
 

 
April 7, 2014 

 
Colleagues, 

As you know, the State Board of Higher Education on Friday voted to proceed with 
implementing an institutional board at all four of the Technical and Regional Universities 
(TRUs). This is completely in line with the model we have been discussing, as a 
“President’s Council” will be formed to ensure collaboration between and among all of 
the public universities. As some of you noted, the motion for EOU’s board contained the 
phrase “with conditions.” The same motion and outcome was made for Southern Oregon 
University.  

These conditions, generally speaking, will revolve around our ability as a university to 
improve our financial situation and proceed toward a stable fiscal model. During this 
discussion, I was heartened by the many comments made by board members indicating 
that this is not only an issue for our universities, but also for the state of Oregon, to act 
prudently and promptly in providing appropriations and other funding necessary for us to 
continue to serve our students and region.   

Over the next month, in working with various shared governing leaders, members of the 
state board, chancellor’s staff and governor’s leadership team, we will codify a statement 
of conditions that will guide not only our efforts, but also those with the power to provide 
funding for post-secondary education. I have been counseled by members of the state 
board that these conditions will need to be met over time, i.e., over the next three to five 
years, and be strategic in nature and not restrictive to us in meeting our goals and 
objectives.  

To me, this presents us an essential platform to present, in very concrete terms, a 
funding model that is respective of fiduciary responsibility of controlling costs, yet 
reflective of the true costs that are required to properly fund our University and meet the 
needs of the students we serve. In doing so, we will frame the necessary conditions for 
Eastern to be successful and require a true partnership between our University 
community and the state in properly fulfilling its obligation of funding us appropriately.  

The board’s vote on Friday provided us a mechanism that will allow us to significantly 
alter Eastern’s ability to positively move in a direction that meets the needs of our 
students and our region. It is now up to us to ensure that we take full advantage of this 
opportunity.  

In this space, I normally write about a “Star of Eastern” and recognize an individual who 
has performed remarkably, and typically, without fanfare or much notice. This week, I 



cannot write enough accolades about Mrs. Jackie Grant. She embodied what we all 
stand for and aspire to: she was honorable to all she met; her integrity was beyond 
doubt; she gave of herself willingly to anyone who asked; she always put our students 
first; her thoughts and actions were one in the same; she never uttered an unkind word; 
she held herself to the highest of standards and expected all to act with kindness and 
sincerity. Our community was well served by Jackie and we will continue to be by living 
in her memory.  

This Friday at 3 p.m. in McKenzie Theatre, we are hosting a memorial service in Jackie’s 
honor. I encourage all who are able to attend to please do so, and if you are not able to, 
please take a moment to reflect on the impact she has had on our community.   

Kudos 

Kudos to the Admissions team and staff from Advising, Financial Aid, Residence Life, 
Student Activities, EOU theater students, faculty and all those who supported our April 
Preview Day last Friday! We hosted nearly 100 students and family members, visiting 
our campus and learning more about becoming a Mountaineer. Attendees became 
familiar with academic programs, admission processes, financial aid, student life, toured 
the University and found out about the local area and community. The day wrapped up 
with a terrific performance by our theater department.  

Staff availability and faculty attendance makes a big difference for students looking at 
our programs. Students picked up sweatshirts and gear at the Bookstore and many 
enjoyed lattes at Mac’s Grill. We had very positive feedback from surveys commenting 
that after making visits to other campuses, Eastern stands out as one of the best. 

Congratulations to our students and their tireless advisor, Tony Tovar, associate 
professor of physics, who participated in this year’s COMAP MCM (Mathematical 
Contest in Modeling). EOU fielded two teams this year, the first comprised of Nam 
Nguyen, Mark McDonald and Zach Grammon. They received a designation of 
"Meritorious" for their submitted paper. The second team included Lacey Mesia, Jordan 
Kurina and Corey Bennett. They also worked very hard, were enthusiastic and produced 
a high-quality manuscript. Unfortunately, a required element from their paper manuscript 
submission was not included in the digital submission and resulted in a lower scoring. 
Regardless, we are still very proud of their achievement!   
 
This year's contest included 6,755 teams from around the world including 391 teams 
from the United States. The top 25 teams worldwide were designated "Outstanding" or 
"Finalists." The "Meritorious" designation of EOU's team means their solution was 
judged to be among the top 10% of the 6,730 non-finalists. 
 
Full details and results of the contest may be found at 
www.comap.com/undergraduate/contests/mcm/contests/2014/results. 

On Saturday, April 12, we will be hosting the annual EOU Student Leadership Confab.  
The theme is “Break Out of Your Shell” and activities are being lead and organized by 
graduate student Devon Hill and a seven-member team she chairs. This year’s event will 
feature keynote speaker Kristen Hadeed, a young entrepreneur and business owner 
from Florida. Hadeed speaks to colleges around the nation about factors that help 
determine a young person’s success in life: leadership, self-confidence and overcoming 



fear of failure. For more information go to www.eou.edu/news-press/2014-leadership-
confab. 

Aaron Thornburg, assistant professor of anthropology, will lead the colloquium at 4 p.m. 
this Thursday, April 10 in Ackerman Hall, Room 210. He shares his experiences and will 
also screen student projects in “Digital Storytelling in the Anthropology Classroom: 
Potential Problems and Pedagogical Promise.” Read more at www.eou.edu/news-
press/colloquium-thornburg. 
 
Finally, do not miss the current exhibit in Nightingale Gallery featuring four of our senior 
art students. I had the opportunity to see it on Friday and talk with the artists at the 
opening – it is very well worth a visit! For details go to www.eou.edu/news-press/senior-
exhibition-estuaries. 

Thank you for all of your dedication and hard work on behalf of our University. 

Sincerely, 

Bob 
 
Bob Davies 
President 

 

 


