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“Write Now” After-School Programs 2011-12
In Grant, Harney, Gilliam, Union, and Wallowa Counties

Request for Proposals
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Goals: To enhance the connection between rural young people and creative endeavors, to encourage children's self-esteem and academic achievement, to provide young people with incentives to stay connected with academics and decrease risk-taking behaviors, and to build healthy relationships between youth and adults and grow community engagement.
Propose Programs: Schools and community groups in the program service area may propose the OWP fund after-school writing programs suited to their youth and contexts. $250-1,000 is available per program and may be used toward salary, materials, travel, or other costs. Examples of programs include a poetry workshop series resulting in a poetry slam, a Friday writing club culminating in a reading of student writing, or a monthly family literacy series where families gather to eat, write, and share family stories. 
Requirements: Programs will include writing; engage youth by treating them as writers and valuing their stories; require participating adults to write and share writing alongside youth; reach out to at-risk youth who may find value in academics through creative work; focus on assisting young people in writing for pleasure first rather than for correctness; include other activities, such as art or field trips, that engage young writers in writing; include a public component, such as a gathering or publication, whereby young writers can showcase their work and interact with the community; and provide participation numbers, satisfaction survey data, information on additional support, photos, news coverage, and other program-assessment data.
Connections: The OWP will assist “Write Now” programs in connecting with other regional opportunities such as publication opportunities, contests, and Fishtrap writer-in-residence programs. Additional funding exists to support “Write Now” participants’ attendance at the OWP Student Writers’ Workshop on the second Saturday in March and Summer Fishtrap. 
Proposals: Groups interested in initiating a program or better supporting an existing program should send a proposal to OWP Director Nancy Knowles by mail, email, or fax. Proposals should include: 1) name, contact information, and community role (e.g. teacher, parent, community member) of adults involved in planning, 2) description of program and how it meets the “Write Now” requirements, and 3) a budget for $250-1,000.
	Nancy Knowles, Director

Oregon Writing Project @ EOU

College of Arts & Sciences, LH 154

Eastern Oregon University

1 University Blvd.

La Grande, OR 97850

Phone (541) 962-3795 - Fax (541) 962-3596

nknowles@eou.edu
www.eou.edu/owp
	[image: image1.jpg]





