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DUE:  WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2008

Essays should be approximately 1200-1500 words (normal fonts and margins).  You should be prepared to discuss your paper in class on the due date.

Using the IPCC reports, as well as An Inconvenient Truth, what is the argument for global warming?  Be very specific about the causes of global warming as the contributing factors to those causes.  What role does uncertainly play in this argument?  

As you look at the evidence, what is your own conclusion about the existence of global warming?  How do you justify that position?

Assuming global warming is a fact and that first world countries contribute a majority of the CO2 emissions that contribute to global warming1, what are the policy implications?  What if meaningful action will have serious negative consequences for first world economies?

1The U.S. currently contributes almost 25% of the total CO emissions.  During the course of the 20th century, developed countries were responsible for 80% of the total greenhouse gas emissions form fossil fuels, but only have 20% of the world’s population.  (Gruber, Public Finance)
