Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  REL 425
Name of Course:  Religions of South Asia
Catalog Description:  A historical and comparative exposition of the major religious trends and schools of thought that developed in the “Indian subcontinent” and spread from there to Central and Southeast Asia.

Credit Hours:  Five
Instructor: 
David Komito



On-line instructor



dkomito@eou.edu

Time and place of the course: Distance delivery
Required Texts or Suggested Materials: 
1.  The Story of India, PBS Home Video, 2008 (Running time: approximately 6 hours)

2. The Search for Shangri-la, PBS Video, 2009 (Running time: approximately 1 hour)

3. The Spiritual Heritage of India: A Clear Summary of Indian Philosophy and Religion, Prabhavananda and Smith; Vedanta Press, 1979.

4. Bhagavad-Gita:  The Song of God, Prabhavananda, Isherwood, Huxley; Vedanta Press, 2002.

5. Online written lectures. 

6. Selected essays and primary source readings from an online reader.

Prerequisites:  Upper-division standing and permission of the instructor.
Learning Outcomes: 

1. Religion on the subcontinent precedes both the written and oral traditions which have come down to the present. Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the main scholarly interpretations of the prehistoric religion in the subcontinent.

2. Contemporary expressions of religion in India are rooted in philosophies first expressed in oral tradition during the global “axial age.” Students will demonstrate some knowledge of these philosophies through their ability to define and relate the main concepts found in the Upanishads, such as Atman, Brahman, Buddhi, etc.

3. Contemporary expressions of religion in India are rooted in philosophies first expressed in oral tradition during the global “axial age.” Students will demonstrate some knowledge of these philosophies through their ability to describe, analyze and compare the monistic, dualistic and non-dualistic trends in the main schools of philosophy native to the subcontinent.

4. The religious life of most Hindus is rooted in either Shaivite or Vaishnavite traditions. Students will be able to describe the main features of Shaivism and Vaishnavism and give examples of how they have shaped Hindu religious life.

5. Students will be able to summarize the impact of Hinduism and Buddhism on India’s neighbors in Asia.

6. Hindu religious traditions have a continuity of several millennia. Students will be able to demonstrate their understanding of this continuity by their ability to articulate the main teachings of one Hindu “saint” active on the subcontinent since 1800 CE.

Course Requirements: 
Every week there will be a live discussion of the general topics of the week using the Elluminate web conferencing software.  Since expected enrollment for each offering will be a small number of advanced students, this discussion will be in seminar format, not lecture. This seminar format will permit the instructor to assess the students’ abilities to articulate the key ideas and trends of the historic period under study and offer immediate feedback and guidance. 

Students will submit an essay at the end of each of the six blocks of the course.  The specific topic for each essay will expand on the main learning objective for that block. 

 Means of Assessment:

Essay 1 (Outcome 1) 
Essay 2 (Outcome 2)

Essay 3 (Outcome 3)
Essay 4 (Outcome 4)
Essay 5 (Outcome 5)
Essay 6 (Outcome 6)
Brief Outline of Course: 

1. 50,000 – 1000 BCE (week 1)

1 Indus Valley civilization and the goddess

2 The Vedas

3 The Mahabharata
Assignments: 

1. The Story of India: Beginnings.

2. Read The Spiritual Heritage of India, Chapters 1, 2

3. Read selected essays from online reader.

Assessment: Submit essay at end of week 1. Assesses learning objective 1.

2. 500 BCE – 200 BCE (weeks 2 & 3)

1 The origins of Buddhism and The Mauryan Empire

2 Spread of Buddhism in the subcontinent and to Sri Lanka and Burma

3 The Upanishads

Assignments: 

1. The Story of India: The Power of Ideas

2. Read The Spiritual Heritage of India, Chapters 3, 8

3. Read selected essays and primary source readings from online reader.

Assessment: Submit essay at end of week 3. Assesses learning objective 2.

3. 200 BCE – 300 CE (weeks 4 & 5)

1 The Kushan Empire, Buddhist art and the spread of Buddhism to Central Asia and China

2 Samkhya

3 The Yoga Sutras

4 The Bhagavad-gita
Assignments: 

The Story of India: Spice Routes and Silk Roads

1. Read the Bhagavad-gita

2. Read The Spiritual Heritage of India, Chapters 5, 9, 11, 12

3. Read selected essays from online reader.

Assessment: Submit essay at end of week 5. Assesses learning objective 3.

4. 300 CE – 1000 CE (weeks 6 & 7)

1 The Gupta Empire

2 The Chola Empire spreads to Southeast Asia and Indonesia

3 Shaivism and Vaishnavism

4 The Ramayana
5 Hindu arts, temple architecture and rituals

6 The Pala state: Mahayana and Vajrayana Buddhism

7 Shankara and Advaita Vedanta

Assignments: 

1. The Story of India: Ages of Gold 

2. Read The Spiritual Heritage of India, Chapter 4, 6, 14, 15, 16

3. Read selected essays and primary source readings from online reader.

Assessment: Submit essay at end of week 7. Assesses learning objective 4.

5. 1000 CE – 1700 CE (weeks 8 & 9)

1 The rise of Islam and the Sultanate of Delhi

2 Sufism and Hindu devotionalism

3 The Mughal Empire

4 Mughal Architecture and Religious Pluralism

5 Nalanda Monastic University and Trans-Himalayan Buddhism

Assignments: 

1. The Story of India: The Meeting of Two Oceans

2. The Search for Shangri-la

3. Read The Spiritual Heritage of India, Chapter 23

4. Read selected essays and primary source readings from online reader.

Assessment: Submit essay at end of week 9. Assesses learning objective 5.

6. 1700 CE – Present (week 10)

1 The British Empire

2 Revolution and Democracy

3 Sri Ramakrishna and the Perennial Philosophy 

4 Ramana Maharshi of Tiruva 
1. Assignments: The Story of India: Freedom

2. Read The Spiritual Heritage of India, Chapter 24

3. Read selected essays and primary source readings from online reader.

Assessment: Submit essay at end of week 10. Assesses learning objective 6.

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By: David Komito
Date:  
April 2010










