Writing Workshop: Using Sources as Back-up Singers for Credibility

In order for discussions in academic essays to have authority, writers turn to research to support points.  Think of these sources as back-up singers.  A writer’s lone voice (just our personal experience or opinion) is insufficient to make a valid argument.  However, writers can use quotations and paraphrases from sources to give our discussions credibility.

Below are just some examples of some ways to integrate sources into your writing.  Note that the examples use MLA (Modern Language Association) Documentation style.  If you use the author’s name in the sentence, you do not have to repeat it in the end parenthesis.

According to Smith, “Ice cream has no bones” (21).

Smith explains that “ice cream has no bones” (21).

This connects to Smith’s idea that “ice cream has no bones” (21).

Smith also asserts that “ice cream has no bones” (21).

We see this same pattern in Smith.  He argues that “ice cream has no bones” (21).

This is an example of the idea of “conditional self worth” which Smith explains in his study.  Smith writes,  “Ice cream has no bones” (21).

Your essay may at this stage in your drafting process contain concrete examples from personal experience, observation of others, and the world at large to support your thesis.  Your job as a writer is also to explain the connection between these examples and the source you are working with.  In other words, you need to do more that just summarize the source in the Introduction.  You also need to work as a tour guide in the Body of your essay, explaining the connections between your ideas/examples and the ideas in the source.

Example (Notice in the paragraph below how the writer makes an assertion, backs it up with a quote from research, and then supports the claim with an example from a film):

     When a person is not accepted into a clique, they go somewhere else and make new friends.  Adler and Adler point out, “When clique members get kicked out of the group, they leave an established circle of friends and often seek to make new ones” (167).  The film Never Been Kissed also illustrates this idea.  For example, Josie became a journalist and goes undercover as a high school student. Her first day undercover, she is made fun of by the “popular” group and is rejected from their clique again.  A girl known as a “nerd” welcomes her into her clique, and she joins a club called the Denominators.

Your task:
1) Read through your drafts looking for places to integrate sources, number the places as you go.  

2) Then reread your sources, looking for key sentences that are connected to the idea or example that you are trying to explain in your papers.  

3) Then on n the back of your paper, write out sentences which use a quotation to connect your paper to a source, using the above examples to help you.

