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PHIL 102 PHIL 102 
Ethics, Politics, & Law Ethics, Politics, & Law 

Spring 2008 Spring 2008 

The Right to Die The Right to Die 

My Interests My Interests 

My happiness My happiness 

My career My career 

My family My family My marriage My marriage 

My death My death My health My health 

Why is diminished existence Why is diminished existence 
a bad thing? a bad thing? 

Pain and Pain and 
experiential experiential 

interests interests 

Dementia Dementia 

Nancy B's Nancy B's 
critical critical 

interests interests 

Nancy B's Nancy B's 
experiential experiential 

interests interests 

Dworkin's Dworkin's 
analysis analysis 

Vegetative Vegetative 
state state 

Euthanasia Euthanasia 

Mercy killing Mercy killing 

Active Active 
euthanasia euthanasia 

Passive Passive 
euthanasia euthanasia Suicide Suicide 

• •Conscious and Conscious and 
competent competent 

• •Conscious and Conscious and 
incompetent incompetent 
• •Unconscious Unconscious 

Autonomy Autonomy
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Nancy Cruzan Nancy Cruzan 

Privacy Privacy vs vs 
liberty liberty 
interest interest 

Karen Ann Karen Ann 
Quinlan Quinlan 

Facts of the Facts of the 
case case 

Decisions in Decisions in 
Missouri Missouri 

Cruzan v Director, Missouri Cruzan v Director, Missouri 
Dept. of Health Dept. of Health (1990) (1990) 

Clear and Clear and 
convincing convincing 
evidence evidence 

Scalia's Scalia's 
concurrence concurrence 

O'Connor's O'Connor's 
concurrence concurrence 

Rehnquist's Rehnquist's 
calculation calculation 

Steven's Steven's 
dissent dissent 

Brennan's Brennan's 
dissent dissent 

Gonzalez v. Oregon Gonzalez v. Oregon (2006) (2006) 

Oregon Death Oregon Death 
with Dignity with Dignity 

Act Act 

Speculation Speculation 
about the about the 
decision decision 

Federalism Federalism Ashcroft Ashcroft 
decision decision 

Is there a Is there a 
right to die? right to die? 

Narrow Narrow 
administrative administrative 

ruling ruling


