
 

May 12, 2014 
 
Colleagues, 
 
Since releasing the draft plan update last week we have received considerable 
and immediate feedback on many of the recommendations. A great majority of 
the feedback has been constructive and informative and at the same time, which 
is not unexpected, many rumors are being spread.  
 
As we move through the next three weeks of feedback time, we need to focus 
our attention to create a cumulative net change (through the combination of 
eliminating costs and increasing revenues) of $4 million. This is not an easy task 
and one that cannot be accomplished without everyone’s assistance.  
 
I am a particularly optimistic individual and I do believe that following this time of 
change, EOU will be more focused and more dedicated to its core than before. 
While some of you have stated that I use too many platitudes—which probably is 
true—I feel the need to convey that I do truly believe that EOU’s finest days are 
in fact in the forthcoming years. EOU has shown incredible resiliency in the past 
in overcoming challenges. It has, by many accounts, always been financially 
strapped and yet has survived. We are facing issues now based on multiple 
factors that make this set of challenges more daunting than what has been 
overcome in the past. I do believe that the forthcoming institutional governing 
board will strengthen EOU in many ways and create the “shared sense of 
responsibility” as mentioned by Interim President Jay Kenton.  
 
Historically speaking, EOU is known as a University that focuses its collective 
efforts on meeting the challenges of our students; we are a personal University 
where faculty, students and staff are all engaged; we are a University that serves 
the rural counties of Oregon and our region; we are a University that offers 
exceptional professional programs grounded in the liberal arts educational 
model; and we provide access to higher education to students who would not 
otherwise have the opportunity to attend. As the University shapes the final 
recommendations, we must concentrate on these important attributes, as this is 
how EOU is known, is branded if you will, and it is what will guide future success. 
 
With this in mind and to quell one rumor, we do want your insights and 



thoughts—the plan is not cast in stone. As in the past, we will make changes 
when alternative solutions are made. We cannot alter the required $4 million 
change; we can, and will, however, change how we get there. 
 
We have created a list of “Frequently Asked Questions” or “FAQ” that will be 
posted at www.eou.edu/president/budget to help address the many inquiries 
coming in. To add to the communication and enhance the feedback process, the 
Budget & Planning Committee will hold two special sessions: Wednesday, May 
14 from 1 to 3 p.m. and Thursday, May 15, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Members of 
the committee will be in Inlow Halll 201 (Dixie Lund Board Room) for anyone to 
stop by to offer suggestions or alternatives. They will compile this information and 
share it with the Faculty Senate, University Council, and ASEOU along with the 
me, Jay Kenton, and all members of the President’s Staff (provost, interim 
provost, deans, etc.). This venue is in addition to the many meetings academic 
units have already scheduled with the deans, provost and interim provost and the 
student meetings we are having throughout the month. If you are unable to meet 
with the Budget & Planning Committee members during these times, they have 
set up a feedback form online at www.eou.edu/budplan/form. This information, 
along with the recommendations and feedback from our shared governing 
bodies, representative bodies, programs, etc. will be used in creating and 
formulation of the final plan. 
 
Thank you all for your support and dedication to Eastern.  
 
Star of Eastern Oregon University 
 
This week’s Star of Eastern is our student body as a collective whole for 
demonstrating incredible passion and dedication to EOU. On Wednesday of last 
week they hosted a forum with more than 100 students to ask questions of Jay 
and me regarding the draft update along with many other issues. They presented 
very good ideas and raised important questions. It also allowed them to ask 
pertinent questions about process and/or confirm what they were hearing on 
campus. A second forum was held on Thursday, which allowed for others to 
present ideas and solutions. I appreciate very much that the students are taking 
a proactive role in this process and learning about the issues at hand and being 
discerning in providing ideas and alternatives.  
 
Kudos and Upcoming Events 
 
Recent EOU graduate Shakira Bandolin has received the National Outstanding 
Medical Student Award from the National College of Emergency Physicians. For 
more information on the award, go to www.acep.org/About-Us/National-
Outstanding-Medical-Student-Award-Winners. 
 
Please join me in recognizing our top performing accounting students who are 
being recognized at the Oregon Society of CPAs Circle of Excellence banquet in 



Portland this week. Most universities are fortunate to have two, and sometimes 
three students recognized—EOU has five! This is an amazing tribute to our 
accounting faculty.  
 
Our honored accounting students are: 
Brooke Stout  
Mary Asker 
Mary Hawman 
Nyssa Rodriguez 
Quinten Parmer 
 
The Circle of Excellence is a statewide awards ceremony that hosts current and 
aspiring CPAs for a celebration of their accomplishments and promotes the 
future of the accounting profession. A reception opens the evening, followed by 
dinner and the awards program. This banquet honors individuals at each stage of 
their accounting career including: accounting students; CPA candidates; and 
established professional members. 
 
The annual Indian Arts Festival Spring Powwow will be held on campus this 
Friday and Saturday, May 16-17. Grand Entries are at 7 p.m. Friday, and 1 and 7 
p.m. Saturday in the newly remodeled Quinn Coliseum. Admission is free. For 
details go to www.eou.edu/news-press/2014-powwow.  
 
Our women’s and men’s track and field teams finished second and third 
respectively at the Cascade Collegiate Conference Championships in Nampa, 
Idaho. Kadie Booth was named Women's Athlete of the Meet after setting a 
school record in the 200-meters (24.59), placing second in the 100-meters 
(12.27), and anchoring the winning 4x400-meter relay (3:54.10) - a day after 
winning the 400-meters and anchoring the second-place 4x100-meter relay 
team. 
 
The following student-athletes earned All-Conference Honors (top three finish in 
events):  
Kadie Booth- 2nd 100m, 1st 200m, 1st 400m 
Hans Roelle- 1st 800m, 3rd 1500m 
Ty Warn- 2nd 110 hurdles and 400 hurdles 
Irene Olivo- 2nd 400m 
Lucas Updike- 1st 3000 steeplechase 
DJ Flores- 2nd 5000m 
Talissa Baldovino- 2nd 800m 
Kody Shriver- 2nd 10000m 
Travis Simpson- 1st triple jump, 2nd high jump 
Harley McBride- 1st women's high jump 
Laura Dauz- 3rd women's high jump 
Talitha Fagen- 1st pole vault 
Carolina Toledo- 2nd hammer throw 



Jessica Sosnowski- 3rd hammer throw 
Brian Wickham- 3rd hammer throw 
1st 4x 400 Relay- Megan Sullivan, Kendall Current, Carlondra McGee- 
Woolbright, Kadie Booth 
2nd 4x 100 Relay- Megan Sullivan, Kendall Current, Carlondra McGee- 
Woolbright, Kadie Booth 
 
In closing, I want to reiterate my great appreciation in the proactive responses 
and suggestions we have received regarding the draft plan. I hope you will 
continue to think of ways in which we can work together to address the 
challenges that we face. 
 
Best, 
 
Bob 

 


