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ECED 492:  Early Childhood Capstone II
(3 credits)  

In the second Capstone course, the student builds on the work initiated in the first Capstone course (ECED 490) and is expected to engage in some original work; different formats are acceptable. Most often, the student conducts a brief study, collects and analyzes data, and synthesizes and reports the findings. The student will also complete the supporting Review of Literature and share the findings with an audience. 
Instructor:


Professor Lynne Warren

Phone: 913-530-6562

email: lwarren@eou.edu
Mode:


This course is taught online and through correspondence via email with the instructor.  

Required Texts: 

Grady, M. P. (1998). Qualitative and action research. Bloomington, IN: Phi Delta 

Kappa Foundation.
Perrin, R. (2007). Pocket Guide to APA Style. Boston: Houghton Mifflin.
Course Outcomes:

At the completion of the course, the student will be able to:
1. Demonstrate knowledge of qualitative research methods

2. Describe the process of conducting qualitative research and writing a research summary

3. Demonstrate knowledge relative the focus topic selected for their ECED Capstone research study

4. Summarize their research study in a scholarly, integrated manner

Course Prerequisites:
ECED 320, 330, 340, 350, 360, 370, 420, 430, 440, 450, 460, 470                              Early Childhood Capstone  I (ECED 490)
If this course is taken concurrently with ECED 490, permission is required from the instructor and it is highly recommended that no other courses be taken during the same term. 

Course Topics:

1. Qualitative research methods

2. The focus topic related to the education of young children that guides the research study. 
3. Other topics covered in this class will support the work of the student engaged in conducting the study, summarizing the findings, and preparing the presentation. 
Brief Outline of Course: 


Students work individually, checking in with the instructor each week on their progress. Students conduct a research study and give a presentation of their findings, in addition to submitting a final draft of the related Review of Literature and a written summary of their research study.

Course Requirements: 

1. Read as needed to refine study design

2. Post weekly logs and assignments to Blackboard according to instructions below

3. Conduct research study 

4. Finalize paper started in ECED 490 - Review of Literature and Research Summary
5. Present the research study and findings.  
An opportunity can be created for presenting your work, such as an audience of faculty members. Usually these are PowerPoint presentations that run about 15-20 minutes. Students can also present at Spring Symposium. It is not necessary that you be on the EOU 

La Grande campus. We can arrange for a presentation via media such as Elluminate.
All assignments must be posted to Blackboard in the appropriate forum each week by Wednesday at 5:00. 

Each week you will communicate with the instructor and submit a log of the work you have done on the project to the Blackboard Forum. Failure to communicate with the instructor or submit your research log each week will affect your grade. 

Assessment:

Rubric for the Presentation and final Review of Literature is at the end of the syllabus.
The log headings should include:

	Research Log

	Date
	Engagement – Be specific

If reading, Give name of articles or books read

If writing, tell what section of paper

Give an update on your progress

	
	


The following course outline includes suggestions for each week’s work if you are conducting a classroom-based research project that includes data collection and analysis. If you are preparing an alternative final product for your capstone, you and the instructor will create an appropriate course outline specifically related to your work.

Course Outline:

Week 1 – Introductions and study summaries 
Re-establish contact with your research participants

This week, introduce yourself on the Blackboard forum, share your research questions, and briefly summarize the parameters of your study. 

Contact your research site participants and review the timeline for data collection.

Week 2 – Data Collection
This week, data collection should begin IF you have all permissions approved and returned (administrators, teachers, parents of students with whom you’ll be working).
Submit your research log and progress report regarding starting your data collection. Data collection cannot begin until your permission letters have been returned by all participants.


Week 3 – Continue with data collection, begin data analysis
Data Analysis should begin as soon as data has been collected. Always tie your analysis to your research question and proposal.
Submit your research log and progress report regarding starting your data analysis. Look for patterns to emerge in your data. Begin writing research summary.


Week 4 – Continue with data collection, analysis and writing
Submit your research log and progress report regarding starting your data analysis. Continue writing research summary.

Week 5 – First draft of Research Summary section of final paper – 3-5 pages

This section of the paper must be organized around your research question and procedures, and written in a scholarly tone. Use the same tone as that in the peer-reviewed articles you are reading. Use the format from your research proposal to guide the writing.  Headings are important in helping you stay organized. 
Week 6 – Progress Report, Writing, Submit plan for presentation
Submit your research log and progress report data analysis. Continue writing.

Submit your plan for the presentation of your study design, research process, and findings.

Week 7 – Second draft of Research Summary section of final paper 

 – 6-9 pages  - Refine Review of Literature section as needed.
Keep working on final paper. Begin working on presentation.
Week 8 – Working week – Keep writing!

Post a research log and progress report to Blackboard. 

Week 9 – Final draft due – 25 pages

Submit the complete Review of literature and Research Summary. Include bibliography. This is the final 25 page paper that completely describes your study, the results, and how these tie in to the review of the professional literature.

