Faculty Scholars Report

Summer 2002

October 15, 02

April Curtis

Associate Professor of Theatre

This past summer I proposed a project that would involve researching, memorizing, physical-izing, analyzing and acting -through the complex and rigorous theatre script entitled Wit.   It was a rare opportunity to create a character from the ground up, so to speak, using a variety of techniques and activities to discover the nature of this complex person.  

This project gave me the opportunity to practice theatrical discipline and focus as well as refinement of research methods.  Wit, the 1999 Pulitzer Prize-winning play by Margaret Edson is essentially a two-and-a-half-hour one-woman monologue by the character - Dr. Vivian Bearing, a Ph.D., renowned scholar and Professor of English, who is dying of advanced metastatic ovarian cancer.  It was a very daunting project but I thoroughly enjoyed the process.  I was able to work intellectually and physically with a variety of professionals and teachers this summer and I believe this will prove itself in the performance of the play in February.

The results of my research and training are as follows:

· Memorized 39 (and counting) pages of script and will memorize the other 27 in November/December

· Interviewed 12 patients and 8 doctors/oncologists in two states about ovarian cancer as well as several patients and families who have been affected by it.    I have a 44-page journal with notes and information about the physical, emotional and spiritual effects of the disease

· Read 8 articles and 4 books about ovarian cancer  and how it affects the emotional, intellectual, physical, and spiritual senses of a human being 

· Worked with a Feldenkrais and Alexander (acting bodywork – a physical process of acting) coach at the Seattle Freehold Studios for the physicality of a woman dying of this disease at age 50. This was a 2-week class that met for 5 hours a day Monday through Friday.  Essentially, the course broke the body down to its very basic movements and “built” the character piece by piece.  A challenging, rigorous exhilarating time

· Worked with a director in Seattle, Douglas MacIntyre, on the stage movement, picturization, and character Work with Thatcher Carter on the psychological implications of dying 
· My plan now is to interview nursing colleagues about what nurses do for advanced-stage cancer patients 
Since the “proof of the pudding is in the eating of it”(Shakespeare), my performance in the February production of Wit will be my final product.  I am excited to continue my research and physical work (I’ve lost 8 pounds but have not gotten the courage to shave my head yet) and I look forward to continuing this important project.

Thanks!

April
