastern Oregon with literary analysis; email to instructor; revise based on instructor feedback
	1-7

	Total: 
	100
	 
	


A 92-100, A- 90-91, B+ 88-89, B 82-87, B- 80-81, C+ 78-79, C 72-77, C- 70-71, D+ 68-69, D 62-67, D- 60-61, F 59 and below

Passing the course requires earning at least 69.5 and completing the essays, annotated works cited, and project.
Brief Outline of Course: 

· Complete assigned reading and 250-word responses

· Complete 500-word essays

· Complete AWC

· Draft and revise Project

Statement on Academic Misconduct: Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on program or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university--or a combination of these. Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html  

Avoid cheating by submitting your own work. If you submitted the same work in another course, submitting it in ENGL 310 requires permission from me and the previous instructor, and the work must be revised to suit ENGL 310 course outcomes and assignments. 
Avoid plagiarism by using MLA citation format to cite all ideas and words belonging to others. 

1. Separate your wording from the other writer’s by

a. QUOTING: putting quotation marks around wording that comes word-for-word from the original (quotes must be exact wording), and

b. PARAPHRASING: changing ALL wording and the WHOLE sentence structure for paraphrased passages that do not come word-for-word from the original. 

2. Follow all information, BOTH quoting and paraphrasing, with an in-text citation in MLA format like (Smith 45) and append a works cited page in MLA format to the document.

3. Discuss all the research information to indicate why it is important to your argument (so what?). Your writing should significantly exceed the quantity of cited information and build new ideas on it. 

Please see the following website for MLA format: http://www.ccc.commnet.edu/mla/index.shtml

ENGL 310 is a safe place to make mistakes. If I see cheating or plagiarism, I will assume you got scared, didn’t have time, or didn’t know better, and I will require a revision. However, failure to revise to meet my requirements will result in a zero for the assignment, which may result in course failure due to missing an assignment. I report documented cheating and intentional plagiarism to Student Affairs, which may go on your permanent record and/or affect your enrollment status.  

Statement on Americans with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 541-962-3081.

Assignments: 
Five 250-Word Postings: Write a minimum of 250 words on the text assigned by indicating what interests you about it, quoting a passage, and commenting on the wording of the passage. Response based on personal experience is fine. Please include in-text citations for readings like this (Author 22) so that others can locate the pages on which you found the information. No works cited is required. Responses should include your name, course, and date at the top, be double-spaced, and employ a 12-point font and 1” or 1.25” margins. Responses earn 6 points each. 
Two 500-Word Essays: Write two minimum 500-word essays, each with an introduction, one or more body paragraphs, and a conclusion. These may be based on the 250-word responses. Essays should include your name, course, and date at the top, be double-spaced, and employ a 12-point font and 1” or 1.25” margins. They should have the following features:
· The thesis should appear in the introduction and make a claim about something that interests you about the text(s) (3 points)

· The structure should employ logically ordered, single-topic paragraphs and transitions (3 points)
· The analysis should present evidence from the text by quoting one passage per body paragraph (3 points)

· The analysis should discuss the wording of the quoted passages, why the quotes are important, and how they support your claim (3 points)
· Include in-text references and a works cited in MLA format (3 points)

Propose “Sense of Place” Project: Submit a paragraph summarizing your plans for the “Sense of Place” project. Include a clear argument about what you see as important in this literature. 
Annotated Works Cited: Demonstrate scholarly research skills by preparing a works cited in MLA format including a minimum of three scholarly sources related to the “Sense of Place” Project. Scholarly sources are peer-reviewed journal articles and books. At least one should be a journal article located through the MLA Bibliography. Internet sites may be used in the project only with permission and will not count toward the three sources for this assignment. Each works cited entry should be followed by a paragraph summary of the source indicating the source's argument (e.g. Smith argues that...), the evidence employed to support that argument, the purpose and audience, and the way you envision the source will be useful to your project. Submit copies of relevant pages from source materials not provided in class or available in full-text online.
“Sense of Place” Project: Develop a project that demonstrates your understanding of the literature of Eastern Oregon. This project must make a clear argument regarding what you see as important in this literature, and it must employ at least one academic essay with the 500-word essay expectations for thesis, structure, analysis, citation, and format. Options:

· Write an academic paper of at least five pages (1250-word) that addresses two or more of the works studied. This essay can extend previous course writings but must add significantly to them. 
· Produce creative writing (a short story, a set of poems, creative non-fiction, a one-act play or screenplay, or other) related to Eastern Oregon, and write an academic paper of at least two pages (500 words) that situates your work in the context of two or more of the works studied. 

