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EASTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY
College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

	Course #
	ENGL 206 (61371)

	Name of Course
	Applied Literary Criticism

	Catalog Desc.
	Study of selected critical approaches toliterature, with emphasis on writing critiques of literary works

	Credit Hours
	3

	Instructor
	Nancy Knowles, Loso Hall 146, 541-962-3795, fax 541-962-3596, nknowles@eou.edu; Department of English/Writing, Eastern Oregon University, One University Boulevard, La Grande, OR 97850; office hours Mon. and Thurs. 10-10:50, Tues. 12-12:50, and by appointment.

	Time and Place
	MTR LH 117 

	Required Books 
	· Lentricchia, Frank and Thomas McLaughlin, eds. Critical Terms for LiteraryStudy. 2nd ed. U of Chicago P, 1995. 978-0226472034.

· Morrison, Toni. Paradise. Plume, 1999. 978-0452280397.

	Prerequisites
	WR 121 or 131, and any 100-level English course.


Learning Outcomes (Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to...):

· Understand literary theory as occurring in all literary interpretation

· Identify, explain, and apply theoretical concepts orally and in writing

Methods:

Reading Literature: Reading literature is a process by which we enter into the lives of characters and gain pleasure from the artistic or aesthetic arrangement of details. Through entering into the lives of characters, we learn to think outside the confines of our lived experience, to understand other people and cultures, to value individual and ordinary experiences, to imagine better futures and long for justice (Pontusco and Thornton 65), and to better understand ourselves (Felski 7). While gaining pleasure from the artistic or aesthetic arrangement of detail, we learn to think artistically, beyond the boundaries of logic, to grasp meaning intuitively and extend it imaginatively. This kind of thinking grounds major discoveries that extend understanding beyond the known and into the unknown. Practicing reading therefore helps develop not only comprehension but also compassion, cultural awareness, ethics, self-understanding, and imaginative thinking, all skills valuable to our own quality of life and in families, college, the workplace, and the community. 

In-Class Meetings: We will use class meetings to actively practice literary interpretation and the application of literary theory. Expect to work with language; examine it logically; connect literature and literary theory to history, biography, and research and to our own understanding; and communicate those connections to others. 
Literary Interpretation: This course focuses on interpretation where we make meaning from literature. Making meaning demands critical thinking strategies that range from simple tasks such as demonstrating knowledge of literary terms and comprehension of textual content to more complex tasks such as applying theory to literature, analyzing texts for patterns and meanings, synthesizing information from various sources to draw new conclusions, and evaluating texts, theories, and interpretations. Like reading, interpretive skills improve lived experience and ground success in college and the workplace by providing practice in identifying key concepts and in interpreting the texts surrounding us. 

Scholarship: Professional literature study results in published thesis-driven academic papers supported by exhaustive research. To get a taste of the work professionals do, we will write analyses studying literary theory and applying it to literature. 

Writing Revision: In order to improve our understanding of scholarly writing, we will share writing in response groups and provide feedback based on rubrics. Response groups provide an opportunity to see how others address the assignment and to get feedback, but more importantly they provide the opportunity to use assignment criteria to analyze the work of others, practice that makes us better prepared to revise our own writing. 
Course Requirements: 

Blackboard: This course will employ Blackboard for some lecture and grade information. 
EOU Email: Blackboard requires use of EOU email. If you have not used your EOU email before, please set it up in Webster: http://www.ous.edu/webster/. If you would like assistance in redirecting mail from your EOU email account to the account you regularly use, please contact the EOU Computer Help Desk: http://www.eou.edu/it/student/help_desk.html.

Carnegie System: Every credit earned requires three hours of work per week, which means this course should take nine hours each week, including class meetings.

Attendance and Participation: Because discussion provides the understanding necessary to succeed on graded assignments, attendance and participation are required. Three absences are permitted, so please reserve these for emergencies and illness. Please do not attend class if you are ill or should be resting. Absences related to EOU-sponsored events, such as athletics travel or course field trips are excused with advance notification. No excuses for additional absences will be considered without an official Student Affairs email indicating a significant, documented illness, family emergency, or other extreme personal issue that affects all courses. In this situation, contact Student Affairs at 541-962-3536 or saffairs@eou.edu, and present documentation. Four absences and each absence after that drops the course grade a letter grade.

