Essay #1  Describing and Analyzing a Discourse Community
In this first essay, describe and make an argument (make an assertion) about a discourse community in which you participate that your Instructor or your peers may not know much about.  What is important about this community?  What makes it distinctive from other communities?  What should an outsider know about it?  How does the group’s language differ from other languages? 

The essay must have an Introduction with a Thesis, Body Paragraphs, and a Conclusion.  The Body Paragraphs should include a description of the community, some concrete stories that show how it operates, and a description of language use.  The final presentation should employ multimedia (pictures, music, cartoons, graphics, illustrations, collage, etc).

Readings:

Model  Discourse Community Essays (Course Reader)

In The Norton Field Guide to Writing: 

Ginia Bellafante, “Always Living in Spanish:  Recovering the Familiar through Language,” Chapter 28, pp. 21-24
Tanya Barrentos, “Se Hable Espanol,” pp. 560-563

Amy Tan, “Mother Tongue,” pp. 564-570

Malcolm X, “Literacy Behind Bars,” pp. 577-581

Denise Noe, “Parallel Worlds:  The Surprising Similarities (and Differences) of Country-and-Western and Rap,” pp. 598-603

Leslie Marmon Silko, “Language and Literature from a Pueblo Indian Perspective,” pp. 767-779

____________________________________________________

What is a discourse community?
From Wikipedia:
The term discourse community links the terms discourse, a concept describing all forms of communication that contribute to a particular, institutionalized way of thinking; and community, which in this case refers to the people who use, and therefore help create, a particular discourse.

Some examples of a discourse community might be those who read and/or contribute to a particular academic journal, or members of an email list for Madonna fans (see online discourse environment). Each discourse community has its own unwritten rules about what can be said and how it can be said: for instance, the journal will not accept an article with the claim that “Discourse is the coolest concept”; on the other hand, members of the email list may or may not appreciate a Freudian analysis of Madonna’s latest single. Most people move within and between different discourse communities every day.

____________________________________________________

To what discourse communities do you belong?  
Do you change your discourse when you join your buddies in the dorm compared to talking with your professors or with your father or mother?  Do you change your discourse when you leave your friends at school and go to your grandmother’s to help out?  Have you worked or participated in a place that has a distinctive discourse community (in military service, at McDonalds, in construction, skate park, music scene, a clique or particular group in high school)?
Your task: Identify a specific discourse community/culture to which you belong, and describe and analyze it in an essay.

Your Essay must include 

· Introduction with thesis:  Your Introduction should introduce the community/culture you are going to discuss and provide a thesis which makes an assertion/claim about this community’s discourse (ways of communicating)

· Focused paragraphs (at least 3 Body paragraphs):  Each paragraph should include vivid description, detail, and/or examples which support your thesis
· Strong topic sentences/transitions:  Each paragraph should begin with a clear point you are making in that paragraph.  Use transitions such as the following:  first, also, in addition, finally
· A concluding paragraph (for example, you can explain why this topic is important)

Your final draft must be well proofread and edited.

 