· Produce a multigenre project (consider photography, video, web page, dance, acting, music, and/or 2- or 3-D art) related to Eastern Oregon, and write an academic paper of at least two pages (500 words) that situates your work in the context of two or more of the works studied. 
· Write a lesson plan that addresses the literature studied. The lesson plan should include readings, materials, schedule, activities, and connection to any Oregon standards and/or building or district curriculum initiatives. In addition, write an academic paper of at least two pages (500 words) that provides the rationale for the lesson and situates it in the context of this course and the research performed for the annotated works cited. 

Requirements:

· Meet expectations for academic writing and for the assignment as outlined in the assignment rubric. 
· Refer to at least three scholarly sourced included in the Annotated Works Cited assignment, properly quoting or paraphrasing from them. 

· Email a rough draft to the instructor. 
· Revise between the rough draft and the final draft. 

· Include a works cited in MLA format. 

· Submit copies of any secondary materials beyond those provided in the course or available in full-text online. 
Schedule
· Read Lesley or Gloss and email 250-word response to instructor

· Read Venn and email 250-word response 

· Read basalt, Oregon East, and course pack and email 250-word response 

· Email first 500-word essay

· Read first self-selected text and email 250-word response 

· Email “Sense of Place” Project proposal

· Read second self-selected text and email 250-word response 

· Email second 500-word essay

· Email AWC and send copies of source pages, if needed

· Email draft of “Sense of Place” Project

· Revise and resubmit AWC and Project based on instructor feedback

· Submit any assignment revisions
Optimal deadline: Aug. 31

Works Cited

Felski, Rita. “Remember the Reader.” Chronicle Review 55.7 (19 Dec. 2008): 7. 

Pontuso, James F. and Saranna R. Thornton. “Is Outcomes Assessment Hurting Higher Education?” Thought & Action (Fall 2008): 61-69. 

Syllabus prepared by Nancy Knowles. Revision date: 12 Aug. 2009
Recommended Reading List

Eastern Oregon Authors
Contact information is included for self-published and small-press books. 

Attebury, Nancy Garhan. Gloria Steinem: Champion of Women’s Rights. Point Books, 2006.

Axelrod, David. The Cartographer’s Melancholy. [poetry] Eastern Washington UP, 2005. 
---. Troubled Intimacies: A Life in the Interior West. Corvallis: Oregon State UP, 2004. 

Beers, Shaindel. A Brief History of Time. [poetry] Cambridge, UK: Salt, 2009. 

Brand, R. With Charon: Laughing to Beat the Band. [poetry] Elgin, OR: Dry Side P, 2006. ron.brand@gmail.com.
Button, C. F. Cow Cookies. [mystery] Baker City, OR: Snakeweed P, 2004. http://www.snakeweedpress.com/
---. Coyote Staircase. [mystery] Baker City, OR: Snakeweed P, 2007. http://www.snakeweedpress.com/
---. Quicksand Plot. [mystery] Baker City, OR: Snakeweed P, 2005. http://www.snakeweedpress.com/
Carter, Glenda M. Sacred Shadow, Sacred Ground: A Vietnam War Widow’s Journey through Unresolved Grief. North Powder, OR: Two Rainbows. http://www.tworainbowspublishing.com/
Dielman, Eloise [Baker County Friends of the Library]. Historic Baker City. Arcadia, 2002. 