I value all constructive, thoughtful contributions to class discussion and do not expect perfection. Those who cannot treat others respectfully may be asked to leave class. Repeated problems will result in disciplinary action. Because timely contributions enhance the quality of learning in this course, I will penalize for missed deadlines.
Reading: Read all texts during the week assigned. 

Lower-Division Writing: Literary scholars produce written interpretation, usually in thesis-driven, academic-paper format. In this class, we will produce two short and two long analyses. The long analyses will involve at least two drafts. Participants must provide feedback on one another’s drafts, guided by the assignment rubrics, as a means of learning better to revise their own. I will accept any assignment revisions as long as I receive them by March 14. Revision grades, if higher, will replace initial grades, but revision does not guarantee higher grades. Keep copies of all your work until you receive your official course grade. 
Feedback: Learning to write effective thesis-driven literary analysis requires practice in analyzing the literary analysis of others. Rubrics based on course criteria guide feedback on the analyses so that participants provide thorough descriptive comments demonstrating respect for the writer and careful analysis of writing quality. Participants who say only “Good job” will be asked to go back to the draft and describe what is working in more detail. Expect a similar depth of attention in my comments, or you are not getting your money’s worth from this course. 

Information Literacy: Participants will demonstrate the ability to identify and read scholarly source materials (texts that have been written and reviewed by experts in the field). Participants will then integrate these materials ethically into their own writing by correctly paraphrasing, quoting, and citing and accurately analyzing source materials. If you use source materials beyond those assigned in class, I need access to them. Copies of source materials (all pages used, whether for ideas or wording) must be submitted before grading and can be mailed, submitted electronically, delivered to my mailbox, or faxed to me at 541-962-3596. 
Extra Credit: Participants may earn up to five points of extra credit for excellent classroom participation, use of the Writing Lab (submit a blue slip or email documentation), and/or summary reflections on on-campus and local literary events.
Grading Policies and Means of Assessment: 
All methods assess all learning outcomes. 

	
	%

	Weekly class participation and discussion leadership
	15

	Short Analyses (2) of the use of theory in published criticism
	20

	Long Analyses (2) applying theory in the analysis of literature
	50

	Final Examination demonstrating the ability to identify, explain, and apply theoretical concepts
	15

	Total: 
	100


A 92-100, A- 90-91, B+ 88-89, B 82-87, B- 80-81, C+ 78-79, C 72-77, C- 70-71, D+ 68-69, D 62-67, D- 60-61, F 59 and below. Passing the course requires completing the analyses and final examination and earning the minimum number of points (69.5 for a C-). Incomplete grades will be awarded only to students who have completed 60% of the course, have experienced a health or other emergency confirmed by Student Affairs, or have a documented disability requiring additional time.

Brief Outline of Course: 

Week 1:
Introduction to literary theory, begin reading Paradise
Week 2: 
Representation and interpretation

Week 3:
Writing, structure, and narrative

Week 4:
Figurative language, author, and intention, Short Analysis 1 due

Week 5: 
Unconscious and performance, draft of Long Analysis 1 due

Week 6: 
Value/evaluation, canon, and popular culture, revise Long Analysis 1

Week 7: 
Ethics, rhetoric, and culture

Week 8:
Gender and race, Short Analysis 2 due

Week 9: 
Class, draft of Long Analysis 2 due

Week 10:
Ideology and imperialism/nationalism, revise Long Analysis 2

Any revisions due: Monday, March 14
Final Exam:
Thurs., March 17, 1-3 PM
University Writing Requirement (UWR) Outcomes:

· Students will produce at least 3,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 1,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism.  

· Students will be introduced to the discourse forms appropriate to the discipline the course represents.  

· Students will write at least one paper integrating information from at least one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course.  

· Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work.  

· Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor. 

The UWR requires a C- course grade.
Statement on Academic Misconduct: Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on program or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university--or a combination of these. Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html  

Avoid cheating by submitting your own work. If you submitted the same work in another course, submitting it in ENGL 448 requires permission from me and the previous instructor, and the work must be revised to suit ENGL 448 course outcomes and assignments. 
Avoid plagiarism by using MLA citation format to cite all ideas and words belonging to others. 

1. Separate your wording from the other writer’s by

a. QUOTING: putting quotation marks around wording that comes word-for-word from the original (quotes must be exact wording), and

b. PARAPHRASING: changing ALL wording and the WHOLE sentence structure for paraphrased passages that do not come word-for-word from the original. 

