
 
 
 
 
December 9, 2013 
 
Colleagues, 
 
Last week the world lost an influential leader and an extraordinary individual with the passing of 
Nelson Mandela. His influence and passion for fairness and justice will impact the world for 
generations to come. He will be remembered for literally transforming the minds of a country 
one person at time by allowing others to exert their passion and ideas, and providing them a 
pathway to pursue their dreams. He presented the context for those in power to rethink and 
change their course of actions in a manner that was not accusatory, but rather deliberate and 
decisive. 
 
Mandela was a leader of integrity who stood by his principles. While serving his sentence, 
President F. W. Botha offered amnesty if he merely renounced the activities of the African 
National Conference. He refused, stating "...Only free men can negotiate. Prisoners cannot 
enter into contracts...” illustrating that the cell he lived in was not what made him a prisoner; 
rather the policies and actions of apartheid were what made him and the rest of South Africa 
prisoners and jailers. It was also Mandela who at the height of the civic unrest following the 
murder of Chris Hani, a popular leader fighting against apartheid, was able to bring a sense of 
calmness to the situation by calling on all South Africans, white and black, to reach a level of 
justice for the crimes committed.   
 
Mandela was a rare leader who did not seek power for his own sake, but for those all around 
him – regardless of their own heritage and upbringings. This is evidenced by his humility in only 
serving one term as president and establishing the model for many to follow him in leadership 
roles. He knew that in order to change the injustices of the world, he had to work with others to 
foster and develop new ideas and paradigms. He could not be the only one and empowered 
others to take up the mantle and to press even further. In these actions, he remained intolerant 
of the status quo, as the goal for justice and equality cannot be achieved until freedom for all of 
the world's citizens is unabashedly achieved.   
 
In his quest for truth and justice, Mandela saw education as the single greatest endeavor in this 
enterprise, stating, "Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the 
world." At EOU we strive to provide that forum, a place of security and safety for our community 
to express new ideas, and explore alternatives and solutions to the ills of our society. Our work 
is important not only to our immediate university community, but also to all the individuals who 
will be impacted by the power of education and critical thought that is bestowed into them.  
 



 
The Star of Eastern Oregon University 
 
As in many occasions, our Facilities Department continues to go above and beyond. The 
severely cold temperatures over the last few days meant many extra hours for staff as they 
worked to monitor and keep buildings as warm as possible, particularly over the weekend. I am 
especially highlighting and commending John Botz, Doug Scott and Don Adams for their tireless 
work to ensure our campus was ready for business today. I thank them and the entire facilities 
team for their continued dedication. I know I am not alone in recognizing them for their efforts in 
keeping our buildings and grounds incredibly attractive, warm and pleasant to all of us who 
inhabit and visit them.   
 
Kudos and Miscellaneous 
 
Congratulations to the more than 200 students, faculty, staff and community members who 
participated in the Holiday Musical Festival. The two sold out performances were amazing and 
this continues the excellent tradition of our program. 
 
The Festival of Trees Gala, a fundraiser for the Soroptimist Club of La Grande, was held last 
Friday night. Of the total amount raised (some $51,000), nearly $22,000 can be traced directly 
back to the work of EOU through the beautiful tree we sponsored and decorated and other 
contributed auction items. Thank you all who were involved in donating items and participating 
in the event. Proceeds from this event support multiple university activities, including the EOU 
Writing Project, scholarships and many other important community programs. 
 
Have a great finals week! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bob 
 
Bob Davies 
President 
 
  


