WR 115 Essay 4 – Knowles – Bring three copies to class on Monday, December 1 
Purpose:
Introduce your writing experiences and accomplishments 

Audience:
The reader of your portfolio
Format:
Letter
· Include your name, course number, instructor name, and date in the upper right or left-hand corner

· Begin “Dear Reader:”
· Double space and use 12-point font and 1 or 1.25” margins

· Include page numbers

· Indent paragraphs and include no spaces between them

· Aim for four pages

Content:

· Begin with an introduction that will catch the reader’s attention.
· Include an argument or thesis or point at the end of your introduction: How would you describe your previous writing experiences and your WR 115 accomplishments? What ways of thinking about discourse have you gained in WR 115 that make you ready for WR 121 and writing in your other classes?
· Include several body paragraphs about your writing experiences prior to WR 115: What are your earliest writing memories? What writing do you use with friends and family? What writing do you do for yourself? What assignments did you complete during elementary, middle, and high school? What teachers were particularly helpful or not? Discuss one specific example per paragraph: describe places and people, include dialogue, and quote from your writing, if possible. 
· Include a body paragraph related to each of the first three essays we have written in WR 115: Where did you get your idea for the assignment? How did writing the first draft go? What strategies did you use? Where did you write and under what conditions? How did you decide what to include? How did you go about revising? What changes did you make? What are the strengths of this essay now? 

· At the end of each body paragraph, analyze the detail presented: What is important about your experience? How does it contribute to your success as a writer now? 
· The body paragraphs should begin with topic sentences connecting the paragraph topic to the thesis. 

· The body paragraphs should each have one topic and appear in a logical order with transitions at paragraph beginnings. 
· The conclusion should connect back to the introduction by reminding the reader of your writing strengths and readiness for college writing. 