Week 10 – Final draft revisions if needed

Presentation this week or Finals Week
Finals Week – Presentation 

Make an arrangement with the instructor for the time of your presentation. You can email the PowerPoint presentation to the instructor and we will have a phone conference for your presentation and go through the slides together. Students can also present at Spring Symposium in Spring Term (usually late May). You can present from a distance if necessary. Make arrangements with the instructor to submit your abstract for Spring Symposium (usually a month before the presentation, in mid-April) and to present through technological media.
Grading:
30%
Research Process  

(timeliness, initiating and maintaining contact with the instructors, finding appropriate sources, designing original work, maintaining work log, quality of professional writing, use of APA guidelines)

50%
Research Product 

(Rubric at end of syllabus)
20%
Presentation  

(Rubric at end of syllabus)
Student Conduct:  

All students are expected to adhere to the student conduct code.  All members of the Eastern Oregon University academic community are responsible for compliance with its Academic Honesty Code.  Please refer to the EOU website. http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/index.html
Reasonable Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  

Eastern Oregon University is committed to providing services that assure that all eligible persons have access to its programs and operations.  If you are in need of special services, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 541-962-3081.

Syllabus developed by M. Ruth Davenport, Fall 2007, Spring 2009

Revised  by Lynne Warren Summer 2009
Revised by M. Ruth Davenport, Spring 2010

	Rubric ECED 492 Capstone Course
Name:

Sources for development of this rubric: N. Knowles, S. Whitelock, Eastern Oregon University,        Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory Six-traits Writing Scoring Rubric
	Initial Drafts  / Feedback
	Final Draft 

	
	This is working
	This needs attention
	Points Possible
	Total Points Earned

	Presentation
	
	
	20
	

	Verbal presentation of research project and findings is interesting and scholarly 
	
	8
	

	If PowerPoint slides are used, speaker elaborates beyond the information on the slide
	
	6
	

	Language flows, without a lot of “ums” or loss of focus
	
	6
	

	Research Product – Final Review of Literature and Research Summary
	
	
	50
	

	Focus: There is an introduction that lets the reader know the purpose of the paper, the research question, the nature of the study, and the upcoming sections of the paper. 
	
	
	4
	

	       Ideas are clear and focused and hold the reader’s attention throughout.
	
	
	4
	

	Organization: There is a logical presentation of the central idea and related ideas. Paragraphs are in an    order that makes sense. There are subheadings, each paragraph has a topic sentence and one main idea, and there is appropriate detail.
	
	
	4
	

	       Each section, as appropriate, presents views of experts and original data.
	
	
	2
	

	Voice: The writer speaks in a way that is compelling and engaging. The writing is crafted with an awareness of the audience and purpose. The voice is professional, without slang or informal language.
	
	
	3
	

	Fluency, Language, and Word Choice: Style, tone, and format are consistent with the quality of professional writing in peer-reviewed journals. 
	
	
	2
	

	       Words are precise, interesting, powerful, and engaging. Sentences are carefully crafted and use various structures. Language is not vague, redundant, awkward, or wordy.
	
	
	2
	

	       Writing has an easy flow and sentences are strong, with smooth transitions between sections.
	
	
	1
	

	       Writer needs to identify and eliminate patterns of error, with particular attention to matching subject and verb, fragments, run-ons, and tense shifts.
	
	
	2
	

	Integration of Scholarly Research: Scholarly research is fluidly integrated with occasional quotations and paraphrased information, both of which are correctly cited in APA format. Scholarly research supports and is connected to the writer’s argument. As a general rule, there is at least one citation per paragraph. Plagiarism will result in course failure, suspension, or expulsion.
	
	
	8
	

	Description of Research Study: Student’s study is described thoroughly and in a scholarly manner, including: An introduction and rationale, research questions, participants, data collection methods, data analysis methods, findings, recommendations for future research
	
	
	8
	

	Conventions: Writer demonstrates good grasp of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, usage, paragraphing. Paper follows APA guidelines and is written in Standard English.
	
	
	4
	

	Format: Uses APA guidelines for headings (levels), in-text citations, and reference list. There are standard margins and a 12-point font. 
	
	
	4
	

	     Final paper is approximately 20-25 pages. Pages are numbered. There is a cover page.
	
	
	1
	

	     Document is double-spaced. No extra spaces between paragraphs or sections. Block quotes of more than 40 words are reformatted and cited according to APA guidelines.
	
	
	1
	

	Research Process
	
	
	30
	

	Timeliness: Submitting and following timeline – Submitting drafts accordingly
	
	
	6
	

	Contact: Initiating and maintaining contact with instructor on a weekly basis – Maintaining work log
	
	
	8
	

	Research- Others: Finding appropriate sources from peer-reviewed, scholarly journals and approved websites – At least 10 sources are used
	
	
	8
	

	Research – Original: Designing original work – Focusing research question on an issue in early childhood education 
	
	
	4
	

	Process: Securing permissions –  Gathering and analyzing data appropriately for the study – Rubric will be adapted for those preparing alternative products for their capstone rather than conducting classroom-based research.
	
	
	4
	

	FINAL GRADE       A=100-90   B=89-80    C=79-70   
	
	
	100
	


1

