Frequently Asked Questions about ISP?
What is the purpose of the ISP Program?
ISP stands for Integrated Studies Program, which is part of the First Year Experience (FYE).  The goal of the ISP program is to increase retention in first-year students, especially provisionally admitted students. The ISP program links 2 courses:  WR 115 and CORE 101.  Students are registered in these courses as a cohort, taking two courses (7 credits) with the same students.  Students may also enroll in an additional course.  After completing the first term of ISP, students will ideally be placed in a second First Year Experience (FYE) cohort of courses for the next term. 

What will an ISP class offer me?

ISP offers its students 

· smaller classes.

· more one-on-one contact with teachers.

· Faculty who work as a team, offering an integrated and coordinated curriculum.

· time in the Computer Lab to ensure that students master computer literacy.

· cohort groups that learn to work collaboratively.

· links to Writing Tutors and Math Tutors in the Learning Resource Center/Writing Lab.

· faculty who offer a curriculum that incorporates issues of diversity (gender, class, race/ethnicity, sexuality, and ability).

Will an ISP class look different on my transcript than a regular English, Math, or Humanities class?

No.  An ISP class will look exactly the same on your transcript as any other class.

Are ISP courses more difficult than other courses?

ISP courses are no more or no less challenging than other college or Humanities classes. The main difference is that students get more support in their efforts to succeed, the curriculum is designed to integrate diversity, and professors work strenuously to make assignments and the assumptions behind them more explicit.

Can anyone take an ISP course?

If students are willing to take all of the courses required in the cohort (WR 115 and CORE 101), they are welcome into the program if there is space. Make an appointment with Christy Oliveri in the Learning Resource Center/Writing Lab in LH 234 or at 962-3090.

