HISTORY 202 TAKE-HOME MIDTERM EXAM

Spring 2009, Dr. Rebecca Hartman

Format.  Your take-home exam should be submitted in standard written assignment form, i.e. double-spaced, 1 inch margins, 12pt. Times Roman font.  Your essay should include a cover page with your name, assignment, date, and class info.

Due Date:  May 12th, Tuesday, at beginning of class.  Late papers will be graded down ½ letter grade per day.

Grading:  This should be a polished, revised essay that represents your best work in terms of synthesizing, interpreting and analyzing the material we have covered from 1865 to approximately 1919.  Therefore, essays demonstrating lack of editing, grammar and/or spelling errors, lack of basic organization fundamental to expository essay writing, or other examples of substandard college-level writing skills will lose one full letter grade.  If you have been the unfortunate victim of a high-school English “teacher” who corrupted you with the 5-paragraph “essay,” now would be an excellent time to avoid that particular abomination.

While there is no assigned page length, somewhere between 4 and 10 pages per question would probably be adequate.  A better measure of page length requirement is the simple question: “does this essay fully answer the question?”

Essays that demonstrate a basic grasp of fundamental issues, events, etc. are average, or ‘C’ essays.  Those that move beyond the basics, explore some complexities, connections and/or contradictions within the material are moving toward achieving above average work.  Those essays that demonstrate an impressive command of the material and some independent thinking or risk-taking regarding the ideas, events, issues, etc., and are well-written are ‘A’ essays.  ALL MIDTERM ESSAYS MUST USE AT LEAST TWO VOICES OF FREEDOM PRIMARY DOCUMENTS.
All work must be your own and must be appropriately cited to avoid plagiarism.

QUESTIONS:  SELECT ONE ODD NUMBER QUESTION AND ONE EVEN NUMBER QUESTIONS FOR A TOTAL OF TWO QUESTIONS
1. Write an essay in which you trace the changes and developments in US foreign policy from the Civil War through the end of World War I.  What factors led the nation to become a major power in the world?  What groups of Americans influenced foreign policy the most and why?  How do the developments in foreign policy during this period help us understand American conceptions of freedom, democracy, and perhaps race?

2. Significant changes in gender roles occurred between Reconstruction and 1920.  Write an essay in which you examine these changes.  As a historian, which changes do you feel were most significant and why?  In what ways did transformations of men’s and women’s roles reflect AND shape broader social and economic changes, and how were those transformations also defined through race, or ethnicity or class?
3. Between Reconstruction and World War I, the US, like Western European nations, became a “modern” and industrial, urban nation.  Trace this fundamental transformation in the nation by analyzing the economic visions of various groups of Americans.  What were the major conflicts over this economic transformation?  What were possible alternatives to industrial capitalism and why do you think those alternatives failed? 

4. W.E.B. DuBois famously asserted, “The problem of the twentieth century is the problem of the color line.”   Despite a bloody Civil War that ended slavery, race relations, including issues of immigration and Native Americans, continued to be a volatile and divisive issue in the United States.  Write an essay that examines how issues of race and ethnicity emerged between Reconstruction and world war I and how those issues reflect both the limits and the promise of American democracy.   As a historian, would you say the privileges of whiteness were more or less evident by 1919 than 1865?

