March 30, 2004



Senate Allocations Committee
ASEOU, Hoke 313
Eastern Oregon University
La Grande, OR 97850

Dear Committee Members:

We are writing to ask you to consider allocating funding in the amount of $2000.00 lecture fee to support Jennifer Baumgardner and Amy Richards's lecture scheduled for April 13, 2004. The WRRC has agreed to contribute $500 for travel and per diem expenses from OSU in Corvallis where they will be speaking on April 12.  The PCSW is also looking into finding funds to help with the travel costs. The reason we are able to have Richards and Bumgardner come to EOU for such a small fee (they normally charge $3,500) is because we would be "piggy-backing" on the travel expense paid by OSU as
Richards and Bumgardner live and work in New York. It is unlikely that EOU could afford these nationally renowned speakers without making use of this arrangement. With the arrival date coming so early in the term we are asking that you expedite this request because we would need to act fast if we are to make arrangements in a timely fashion.  We have briefly outlined the lecture below and attach the biographical information for Richards and Baumgardner in the appendix.

The Lecture:
Ms. Baumgardner and Richards are co-authors of MANIFESTA: Young Women, Feminism, and the Future, a book that outlines feminism's third wave.  The book examines feminism in 2004, which the authors claim is at a "generational crossroads, with many young women declining to even call themselves feminists."  The lecture is titled "Can I Be A Feminist And..... Shave, Eat Meat, Love Martha Stewart...." The goal is to get people to move beyond their personal anxieties about feminism and toward a place of action or activism. The authors-who are themselves members of "Generation X"-problematize the "generation gap" in the women's movement and claim that certain rights are taken for granted by younger generations: they call for activism on the part of young people and outline steps for such activism in Manifesta.  They argue that young people often get hung up on personal insecurities, thinking that those qualities alone define  feminism, when in reality it is what people do that defines who they are. The two threads in the talk answer the questions "What Is Feminism?" and "What Is Activism?" The lecture encourages young people to become active in keeping their civil rights secure.  The lecture lasts for 45 minutes and is followed by a Q&A of that same length.   Baumgardner and Richards will also participate in two classes (Gender Studies and Sociology) as the Student Activities guidelines require.

The Purpose:
This lecture coincides with and will be a feature event in EOU's Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) events.  The purpose of SAAM events in April is to raise community consciousness of sexual assault and to promote activism on the part of students and community members. This event encourages young people to educate themselves and become conscientious about politics, civil rights, voting rights and the necessity to actively participate in their world. In addition, it would coincide with the ASEOU student government's voter registration campaign as the call to political activism necessitates exercising the right to vote. This lecture would be particularly valuable to the campus community in a region where resources about activism and the women's movement are geographically limited.

The attached budget details Baumgardner's and Richards combined expenses, including their speaking fees, travel (rental car) from Corvallis to La Grande to Portland, three days' meals, and two nights' lodging. $30 has been included for promotion to cover 25 color posters at $1 each, plus five dollars for other copying costs. Other promotion will occur through listserve announcements, fliers to be distributed and posted on campus and in the La Grande community, and the Credit Union's and Nell's community announcement signs (if available). Additionally, University Advancement will possibly include SAAM events among the campus events they promote.

Thank you for considering this request for funding. We look forward to your earliest response.

Very truly yours,



Cierra Olivia Thomas
Volunteer, Women's Research and Resource Center

Appendix:


AMY RICHARDS
Amy Richards is a writer, activist, and research and organizational consultant. She has been described as both the Gloria Steinem of her generation and a Martha Stewart wannabe, and it's this unique and varied perspective that makes Amy's work accessible and inspiring to an array of audiences. In 1995, Who Cares Magazine chose her as one of twenty-five Young Visionaries and in 1997 Ms. magazine profiled her in "21 for the 21st:
Leaders for the Next Century."

Amy's work with young women is most visible through her work with the Third Wave Foundation, an organization she co-founded and of which she currently serves on the executive committee. Third Wave is the first and only national organization working with young women between the ages of 15 and 30. As a non-profit activist philanthropic organization, the Third Wave Foundation provides crucial financial resources and organizational support to young women. Under Amy's leadership, Third Wave has sponsored a number of public education campaigns, including "Why Vote?," a series of panel discussions on funding for the arts, education, reproductive rights, and affirmative
action, and Freedom Summers '92 and '96, massive voter registration and voter education drives. Most recently, Amy helped Third Wave create and launch "I Spy Sexism," a public education and postcard campaign encouraging people to take action on the injustices that they witness every day. Amy is instrumental in creating and hosting successful fundraising events in order to maintain the organization's annual budget of $500,000.

Amy is also the person behind "Ask Amy," an online activist advice column located at www.feminist.com. After feminist.com started receiving a range of email queries ranging from "how do I start a local feminist group" to "how do I report workplace discrimination," Amy created this resource for the thousands of people who previously thought they had nowhere to turn. Here she fields over twenty questions daily on topics ranging from sexual harassment laws to the media's representation of women.

