Correspondence with President Lund relating to Honorary Degrees

As far as I know, the Japanese American was not one of those ordered to an internment camp.  Her sister was and received the honorary degree at UO earlier this year.  She was at EOU for a short period during that time.  It's a bit complicated, but  I'll organize the information that explains her particular situation if you decide to meet and consider this on what I know is short notice. 
Danny Mielke wrote: 


Those of you who have commented thus far have really captured the 
essence of the debate. 
First, we need to review the achievements of these individuals to see if 
indeed they warrant an honorary degree.  I will ask the President and 
Provost to send that information to us.  I should add that the one is a 
women of Japanese American decent, a world war II internee,  who is in 
the final stages of cancer.  The other candidate is a deceased Native 
America from the CTUIR. 

Second, it appears from the email below that we have time to get the 
board approval at their June meeting.  Like some of you, I  am a bit 
hesitant to move forward without a set policy that we as academic 
faculty feel comfortable with.  Though I have no doubt that these people 
would be worthy awardees, we set a dangerous precedence absent a well 
developed policy. 

So the question is - does the Senate want to meet (I suggest that we 
would do this next Tuesday the 27th) and with all the information about 
the two people, make a recommendation whether we feel honorary degrees 
should be awarded? 

I will schedule a room and let you know Tuesday morning.  Please 
respond, if a majority of the senate doesn't wish to do this then there 
is no need to meet. 

Dan 

-------- Original Message -------- 
From: Dixie Lund <dlund@eou.edu> 
To: dmielke@eou.edu, rpowers@eou.edu 
Date: May 22, 2008 09:45 PM 
Subject: [Fwd: FW: Honorary Degrees] 


Dan and Rosemary, 
I thought this information in the email below had been forwarded to you 
earlier.  It may help with your deliberations on this subject.  It does 
take Board approval, but as George indicates, could still be done if 
this got into the docket in time.  Please understand I am not wanting to 
brow beat or put inappropriate pressure on the Senate.  But if I don't 
ask for you to consider this (and as you've seen, Michael offered to 
draft a policy for Senate's review), then the subject won't even be 
raised or thought about until sometime in the Fall.  I'd rather be told 
"no, there's not enough time" than to have left this on the back 
burner.  Thanks again for considering. 
Dixie 

-------- Original Message -------- 
From: "Pernsteiner, George" <George_Pernsteiner@ous.edu> 
To: Dixie Lund <dlund@eou.edu> 
Date: May 21, 2008 02:18 PM 
Subject: FW: Honorary Degrees 



Dixie: Ryan asked about the internal EOU process. Actually, if you 
wanted to do this at commencement, we could put it on the docket right 
now (if you had taken all the internal steps and had a write-up ready). 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Hagemann, Ryan 
Sent: Wednesday, May 21, 2008 2:05 PM 
To: Pernsteiner, George 
Subject: RE: Honorary Degrees 

Yep. It's 90 days before the conferral, but, as that is a Board policy, 
and not a statute or anything, it would be easy, if necessary or 
desired, to write a waiver of that into a docket item. But, EOU does 
not have to wait until graduation next year. The IMD, though, requires 
institutions to have an internal process to work honorary degrees 
through the institution. This frequently includes deliberation in some 
sort of governance structure and involvement by the provost, etc. It 
might be helpful if EOU consulted its own honorary degree process to see 
how it would work to get this to us as soon as possible! 

Let me know if there is anything else I can do to help. 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Pernsteiner, George 
Sent: Wednesday, May 21, 2008 1:54 PM 
To: Hagemann, Ryan 
Subject: FW: Honorary Degrees 


What do you think? 




-----Original Message----- 
From: Dixie Lund [mailto:dlund@eou.edu] 
Sent: Monday, May 19, 2008 5:40 PM 
To: george_pensteiner@ous.edu 
Subject: Honorary Degrees 

George, 

Need some guidance here. We have two situations that have recently 
surfaced in which we are discussing the possibility of awarding honorary 
baccalaureate degrees. One involves a Japanese American who surfaced 
after the UO recognition of several individuals, but in researching that 
person's situation, I found that she doesn't qualify under the letter of 
the law as passed by the Oregon legislature--she left on her own before 
being ordered to an internment camp. Neverthless, she is the sister of 
one so honored at the UO and her son has requested we consider doing 
same for her. She is elderly, under treatment for cancer, and has a 
questionable prognosis. She only has ~50 credits from EOU and it 
doesn't appear that, in spite of transferring to a nursing program years 
ago when she left EOU, that she ever graduated from college. 

The other is a Native American who I was the advisor for years ago when 
he was pursuing his BS in General Studies with us. He was about 20 
credits from graduating but his work was demanding and he just let the 
degree completion go by the wayside. He was the Director of Natural 
Resource Management for the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation. Unfortunately, he died a couple of years ago without ever 
finding the time to get back and finish up his degree. 

Anyway, what I need to know is IF EOU wishes to pursue either/both of 
these, do we submit to you 90 days prior to the date on which we'd want 
to confer the degree? Obviously it's too late for June 08. I'm not 
sure we'll pursue either, but thought I should know the process of 
conferring honorary baccalaureates as our faculty/staff handbook 
policies only refer to honorary doctorates. 

Thanks, 
Dixie 