Dreschner, Whit. Burning the Iceberg. Eddie Tern P, 1991. http://www.whitdeschner.com/eddietern.html
---. Travels with a Kayak. Eddie Tern P, 1997. http://www.whitdeschner.com/eddietern.html
Jones, Kerry A. Cast in Stone. [romance] Baker City, OR: Black Lyon Publishing, LLC. http://www.blacklyonpublishing.com/
---. Loved Enough. [romance] Baker City, OR: Black Lyon Publishing, LLC. http://www.blacklyonpublishing.com/
---. Orion in the Winter Sky. [romance] Baker City, OR: Black Lyon Publishing, LLC. http://www.blacklyonpublishing.com/
---. The Stone’s Release. [sequel to Cast; romance] Baker City, OR: Black Lyon Publishing, LLC. http://www.blacklyonpublishing.com/
Knotts, Joe. The Case of the Stolen Twins. [juvenile] Lulu, 2007. http://www.lulu.com/content/1058155
---. The Mystery of the Small Tower. [juvenile] Lulu, 2007. http://www.lulu.com/content/631135
Mack, Richard W. Against a Western Sky. La Grande: Wind Whistle P, 2005. http://www.rmack.wgeo.org/index.html
---. Quail Song. [western/romance] La Grande: Wind Whistle P, 2007. http://www.rmack.wgeo.org/index.html
---. Reflections in a Western River: Poems and Essays. La Grande: Wind Whistle P, 2005. http://www.rmack.wgeo.org/index.html
Madden, Thomas. Lessons for Custer: Poems. La Grande: Word Craft of Oregon, LLC, 2006. http://www.wordcraftoforegon.com/
Marlow, Roberta. The Copperfield Affair. [historical romance] Xlibris, 2007. http://geocities.com/copperfieldaffair/
McNeill, Charlie (Chuck Buchanan). Complications. [western] Durkee, OR: Sisley Creek P. http://home.sisleycreekpress.com/Sisley-Creek-Press
---. Tyler’s Law. [western] Durkee, OR: Sisley Creek P. http://home.sisleycreekpress.com/Sisley-Creek-Press
Memmott, David. Giving It Away: Poems. La Grande: Word Craft of Oregon, LLC, 2009. http://www.wordcraftoforegon.com/
---. Prime Time. [science fiction] La Grande: Word Craft of Oregon, LLC, 2007. http://www.wordcraftoforegon.com/
Merrill, Jo. Woodspurge. [poetry] John Day, OR: Homeostasis P. http://www.homeostasispress.com/
Merrill, Ted. I Only Dress the Wounds. John Day, OR: Homeostasis P. http://www.homeostasispress.com/
---. Wisdom of the Tools. [non-fiction] John Day, OR: Homeostasis P. http://www.homeostasispress.com/
Merrill, Ted and Bill Merrill. River Runts. [memoir] John Day, OR. Homeostasis P. http://www.homeostasispress.com/
Nogha, Misha. Magpies and Tigers. La Grande: Word Craft of Oregon, LLC, 2007. http://www.wordcraftoforegon.com/
---. Red Spider White Web. La Grande: Word Craft of Oregon, LLC, 1999. http://www.wordcraftoforegon.com/
Schoeningh, Debby. The Horseless Rancher. Haines, OR. The Country Side Press. http://thecountrysidepress.com/
---. Tails from the Country Side. Haines, OR. The Country Side Press. http://thecountrysidepress.com/

Schumacher, Matt. Spilling the Moon. [poetry] La Grande: Word Craft of Oregon, LLC, 2008. http://www.wordcraftoforegon.com/
Skovlin, Jon M. and Donna McDaniel Skovlin. Hank Vaughan 1849-1893: A Hell-Raising Horse Trader of the Bunchgrass Territory. [biography] Reflections, 1996. 
Steele, Pamela. Paper Bird. La Grande: Word Craft of Oregon, LLC, 2007. http://www.wordcraftoforegon.com/
Varon, Jodi. Drawing to an Inside Straight: The Legacy of an Absent Father. U of Missouri P, 2006. 

Venn, George. Marking the Magic Circle. [poetry] Corvallis: Oregon State UP, 1987.

---. Soldier to Advocate: C. E. S. Wood’s 1877 Legacy. La Grande: Word Craft of Oregon, LLC, 2006. http://www.wordcraftoforegon.com/
---. West of Paradise. [poetry] Ice River P, 1999. 

Vine, Mary. [Mary Vinecore] Maya’s Gold. [romance] Baker City, OR: Black Lyon Publishing, LLC. http://www.blacklyonpublishing.com/
Whitbeck, Rob. Oregon Sojourn. [poetry] Pygmy Forest, 2001. 

---. The Taproot Confessions. [poetry] Pygmy Forest, 2003. 

Whitworth, Constance DeNaro. Papa’s Pantry: The Art of Cooking Italian. Maverick, 1990. 
Wolff, Donald. Some Days. [poetry] La Grande: Word Craft of Oregon, LLC, 2007. http://www.wordcraftoforegon.com/
Yerges, Karen P. and Rita L. Stanley. Confronting Lyme Disease. BookSurge, 2006. 

Zacharias, Karen Spears. After the Flag Has Been Folded: A Daughter Remembers the Father She Lost to War--and the Mother Who Held Her Family Together. [memoir] Harper, 2006.
---. Hero Mama : A Daughter Remembers the Father She Lost in Vietnam--and the Mother Who Held Her Family Together. 
---. Where’s Your Jesus Now? Examining How Fear Erodes Our Faith. [non-fiction] Zondervan, 2008. 