Throughout all of this, Amy has worked as a consultant to Gloria Steinem, the Ms. Foundation for Women, First Peoples Worldwide, Voters for Choice, and Scenarios USA among other places. She is also a contributing editor to Ms. magazine and recently was the Interim Director of Twilight: Los Angeles, a film project created by Anna Deavere Smith, which aired nationally on PBS. Her writings are anthologized in: Listen Up! Voices from the Next Feminist Generation (Seal Press, 1994), Adios Barbie (Seal Press, 1998), Letters of Intent (The Free Press, 1999) and The Bust Guide to the New Girl Order
(Penguin, 1999); and can be found in The Nation, Ms., The New Internationalist, the Los Angeles Times, and Bust.

Amy lectures frequently to groups ranging in size from five and 5,000. She has spoken about women in politics to college students at Rutgers University and Wellesley College. At the U.N. Conference on Women in Beijing, China she addressed an audience of over 5,000 international activists, scholars, and politicians about women's leadership, and at the Ethel Walker School she gave a commencement speech to 75 graduating seniors and their classmates and families. She has served on panels with other distinguished individuals such as NARAL President Kate Michelman, MTV correspondent Tabitha Soren, choreographer Bill T. Jones, and journalist Doris Kearns Goodwin. She has
been a featured guest on Fox's The O'Reilly Factor, NY One, and PBS's To The
Contrary, and interviewed for several documentary films and radio
interviews.

Amy is a two-time marathoner, an avid cook, and enthusiastic traveler having journeyed through Peru, China, Ghana, Zimbabwe, Europe, and the United States. In addition to Third Wave, Amy serves on the boards of ChoiceUSA and Feminist.com, and she is also on the Council of Advocates for Planned Parenthood NYC. In 1993, she graduated cum laude and with honors in her major of Art History from Barnard College, Columbia University.

JENNIFER BAUMGARDNER 

Jennifer Baumgardner was born in 1970 in Columbus, Ohio, and grew up a few states west in the now-famous burg of Fargo, North Dakota. At Lawrence University in Appleton, Wisconsin, Jennifer organized a guerrilla theater collective to protest the Gulf War, co-led the college's besieged feminist organization, and co-founded an alternative newspaper called The Other. Upon graduating with a BA in English from Lawrence in 1992, she came to New York and worked as an editor at Ms. magazine until 1997. At Ms., she edited the health and arts sections, initiated the tech coverage, and wrote a pop culture column called "Grapevine." In 1998, she was senior editor for MAMM, a magazine about reproductive cancer and women. 
After those two editorial jobs, Jennifer began writing full-time for magazines including Harper's, Bust, The Nation, Jane, Glamour, Marie Claire, Z, Mademoiselle, Maxim, Nerve, MAMM, Rockrgrl, CMJ New Music Monthly, Time Out, Dissent, and Ms., among others. She has also contributed to several books: including Alt.culture (edited by Steven Daly and Nathaniel Wice), Letters of Intent (edited by Meg Daly and Anna Bondoc), For Women Only: Your Guide to Health Empowerment (edited by Gary Null and Barbara Seaman), Dear Sisters: Dispatches from the Women's Liberation Movement (edited by Linda Gordon and Rosalyn Baxandall) and The Bust Guide to the New Girl Order (edited by Debbie Stoller and Marcelle Karp). 

Over the years, Jennifer has spoken at the United Nations for a consortium of international feminist journalists, co-hosted the Ms. conference on feminism for the Echo on-line service, and ghostwritten part of a book about abortion for Gloria Feldt, President of Planned Parenthood Foundation of America. She has been a guest on various TV and radio shows from "Fox News" to NPR's "Talk of the Nation" commenting on feminism and politics. She appeared in the Pratibha Parmar documentary Righteous Babes and is one of three political contributors on "She Span," a weekly show on the Oxygen network for women.

An active member of the Third Wave Foundation, Jennifer has also worked with the Ms. Foundation, the New York Women's Foundation, the Honor the Earth Foundation, the Ford Foundation, the Open Society Institute (Soros Foundation), and Planned Parenthood. She has ghost-written a chapter on America for a book called Abortion from a Global Perspective. She also wrote the introduction to the book (due out in 2002). In July 2001, Jennifer attended the Campaign School for Women at Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut. For the past six years, Jennifer has organized various progressive events in New York City such as intergenerational readings, sticker campaigns, and speak-outs on the history of abortion rights. In 2002, a series of feminist classics which Jennifer selected and lobbied to get back in print will be issued from Farrar, Straus & Giroux, beginning with Germaine Greer's The Female Eunuch. She is the outside editor of the series and writes new introductions for each of the classics. In addition, she is currently at work on a book called Look Both Ways: Girls and Sex, about the phenomenon of bisexuality among younger women. 

