Safety Committee Meeting

August 27, 2007

Members: Bill Benson, Sue Rayburn, Molly Burke, Rob Yuodelis, Steve Wadner, Tracy Wyllie, Bob Gilmore, Stephany  Long, Jeff McDonald, Vivian Petersen, Jeff Witten

Members Present: Bill Benson, Steve Wadner, Jeff Witten, Vivian Petersen, Rob Yuodelis, Sue Rayburn.
Vivian Petersen brought her student worker, Lauren Huseby, who will be her alternate when she cannot attend meetings.

July meeting minutes approved.

Report of 801’s: will be presented at September meeting when Tracy returns.

Report of non-801’s: none to report.

Safety Gram:  Reported by Bill Benson.  Catwalk above audience area of McKenzie Theater is being used for storage.  Walkway is blocked.  Rob will follow up on this.

Vivian added that she is no longer responsible for theater technicians.  Ken Wheeler will be in charge of the technicians and the theater area.  Vivian will only handle scheduling of activities in the theater.  
Review of June safety inspections:  Rob reported that all buildings were clear of violations with the exception of Quinn.  The emergency phone is still not functioning correctly.  Rob sent a request to have it repaired.

Emergency Preparedness tour is scheduled for this Friday, August 31, meeting initially at 10am in Hoke 309 before tour of campus begins.  Participants in the tour include personnel from local police and fire departments,   Kirk Creech and Rick Martin from Facilities will accompany the tour to provide input and answer questions.  Rob will emcee this event.  He will introduce Kirk, Steve Wadner, Sue Rayburn and Calvin Davis to first responders since he will no longer be employed after November 30, 2007.  Badgley Hall is one of the buildings with sensitive areas including a radiation source and the nuclear magnetic resonance spectrometer (NMR).    The initial purpose of this tour was to prepare for an “active shooter”, in response to the Virginia Tech incident.  That has changed to a more general focus of overall emergency preparedness. Attending the tour will be, J.B. Brock is the new Intrim Emergency Manager for Union County  J.B. is responsible for directing emergency services and also serves as the Incident Commander or all Union County emergencies and disasters and leads the LaGrande EOC (emergency operation center). The EOU EOC will be a Joint Incident Command (JIC) venture between the county EOC and EOU EOC (Inlow Hall). Rob is the designated liaison between the two centers. 

Old business:

Question of smoking outside buildings was revisited.  Rob checked with the other universities in OUS and they all enforce the 25 foot rule (no smoking within 25 feet of entryways or air intakes).  It was decided to continue that here until word is received regarding the 2007 legislative decision, if any, on this subject.  Rob expressed the hope that there could be designated smoking areas around campus, covered to provide shelter from inclement weather. 

Is there a student representative on the committee?  Rob could not remember name of student, but he had contact from the student earlier in the summer, and invited him to attend meetings, informing him when they were usually held.  Rob will contact ASEOU and get an alternate student Rep until a permanent member can be found.
Review of April minutes:  suggestion was made in April that a faculty member from Loso Hall be invited to serve on the committee.  There have been problems conveying to the teaching faculty the need to support safety.  It would work to Bob Gilmore’s advantage to have an additional person from Loso who would help support his efforts.  Kerry Lowen was suggested as a good teaching faculty member to invite to serve on the committee.

 Bill Benson asked what the Safety Committee’s by-laws have to say about membership.  
Questions that need answers:

1) Are faculty permitted to be on the committee?  
2) Are there a certain number of people that should be members?

3) How are members chosen?

4) Are the by-laws on the Safety Committee website?

5) How does the committee avoid absentee problems aggravated by a larger group?  

6) How many members needed for voting quorum?

OSHA requires reporting of 801’s.

Rob said that it was important to have adequate representation from the different departments.  Trades workers have a higher incidence of work place accidents, so important to have them represented on the committee.  Loso Hall has a great potential for accidents as well as Athletics in Quinn. 

It was suggested that the committee review the by-laws due to the upcoming changes.  Rob has a copy and will provide this to members before the next meeting so all can review beforehand.

The committee members decided that it was not necessary to have a representative from DDE on the committee.

Quinn replacement for Stana Landon will be Russ Yap (new trainer).  He has expressed an interest in serving on the committee.

Volley ball court issue was revisited.  Rob said that Kirk Creech suggested the safety issue of the cement boundary being too close to the play area could be solved by eliminating one court (there are currently two), moving it to the center of the play area.  The cement retaining wall would then be a safe distance away from the players.  Covering the cement with cushioning would only provide a taller trip hazard. Vivian will check with Student Activities and relay the suggestion of converting to one court, along with the importance of “safety first”.  There may be a conflict with Spring Fling when tournaments are played.  Half the number of courts would double the time needed for the tournament.  
Also from April minutes, a map with locations to identify accident trends due to winter conditions was to be provided during the may meeting.  Hopefully Tracy will be able to bring it to September’s meeting.

Last item from April minutes was suggestion that representatives from OHSU and ODFW be considered for membership on the committee.  This will be discussed further at the next meeting.

Next meeting: September18 at 2pm, Hoke 309.

