SELF-ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST                                           
Self-Assessment Lesson Planning and Program Management Checklist


Mark Yes or No for every item seen or observed.

Lesson Plans (Based of accepted standards in the field)

_____ 1.
 Lesson planning provides a balance of adult-directed and child-initiated hands-on experiences.

_____ 2. 
Lesson plan shows that child-initiated (child-planned activity) time equals or predominates over adult-directed time excluding time for routines.

_____ 3.
Lesson plans document the following:

_____ a.  child activity time 

_____ b.  several large-group times of short duration

_____ c.  short small-group times either as scheduled or clearly seen during free choice time

_____ 4. 
Outdoor playtime is seen on the lesson plan and takes place daily whenever possible.

_____ 5.  
Scheduled outdoor time includes teacher-directed organized activities and free-choice child-initiated play.

_____ 6. 
Documentation of individualization is seen on the lesson plan and actually takes place each day. 

_____ 7. 
Lesson plan shows that children are exploring and experimenting, and are attaining mastery with hands-on experiences and discovery learning. 

_____ 8. 
Planned experiences provide both success and appropriate challenge to children.

_____ 9.
Art and sensory experiences are open-ended.

_____ 10.  
Foods experiences and/or cooking occur regularly.

_____ 11.
There is space on the lesson plan for parent comments and input.

_____ 12.
Health and dental education experiences (other than routines) are planned regularly and are integrated in varied ways and areas of the setting.

_____ 13.
Safety education experiences are regularly integrated and seen in the lesson plans.

_____ 14. 
Anti-bias and diversity experiences are regularly seen in the lesson plans.

_____ 15. 
Environmental awareness activities are regularly seen in the lesson plans.

_____ 16. 
A variety of literacy experiences are seen in the daily lesson plans.

_____ 17. 
Small-group experiences in the lesson plan are developmentally appropriate and reflect activities in all basic skill areas (motor, perceptual, literacy, memory, problem-solving.)

Setting

_____ 1.  
Children have personal, identified space.

_____ 2.  
Children’s art and work are posted at their eye level and predominate over teacher-made or purchased items.

_____ 3.  
Photos of the children are posted at their eye level.

_____ 4.  
The setting encourages safe, self-directed movement and choice making.

_____ 5.  
Materials and equipment are safe and clean.

_____ 6.  
There is an attractive and clearly defined parent information area.

_____ 7.  
All required documents and emergency plans are posted.

_____ 8.  
If group rules are posted, they have been developed jointly with children and are stated positively.

_____ 9.  
Learning centers are easily defined and are labeled in some manner, by name and/or purpose.

_____ 10. 
Active, noisy areas are separated from quiet areas.

_____ 11. 
There are ample supplies and a variety of developmentally appropriate materials.

Observable Basic Classroom Experiences

_____ 1.  
Ample and varied choices of appropriate materials are available in each learning area.

_____ 2.  
Open-ended art media and other materials that can be used by all children in the group are available.

_____ 3.  
A variety of materials in various areas support the current theme or sub-theme/unit.

_____ 4.  
Both planned and spontaneous activities occur in anti-bias approaches and in nurturing social competence.

_____ 5.  
Self-esteem-building experience occur regularly.

_____ 6.  
Family-focused activities occur regularly.

_____ 7.  
Children are involved regularly in foods planning and preparation experiences; nutrition education is integrated.

_____ 8.  
Children are involved regularly in concrete safety and health education activities.

_____ 9.  
Use of the following areas occurs daily in a free-choice period with ample time for all children to explore.

_____ a.  Sensory – sand, water, other

_____ b.  Blocks – units, hollow, or other construction 

_____ c.  Art – easel and other paint, clays, collage, and drawing materials

_____ d.  Dramatic Play – housekeeping, puppets, other

_____ e.  Motor – fine and gross motor materials/equipment

_____ f.  Literacy – writing, computer, literature, tapes, listening centers

_____ g.  Science/Math – tools, items to handle and count, plants, animals

_____ h.  Music/Movement – instruments, records, tapes

_____ i.  Outdoor Area – natural setting, equipment, aware of environment  

Planning Activities (Document information obtained from teacher interview.)
1. Describe the process whereby you and your teaching partner get together to plan curriculum and daily classroom and outdoor activities.  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How do you document these meetings? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What information do you use to guide your planning efforts for individual children and for the classroom? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How do you determine which team member will implement a specific activity? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How do you coordinate your plans and activities with other people/teams using the same space? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Explain how Home Visits are planned and scheduled for every family, and how you decide which teacher will go on which Home Visit. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What is your rationale for that approach for Home Visiting? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. How does your team ensure that both teachers are aware of essential information about the child and family in a timely manner? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Notes:

Checklist adapted from Petersen, Evelyn A.; A Practical Guide to Early Childhood Planning, Methods, and Materials; Allyn and Bacon, 1996.  With permission of the author.
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