History 202

Workshop Grading Rubric

	
	Response to Questions
	Use of material (documents, etc.)
	Connection to Foner material/lecture

	A
	Direct and comprehensive response to the questions.  ‘A’ answers will often demonstrate risk-taking by posing provocative interpretations/analysis or suggest possible directions of thought that show students’ independent thinking.
	Selects and uses most effective passages; uses these as quotes to support students’ own interpretive/analytic work. Offers close reading of materials, and moves fluidly between documents.
	Independently relates workshop material to other materials through independent thinking.

	B
	Direct response to the question with fairly comprehensive coverage, though not as fully developed as an ‘A’ answer.  Interpretation/analysis will be solidly based on the material, and while effective and/or persuasive, may not demonstrate the level of sophistication or risk-taking that ‘A’ answers do.
	Selects solid passages as support, though with less close reading and not consistently the most effective passages. May not develop the connections between their analysis and the content of the material as fully as ‘A’ work.
	Makes limited, occasional or not fully developed connections

	C
	Direct response to the questions that demonstrates  understanding of the material but lacks the risk-taking of an ‘A’ and offers interpretive/analytic work that is more limited than a ‘B’ response.  ‘C’ answers may be moving towards independent interpretation/analysis but not consistently sustain interpretive/analytic thinking. ‘C’ answers may also be missing one significant point or issue.

Responses that simply restate the material without really offering an interpretation represent ‘C minus’ work.. (though coupled with other problems may move towards ‘D’ level work).
	Less effective selection of passages—often choosing the obvious or ‘easy’ passages to support their analytic work.  Demonstrates less sophisticated engagement with the materials than an ‘A’ or ‘B’ workshop.  May include use of material without real interpretive work. Limited or faulty close-reading, but an effort demonstrated.

‘C minus’ work often uses passages or quotes to speak for themselves, or selects weak supporting quotes. ‘C minus work may occasionally misread or misuse passages, and lacks close-reading.
	Makes limited and obvious connections (of the similar to/contrasts with type) to other material.  Lack of development or discussion of connections

	D
	Difficulty in crafting a direct response to the questions. Lack of interpretive/analytic work.  Demonstrates limited understanding of the material and/or fails to consider significant issues/points.
	‘D’ work often selects weak and/or ineffective passages for the purpose at hand.  Passages not interpreted.  work may suggest lack of real understanding of material, or only a surface understanding.
	No real connections between materials.

	F
	No direct response, or incomplete response to the question. Missing most significant points, or fails to demonstrate an adequate understanding of the material. (this may be due to lack of preparation).
	Ineffective or lack of work with passages.  No evident of basic grasp of material or central ideas.
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