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I received a full Faculty Scholars stipend for the summer of 2001, for which I extend my gratitude to the authorities of EOU.  The proposed project was the completion of the first volume of The Splendour of Iran, which I was editing for the Iran University Press and Booth-Clibborn Press of London. It involved photographing a number of art objects in British and Iranian museums and personally checking the labels to make sure that captions of images illustrated in the book were accurate. Three chapters of the book which had been left unwritten or incomplete (two because of authors’ death) had also to be written and completed.

To achieve these goals, I flew to London on 7 July 2001 and carried out research at the British Museum and Oxford’s Ashmoleon Museum.  All relevant objects in these museums were photographed and captioned. Later I visited five museums in Iran, particularly Iran National Museum in Tehran and Persepolis Museum in Fars, and continued my research in the heat of the summer. Altogether I spent 11 weeks on the project.

I am happy to report that the project was finished successfully, that the outcome will be published at the end of this month in London in the form of a magnificently illustrated book, and that the page devoted to “Acknowledgement” starts with this clear statement of appreciation:  “With thanks to the following institutions: Eastern Oregon University for making A. Sh. Shahbazi’s contributions possible.”  Next comes the British Museum and then other institutions. The book is going to be sent to me by 10 November 2001.

