
1 

Etymology Etymology “ “Sexually explicit Sexually explicit” ” 

Primarily designed Primarily designed 
to produce sexual to produce sexual 

arousal arousal 
That is bad That is bad 

Pornography Pornography 

Morally corrupting Morally corrupting Protecting society Protecting society 

Paternalistic Paternalistic 
protection protection 

Full Full­ ­scale scale 
censorship censorship 

Traditional argument Traditional argument 
against pornography against pornography 

Presumption in Presumption in 
favor of liberty favor of liberty 

Right to freedom of Right to freedom of 
expression expression 

Right to privacy Right to privacy Comparative Comparative 
harmlessness harmlessness 

Liberal defense of Liberal defense of 
Pornography Pornography
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Sexual equality Sexual equality Academic feminism Academic feminism 

Social/political Social/political 
feminism feminism Radical feminism Radical feminism 

Feminism Feminism 

Not harmless Not harmless 
Oppression and Oppression and 
exploitation of exploitation of 

women women 

Erotica Erotica Subordination of Subordination of 
women women 

Feminist critiques Feminist critiques 
of pornography of pornography 

• • Born 1946 Born 1946 
• • B.A. Smith 1968 B.A. Smith 1968 
• • J.D. Yale 1977 J.D. Yale 1977 
• • Ph.D. Yale 1987 Ph.D. Yale 1987 
• • Michigan Law Michigan Law 
School since 1990 School since 1990 

• • University of University of 
Chicago Law Chicago Law 
School since 1997 School since 1997 

Minneapolis and Minneapolis and 
Indianapolis Indianapolis No criminal charges No criminal charges 

Authorizing civil Authorizing civil 
remedies remedies 

Overturned by the Overturned by the 
Supreme Court Supreme Court 

Municipal statutes Municipal statutes
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Women portrayed Women portrayed 
as dehumanized as dehumanized 

sexual objects sexual objects 

Enjoying Enjoying 
humiliation and humiliation and 

pain pain 

Enjoying rape, Enjoying rape, 
incest, incest, assualt assualt 

Objects mutilated Objects mutilated 
and physically hurt and physically hurt 

MacKinnon MacKinnon’ ’s s 
complaints complaints 

Positions of sexual Positions of sexual 
submission, submission, 

servility and display servility and display 

Reduced to vaginas, Reduced to vaginas, 
breasts, and breasts, and 

buttocks buttocks 

Penetration by Penetration by 
objects and animals objects and animals 

Degraded, filthy, Degraded, filthy, 
inferior inferior 

MacKinnon MacKinnon’ ’s s 
complaints complaints 

Harm to the woman Harm to the woman 
in the making of in the making of 

pornography pornography 
Linda Linda “ “Lovelace Lovelace” ” 

Harms to women as Harms to women as 
a group from the a group from the 
consumption of consumption of 

pornography pornography 

• •Violent sexual Violent sexual 
crime crime 

• •Stereotypes of Stereotypes of 
women women 

Mackinnon Mackinnon’ ’s two s two 
types of harm types of harm 

Violation of the Violation of the 
right to speech right to speech 

Hostile environment Hostile environment 
that makes women that makes women 
reluctant to speak reluctant to speak 

at all at all 

No respect for what No respect for what 
women say even women say even 
when they say it when they say it 

Causes what they Causes what they 
say to be say to be 

misunderstood misunderstood 

Pornography as a Pornography as a 
violation of civil rights violation of civil rights
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Sexually liberating Sexually liberating 
for women for women 

Censorship causes Censorship causes 
more harm than more harm than 

good good 

Fighting Fighting 
pornography pornography 

through education through education 

Alignment with Alignment with 
conservatives and conservatives and 
the religious right the religious right 

Feminist counter Feminist counter‐ ‐ 
arguments arguments 

Ultimately an Ultimately an 
empirical questions empirical questions 

Complicated causal Complicated causal 
questions questions 

Some empirical Some empirical 
verification verification 

Violence in the Violence in the 
media media 

Is pornography Is pornography 
harmful? harmful?


