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Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  
REL 102
Name of Course:

Introduction to World Religions
Catalog Description:  

This course is designed to introduce the student to the various religions and religious practices around the world. The course will significantly emphasize the social context and aesthetic dimension of religious phenomena. The course will emphasize historical development and current practices of major religious beliefs.
Credit Hours:  5
Time and place of the course: Online course via Blackboard website
Required Texts or Suggested Materials: 
Molloy, Michael. Experiencing the World's Religions: Tradition, Challenge, and Change.  4th Edition, Boston: McGraw-Hill, 2008. ISBN: 0073535648
Prerequisites:  None
Course Requirements: 
There will be required video-lectures.  There will be two open-book, open-note essay exams, and analytical paper.
Grading Policies: 

	Assignment
	Percentages

	Discussion modules 
	20%

	Activity modules 
	15%

	Quizzes
	20%

	New Religious Experience Paper and Reflection Paper
	20%

	Webquest
	15%

	Final
	10%


Final course grades are calculated by using the following scale:

A = 90-100% (900-1000 points)   
B = 80-89.99% (800-899 points)   
C = 70-79.99% (700-799 points)  
D = 60-69.99% (600-699 points)   
F = 59.99% or below (599 points or below)

Brief Outline of Course: 

Week One:  
Introduction

Week Two:  
Judaism
Week Three:
Christianity
Week Four:
Islam
Week Five:
Hinduism
Week Six:
Buddhism
Week Seven:
Reflection paper
Week Eight:
Webquest
Week Nine:
Webquest
Week Ten:
Webquest Reflection Paper
UWR Writing Intensive Outcomes: 

1. Students will produce at least 3,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 1,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism.

2. Students will be introduced to the discourse forms appropriate to the discipline the course represents.

3. Students will write at least one paper integrating information from at least one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course.

4. Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work.


Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when 
referred by the instructor.

General Education  Category and Outcomes: Aesthetics and Humanities

5. Learn and use the vocabulary, content, and conceptual knowledge in a variety of disciplines. (CONTENT KNOWLEDGE)

6. Think clearly, critically, and effectively, taking into consideration purpose, audience, and occasion. (CRITICAL THINKING)

7. An appreciation for aesthetic expressions of humanity and the ability to analyze texts. (AEH)

Additional Outcomes:

8. Knowledge of the major periods, persons, stories, events, and works that constitute the major religious traditions of the world.

9. Understanding of the relation between religious belief, practice, culture, history, art, and identity.

10. The ability to use critical vocabulary to examine and discuss the structure of religious experience.
11. Understanding of the influence of religious beliefs on the historical development and current structure of world politics.

12. Make connections among elements of various religions and between those religions and everyday religious practices.
13. Write effectively about issues in the academic study of religion.

Means of Assessment and Grading: 

· Five discussion modules – 20% of course grade. (outcomes 5-12)

· Five activity modules – 15% of course grade. (outcomes 5-12)
· Quizzes – 20% of course grade. (outcomes 5-12)

· Reflection paper – 20% of course grade (outcomes 1-13)
· Final examination – 10% of course grade (outcomes 5-12)

· Please note: a grade of C- is required in order for this course to count toward the University Writing Requirement 

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.
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