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PHIL 102 PHIL 102 
Ethics, Politics, & Ethics, Politics, & 

Law Law 
Fall 2008 Fall 2008 

Mill on freedom Mill on freedom 
of expression of expression 

Life Life On Liberty On Liberty 

Harm to others Harm to others 
principle principle Free expression Free expression 

John Stuart John Stuart 
Mill Mill 

Consequentialism Consequentialism Cost/benefit Cost/benefit 
analysis analysis 

No appeal to rights No appeal to rights No appeal to No appeal to 
constitutions constitutions 

Utilitarianism Utilitarianism 

If the arguments of the present chapter are If the arguments of the present chapter are 
of any validity, there ought to exist the of any validity, there ought to exist the 

fullest liberty of professing and discussing, fullest liberty of professing and discussing, 
as a matter of ethical conviction, any as a matter of ethical conviction, any 
doctrine, however immoral it may be doctrine, however immoral it may be 

considered. considered. 

If all mankind minus one, were of one If all mankind minus one, were of one 
opinion, and only one person were of the opinion, and only one person were of the 
contrary opinion, mankind would be no contrary opinion, mankind would be no 

more justified in silencing that one more justified in silencing that one 
person, than he, if he had the power, person, than he, if he had the power, 

would be justified in silencing mankind. would be justified in silencing mankind. 

Provocative Provocative 
Quotes Quotes
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Thought and action Thought and action Thoughts and Thoughts and 
expression expression 

Doing things with Doing things with 
words words 

Words can cause Words can cause 
harm harm 

Actions/words Actions/words 

Expression of Expression of 
unpopular ideas is unpopular ideas is 

useful useful 
If the idea is true, it If the idea is true, it 

is useful is useful 

If the idea is false, it If the idea is false, it 
is useful is useful 

If the idea contains If the idea contains 
both truth and both truth and 

falsity, it is useful falsity, it is useful 

Mill Mill’ ’s Argument s Argument 

Majorities always Majorities always 
assume they know assume they know 

the truth the truth 
History proves History proves 

otherwise otherwise 

Free expression Free expression 
allows us to learn allows us to learn 

new truths new truths 

Free expression Free expression 
necessary for necessary for 

intellectual intellectual 
progress progress 

The idea might The idea might 
be true be true 

Majority Majority’’s s “ “truths truths” ” 
may indeed be true may indeed be true 

The false idea can The false idea can 
be shown to be false be shown to be false 

Received ideas Received ideas 
must be tested must be tested 

Vibrant intellectual Vibrant intellectual 
community always community always 

challenges challenges 
received ideas received ideas 

The idea may be The idea may be 
False False
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What is often the What is often the 
case case 

Healthy to learn the Healthy to learn the 
new truth new truth 

Healthy to reject the Healthy to reject the 
falsity falsity 

The ideal of the The ideal of the 
marketplace of marketplace of 

ideas ideas 

May contain both May contain both 
truth and falsity truth and falsity 

Libel and slander? Libel and slander? Inciting to riot? Inciting to riot? 

Idea is positively Idea is positively 
dangerous? dangerous? Hate speech? Hate speech? 

Limitations? Limitations? 

Law of excluded Law of excluded 
middle middle 

Is every expression Is every expression 
true or false? true or false? 

Obscenity Obscenity Pornography Pornography 

Challenging the Challenging the 
assumptions assumptions


