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ProjectBackground

Last November I proposed to perform literaryresearch necessary to fill a gap in my dissertation FromProtest to Process: Pacifism and Post-1970 Women’s Novels Written inEnglish. This gap is Doris Lessing’s novel TheGolden Notebook, a text which represents an importantcontribution to my understanding of pacifist novels but which I omittedfrom the dissertation due to time constraints.

The researchproject I designed involved extensive reading of primary and secondarytexts necessary for understanding The GoldenNotebook. It also identified several “tangible products”as outcomes: a conference paper, a journal article, a chapter included inthe book derived from the dissertation, and a book proposal.

Accomplishments

Reading

During the summer, I read extensively in an attempt tounderstand Lessing’s background and motivations for her novel. Myreading included 15 primary texts beyond those with which I was alreadyfamiliar, 20 secondary books, and 8 secondary articles and interviews. I amgrateful to the Pierce Library faculty and staff for their assistance inlocating these materials. 

Although the focus of my dissertationargument is largely text-based, emphasizing the ways a text can be readover the author’s intentions, I found exploring Lessing’s backgroundfurther confirmed my understanding of the novel as a pacifist text. Lessingis adamant in her fiction and essays that peace can and must be achievedthrough respect of human rights. Her science fiction series deals with thisissue through the genre of utopian fiction, in Shikasta in particular by tracing the Earth’s approach toWorld War III largely from the perspective of an observing alien race. Herfocus on the relationship between human rights and violence relates closelyto my argument that avoiding war requires examination of the structures ofoppression existing during times of both war and peace. Interestingly,perhaps especially in light of the events of September 11, 2001, Lessingcontinues to be outspoken in her support of bomb shelters as defense fromnuclear attack. 

My reading also enabled me to place Lessing’snovel within the timeline I had already constructed. I had worriedinitially whether the fact that The Golden Notebook, published in 1962, would be too great a challenge for my explanation ofpacifist novels gaining prominence only after 1970. However, Lessing’snovel seems to be an anomaly, in some ways a throwback to Olive Schreinerand the later writings of Virginia Woolf, but also a product ofLessing’s unique experience as part of the British colonial community inSouthern Rhodesia, as a communist during World War II and lapsed communistafter 1956, and as an outsider living in London, the center of what was theBritish Empire and the symbol of civilization for many colonials, includingLessing’s parents. 

Lessing’s ability to see the connectionsbetween various kinds of oppression antedates and catalyzes the feministmovement and actually draws from a Weltanshauungmuch larger than that of most feminists even today. Moreover, herexperiment in literary form in The Golden Notebookarises not from participating in the rise of postmodernism, a trend whichagain her work largely antedates, but from her genuine desire to conceiveof and convey truth in an ethical and accurate manner.

Besidesreading about Lessing, I also examined two texts recommended by universitypresses about revising a dissertation for publication.

Tangible Products

My reading has resultedin a draft of an article-length paper that will double as the Lessingchapter in the book derived from my dissertation. The paper, titled “TheNotebooks as Pacifist Technique in Doris Lessing’s GoldenNotebook,” argues that the novel’s critique of violencechallenges dualistic thinking and the art that arises from it and,especially through the structure of the novel, this critique encouragesreaders to practice critical thinking that problematizes ideological mythsand other unified epistemologies. This paper requires another few draftsbefore I will be ready to submit it to a journal for publication. Thejournal I have in mind, Pacific Coast Philology,has stipulated a deadline of December 15 for its next issue.

Theconference-length paper, titled “Structural Violence and NarrativeStructure in Doris Lessing’s Golden Notebook,” has been accepted for presentation at the Society for CriticalExchange session “(Re)Presentations of Violence and Aggression” atthe 2002 Northeast Modern Language Association convention to be held inToronto in April. This version of the paper focuses on the structure ofLessing’s novel as an artistic solution to violence. Although the panelitself has not yet been approved by the coordinators of the convention, Ishould be apprised regarding this approval sometime after the middle ofOctober.

Perhaps the most significant tangible result from myLessing research has been the completion and submission of the bookproposal for my dissertation book project. To complete the proposal, Iprepared a cover letter and supporting materials, including revisedversions of my Introduction and chapter on Toni Morrison’s Paradise. I consulted university press websites for furtherinformation and selected Columbia University Press as a good place tobegin. During fall term, I intend to send versions of this proposal toother likely presses, including a few crossover publishers like St.Martin’s and Greenwood.

Conclusion

The Faculty Scholars Program has enabled me to begin the difficultprocess of revising my academic work for professional publication, thuscontinuing my growth from graduate student to professor, and for thissupport I am profoundly grateful. I hope that the products of this effortwill demonstrate the faith in my scholarship was well placed and that thepublication of my work will bring Eastern Oregon University further publicrecognition for providing students with models of good scholarship as wellas good teaching.


