WR 115

Essay #3:  Film Analysis 

Write an analytical essay about a film that makes an argument about sociological (race, gender, class) explanations of a film and its characters, using at least 3 of our readings as tools to analyze the film. In other words, using the course readings, explain and analyze the social forces (class, race, gender) at work in the film and in the character’s lives.
Film Choices:  Finding Forrester, Crash, Rudy, Precious 

This argument should follow this outline:
1) An introduction that provides the title and director of the film, summarizes the film’s main plot, and establishes a thesis that drives the essay.
2) At least 3 single-topic body paragraphs that present analysis of the film and its characters using the lenses of culture, gender, race, or class, using examples from the film and quotes from a course reading.  
3) 1 Single-topic body paragraph that makes a connection between the film and “So Tsi-fai.”
4) 1 Single-topic body paragraph that makes a connection between you and the film.
5) 1 Single-topic body paragraph that makes a connection between the film and someone you know.

6) A conclusion that explores and explains the importance of this story.
Reminder: Be sure to provide strong transitions and topic sentences. Be sure to write for the clueless reader whom you can assume has not seen the film or read the course essays.
IMPORTANT:  In your essay you are required to cite, by direct quotes or paraphrase, key sentences or concepts from our course readings.  You will use these sources as back-up singers to help you make points about the film. Use MLA documentation style.
Writing Process Tips:
Step 1 Active Reading

Close Reading: Reread the essays you seem most interested in exploring in light of the film.  Mark, annotate, elaborate on, and pose questions about the readings. Review important scenes from the film and note observations. 

Step 2 Planning

Formulating a thesis: Based on the readings for this course particularly related to culture, gender, race, and class, illuminate the film for your reader. What social forces are at work in the film? It is key that you use your sources (readings from course and outside source) as Back-Up Singers to help you make your assertions stronger and more credible.
Developing an outline: See provided template attachment.
Step 3 Drafting

Write a draft of your ideas. Then, return and check and add quotations from story and sources,  being sure that you provide a good tour guide voice in your paragraphs. 

Step 4 Revising

Thesis: Does your thesis match your discussion? Is it specific regarding the potential sociological forces at work in the film?

Focus: Does each body paragraph begin with a sentence explicitly connecting the paragraph topic to the thesis? 

Organization: Does each paragraph have a single topic? Where might you need to split or reorder paragraphs? Does each paragraph begin with a transition?

Development: Does each paragraph analyze the film by providing concrete scenes and examples or dialogue.  Do you make concrete connections to your own experience and to So Tsi-fai? Do you provide key examples and quotations from the reading to make your point? 

Editing: Review your error patterns from your previous work.  What kinds of errors do you need to watch for? Are you learning to see your own error patterns?  Be sure to always print out a hard copy and read your essay aloud, preferably with others listening as well.  What to you hear and see that you might need to change or correct?