2. Follow all information, BOTH quoting and paraphrasing, with an in-text citation in MLA format like (Smith 45) and append a works cited page in MLA format to the document.

3. Discuss all the research information to indicate why it is important to your argument (so what?). Your writing should significantly exceed the quantity of cited information and build new ideas on it. 

Please see the following website for MLA format: http://www.ccc.commnet.edu/mla/index.shtml

ENGL 206 is a safe place to make mistakes. If I see cheating or plagiarism, I will assume you got scared, didn’t have time, or didn’t know better, and I will require a revision. However, failure to revise to meet my requirements will result in a zero for the assignment, which will result in course failure due to missing an assignment. I report documented cheating and intentional plagiarism to Student Affairs, which may go on your permanent record and/or affect your enrollment status.  

Statement on Americans with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 541-962-3081.

Works Cited
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Syllabus prepared by Nancy Knowles.

Revision date: 4 Nov. 2011
Schedule: (may be changed in class)
	Date
	Discussion 
	Assignments Due

	Week 1
1/3M
	Course introduction
	 

	1/4T
	Introduction to literary theory
	 

	1/6R
	Discuss Paradise
	Paradise "Ruby," "Mavis," and "Grace" sections due

	 
	 
	 

	Week 2
1/10M
	Representation: what is artistic representation?
	In Lentricchia "Representation"

	1/11T
	Interpretation: what do we do when we read a text?
	In Lentricchia "Interpretation"


	1/13R
	Discuss Paradise
	Paradise "Seneca," "Divine," and "Patricia" sections due

	 
	 
	 

	Week 3
1/17M
	MLK Holiday—no class
	

	1/18T
	No class (my professional travel)
	

	1/20R
	Writing: how does art ("text") represent ideas?

Structure: why is the structure of a text important to interpretation?


	In Lentricchia "Writing"and “Structure” 
Complete Paradise 

	 
	 
	 

	Week 4
1/24M
	Narrative: what are the effects of narrative structure?
	In Lentricchia “Narrative”

Read Paradise criticism #1 and bring copy to class

	1/25T
	Figurative Language: what are the effects of figurative language?
	In Lentricchia "Figurative Language"

	1/27R
	Author: should knowledge about the author influence interpretation?
	In Lentricchia "Author"
Submit Short Analysis 1

	 
	 
	 

	Week 5
1/31M
	Response Groups
	Bring 3 copies of Long Analysis 1

	1/1T
	Intention: should the author's intention affect interpretation?
	In Lentricchia "Intention"

	1/3R
	Unconscious: can meaning be unconscious (not intended)?
	In Lentricchia "Unconscious"

	 
	 
	 

	Week 6
2/7M
	Performance: how is interpretation like performance?
	Submit revised Long Analysis 1
In Lentricchia "Performance"

	2/8T
	Value/Evaluation: how should readers value literature?
	In Lentricchia "Value/Evaluation"

	2/10R
	No class (my professional travel)
	

	 
	 
	 

	Week 7
2/14M
	Canon: what are the values/problems with the canon?
	In Lentricchia "Canon"


	2/15T
	Popular Culture: how does popular culture resist the canon?
	In Lentricchia “Popular Culture”

	2/17R
	Ethics: should ethics influence interpretation and/or evaluation?
	In Lentricchia "Ethics"

	 
	 
	 

	Week 8
2/21M
	Rhetoric: how is art rhetorical?
	In Lentricchia "Rhetoric"

Read Paradise criticism #2 

	2/22T
	Culture: how does culture relate to art?
	In Lentricchia "Culture"
Submit Short Analysis 2


	2/24R
	How does gender affect interpretation?
	In Lentricchia "Gender"


	 
	 
	 

	Week 9
2/28M
	Response Groups
	Bring 3 copies of Long Analysis 2

	3/1T
	How does race affect interpretation?
	In Lentricchia "Race"

	3/3R
	How does class affect interpretation?
	In Lentricchia "Class"

	 
	 
	 

	Week 10
3/7M
	How does ideology affect interpretation?
	Submit revised Long Analysis 2
In Lentricchia "Ideology"

	3/8T
	How do imperialism and nationalism affect interpretation?
	In Lentricchia "Imperialism/Nationalism"


	3/10R
	Course Evaluations
	 

	 
	 
	 

	3/17R
	Final Examination
	 


