WR 115

Essay #2:  Summary/Response-Reflection (Single-Source Essay)
Though the types of writing you usually associate with undergraduate assignments—summaries, research reports, arguments, syntheses of reading, and the like—will determine most of your writing activities—occasionally you will be assigned papers that are less factual and impersonal.  One such assignment calls for a personal/analytical reaction to designated readings. 
Your assignment:

Read through the essays below and find one with which you identify in significant ways. 

Write an analytical reader-response essay in response to the reading you have chosen:

Economic Class:

Eleanor J. Bader, “Homeless on Campus,” 635

Peter J. Boyer, “Eviction:  The Day They Came for Addie Polk’s House,” 946

Diana George, “Changing the Face of Poverty,” 622

Jonothan Kozol, “Fremont High School,” 641 

Gregory Mantsios, “Class in America—2003,” 697

Jay Parini, “Of Value and Values—Warren Buffet and the American Dream,” 697

Peter Singer, “The Singer Solution to World Poverty,” 873

Lilian Smith, “When I Was a Child,” 819

Gender:
Dave Berry, “Guys vs. Men,” 903

Joan Dideon, “Georgia O’Keefe,” 853

James Fallows, “Throwing Like a Girl,” 63

Doug Lantry, “Stay As Sweet As You Are,” 43

Race and Ethnicity:
Rob Baker, “Jimmy Santiago Baca:  Poetry as Lifesaver,” 838
Tanya Barrientos, “Se Habla Esanol,” 560

Henry Louis Gates Jr., “A Giant Step,” 832

Laura M. Holson, Rural Idaho Seeks to Turn Film’s Cult Status into Prosperity,” 161

Zora Neale Hurston, “How It Feels to Be Colored Me,” 916

Geeta Kothari, “If You Are What You Eat, Then What Am I,” 910
Jonothan Kozol, “Fremont High School,” 641

Malcolm X, “Literacy Behind Bars,” 577

Diane Deerheart Raymond, “Strawberry Moon,” 922

Alberto  Alvaro Rios, “The March of the Altar Boy Army,” 810

Leslie Marmon Silko, “Language and Literature from a Pueblo Indian Perspective,” 767

Lillian Smith, “When I Was a Child,” 819

Amy Tan, “Mother Tongue,” 56  
Your Writing Task:

Write a Summary-Response Essay:

· Select one of the above readings for Essay #2.

· Write a one-paragraph summary of the reading’s main points for the clueless reader who has not read the essay. In this paragraph, provide at least one key quotation from the reading.

· This summary will be your essay Introduction. Be sure to provide the author’s name and title of the work in your summary.
· At the end of the Introduction, you will provide a thesis statement. You can write this thesis after you have explored what you have to day, and worked on the Body a bit first.

· Respond to the essay, using personal experience, observation of others, and other reading and films. 

· Do some brainstorming/exploratory writing to find out what you have to say.

· The essay should be at least 4 pages. 

· Use MLA in-text citation. Provide a Works Cited page.

This essay will include two key parts:
1) Summary:  A introduction that includes a concise summary of the main ideas of the essay to which you are responding, assuming that the reader of the essay has not read the text/reading to which you are responding (one paragraph) and a one-sentence thesis that follows the summary.

2) Response:  A response to the reading (several paragraphs) which is draws on personal experience, observation of others, observation of the world around you, and other reading (such as newspapers, magazines, etc...) and a conclusion. 

To react and respond to a text, you have to explore the topic and bring your personal experience and knowledge to bear on it in a pertinent way.  Personal response essays are sometimes exploratory essays because they allow you to probe a topic and examine it by turning it around in the laboratory of your mind.  You can see the topic as a catalyst for unraveling personal meaning, uncovering personal relationships, and recalling relevant memories.  The activity allows you to reflect on your received opinion, and to transform it into an informed outlook.

You need to frame the author’s message in your own context, to carry on a dialogue with the author, and to expand meaningfully on the author’s ideas.  Your reactions can take a number of forms.  You can agree or disagree with the author’s ideas, call them into question, express satisfaction or dissatisfaction with them, approve or disapprove them, elaborate on their consequences, or speculate about them.  But you must take care to treat the authors fairly and represent their ideas accurately.  The assignment requires you to react in order to learn more abut the issues raised in the sources, not just get your licks in (your two cents in).  In academic papers, personal responses should clarify issues rather than cloud the truth and manipulate readers.  

You must be able to support your point of view with evidence.  Your evidence can come from other readings, your own experiences, and those of others you have observed.  One experience or example is not evidence.  You must be able to show a pattern of evidence for your argument to have authority and merit.

Organizing the Essay:

INTRODUCTION

The Introduction should be a paragraph which includes the following:  

· A sentence which gives the title and author of the reading to which you are responding.

· Several sentences which give a brief summary of the main points of the reading.

· A thesis statement that establishes your focus or main point.

BODY

The Body should contain paragraphs that provide support for your thesis.  Each paragraph should contain one idea.  Topic sentences should support the thesis.

Each of your points must be developed with examples, details, facts, statistics, quotations, etc.  You need evidence.   Remember that general statements are unconvincing.  Readers expect support.  Readers expect you to explain, to elaborate, to show as well as tell.

CONCLUSION

The concluding paragraph should do more than recapitulate the high points of the discussion that precedes it.  A summary of the main points is justified, but you should also use techniques such as

· Stressing the significance of your thesis rather than simply repeating it (in other words, explain why the topic is important)
· Predicting the consequences of your ideas

· Calling your readers to action

· Ending with a question, anecdote, or a quotation

Consider these Important Features of a College Essays:

Focus

Is your thesis/focus clear in your title and Introduction? What happens if you try the “Floating Thesis” exercise to check out if the Body is connected to the Thesis in each paragraph, with strong topic sentences to make those connections clear?

Development

Do you provide strong support by showing instead of just telling?  Is their concrete evidence to support your points?  Do you provide good details and examples?

Organization

What happens when you try to use the “Function Outline” form?  Does this tool help you see changes you might make in the order of ideas and paragraphs, or additions you might consider to transition from idea to idea and paragraph to paragraph?

Documentation  
When you refer to any other texts in your essay, you must cite that source in a Works Cited.  When you quote any part of that text in your writing, you must use in-text citations.  There are 3 main Documentation Styles—MLA, APA, and Chicago/Turabian.  You will use MLA style for this essay.  See Norton Field Guide to Writing, MLA Style, pp. 428-476.

Editing

Review your error patterns from your previous work.  What kinds of errors do you need to watch for? Are you learning to see your own error patterns?  Be sure to always print out a hard copy and read your essay aloud, preferably with others listening as well.  What to you hear and see that you might need to change or correct?

