Praising & Developing with Detail (Telling and Showing)

The writer’s autobiography is a “personal narrative essay.”  This means that you are writing about yourself.  One of the most important features of a good personal narrative essay such as the writer’s autobiography is vivid concrete detail. Try to avoid cliché:  ex  It fell like a ton of bricks;  I felt chills up my spine;  He was as quiet as a mouse.

Before and After Paragraph Models:

Version #1 No Detail or Stories to Illustrate (what not to do):

In high school my teachers didn’t give me much feedback on my writing.  Sometimes I would turn in something I liked a lot, but I would get it back with no comments on it at all about what I had to say.  They would just mark the errors.  Their lack of interest in what I had to say made me lose interest in writing.

Version #2 Developed with Detail to Illustrate (what to do):

The next memories I have of writing are from high school. Again, it was the same old method: the teacher would return my paper with all of my mistakes marked (usually punctuation and spelling) with no chance for revision—in other words, there was a lot of emphasis on correctness, and none on the global issues like thesis, body, organization, and so on. I vividly remember a period of two weeks my junior year when we were given several assignments to write poems. I wrote a poem called "tear" (the kind you cry). It was one of the first heart-felt pieces of writing I had ever produced. In it, I contemplated the ways I saw my girlfriend’s love for her father the night he took his own life. Yet again, as always, my teacher returned our poems—this time she didn’t even write marks on it—and I just stuffed it into my backpack and forgot about it. I didn’t have a real interest in writing, and my teacher’s lack of interest failed to pull me from the mire of disinterest.

Your Peer Response Group Task:

1) Take turns reading your drafts aloud to each other.

2) While the writer is reading, the listeners should write down key words, phrases, images, or stories that they like in the piece.  When the writer has finished reading, take turns sharing what you like about the paper.  Good praise is specific and concrete, not vague and general.  Don’t just say, “It was good.”  Instead focus on specifics:

I like the word…

I like the phrase…
I like the image…
I like how you…
I like when you…
3) Tell and Show

After everyone has finished reading, read through your own essay silently.  Look for places where you add detail and examples to not only tell your point, but also show your point.  Take time to write in new information on the back, numbering the places

