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My project goal was to produce a body of original artwork.  My concept underwent a series of twists and turns over the course of the summer, resulting in a surprising new body of work. I would like to thank EOU for the opportunity to work exclusively and intensely on this project over the past summer.


My original aim was to produce a series of ink paintings as a memorial to the events of 9/11.   Such an event is difficult to address in language, and I felt that images might be a more appropriate outlet.  I thought the imagery would focus around an endless embrace, a desperate attempt to squeeze emptiness.  When I began to work, however, the resulting drawings lacked the urgency I wanted.  Over the course of my sustained work during the summer, new images began to emerge: animals with human mouths, disturbing and emotionally intense.  They stare persistently out at the viewer from the blankness of the white page.   These animals are my personal memorial, expressing the horrible strangeness of that day in September.

At the same time, I began to develop a series of oil paintings. These paintings explore different aspects of the same theme.  The series, called “American Glamour Girls,” is quite different from the animal paintings.  These are humorous images of beautiful girls interacting in strange ways with their pets.  To me, these paintings explore elements of American society (the commercialization of humanity, the marketing of sex, and general excesses) that incite negative international opinion.  In this way, the images are a logical extension of the 9/11 paintings.

I have contacted The Yellow Barn Gallery, in Glen Echo, Maryland, about an upcoming exhibit of this work.  I also plan to contact galleries in the Northwest for possible exhibition.  A selection of the work will be exhibited at The Faculty Exhibition here at EOU in February 2003.

Again, thank you very much for this opportunity.

