In order to facilitate the alignment of GE language across documents, I have pulled the language from three places. The GEC Program Objects is from the assessment packet and I consider the “core” language from GE and from which all other language should derive. The GEC Evaluation Review Criteria language is from the document that was approved to use for evaluating new GE courses. The GE Assessment Rubric language is primarily from the assessment packet, although I had to add some approved language for Communication that hasn’t made its way into the packet yet. 

The primary discrepancy is the language for the outcomes for the assessment rubric. I have placed “new” language that was, for the most part, approved, but diverges from the GEC Program Objective and Review Criteria language in italics.  The original Assessment outcome language is in bold and underlined. Civic engagement is the most concerning to me in that the assessment language doesn’t look anything like the Program Objective and Review Criteria language.

	GEC Program Objectives
	GEC Evaluation Review Criteria
	GE Assessment Rubric

	CONTENT KNOWLEDGE:  Demonstrate increased vocabulary, content, and conceptual knowledge in a variety of disciplines.
A general education course introduces students to the broad strokes of accumulated knowledge in a specific discipline through its key vocabulary, content, and concepts. A general education course contextualizes the discipline historically, culturally, and socially.
	Learn and use the vocabulary, content, and conceptual knowledge in a variety of disciplines. (CONTENT KNOWLEDGE)
A general education course introduces students to the broad strokes of accumulated knowledge in a specific discipline through its key vocabulary, content, and concepts.  A general education course contextualizes the discipline historically, culturally, and socially.
	Content Knowledge

Demonstrate increased vocabulary, content, and conceptual knowledge in a given discipline.

Content Knowledge will be assessed by individual programs.




	GEC Program Objectives
	GEC Evaluation Review Criteria
	GE Assessment Rubric

	INQUIRY:  Demonstrate the ability to employ approaches to inquiry from a variety of disciplines.
A general education course introduces students to the heuristic of the discipline, its ways of knowing and processing the world, its forms of inquiry and ways of solving problems.
	Employ approaches to inquiry from a variety of disciplines. (INQUIRY)
A general education course introduces students to the heuristic of the discipline, its ways of knowing and processing the world, its forms of inquiry and ways of solving problems.
	Inquiry 
Demonstrate the ability to employ approaches to inquiry from a variety of disciplines.

To be removed?: Revised language from Fall 2009. 
Demonstrate a process of exploring the world that leads to asking questions and making discoveries in the search for new understandings.

	3 Proficient
· Inquiry emanates from a question of interest to the student that can result in deeper knowledge or understanding.  Student exhibits intellectual curiosity and asks questions.
· Inquiry has a well-conceived methodology appropriate to the discipline leading to a conclusion based on the data.
· Inquiry demonstrates appropriate use of technology.
· Inquiry is connected to relevant research and expertise.

	
	
	
	2 Adequate
· Inquiry emanates from a question agreed to by the student that can result in deeper knowledge or understanding.  Student follows the intellectual stimulation provided by the instructor.
· Inquiry has a simple methodology appropriate to the discipline leading to a conclusion based on the data.
· Inquiry demonstrates a basic use of technology.
· Inquiry is based on some background information.

	
	
	
	1 Developing
· Inquiry emanates from an assigned question that can result in deeper knowledge or understanding.  Student rarely exhibits curiosity other than complying with the course assignments.
· Inquiry applies a methodology that may be flawed or may be inappropriate to the discipline, or the conclusion may not fit the data.
· Inquiry demonstrates little use of technology.




	GEC Program Objectives
	GEC Evaluation Review Criteria
	GE Assessment Rubric

	COMMUNICATION: Demonstrate the ability to read, write, and communicate, taking into consideration purpose, audience, and occasion.
A general education course assists students in learning the reading, writing, and general communicative skills required by the discipline, often guiding students through the processes of reflection, response, and revision to enhance effectiveness.
	Read, write, and communicate taking into consideration purpose, audience, and occasion. (COMMUNICATION) 
A general education course assists students in learning the reading, writing, and general communicative skills required by the discipline, often guiding students through the processes of reflection, response, and revision to enhance effectiveness.
	Communication
Demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively in speech and writing, taking into consideration purpose, audience, and occasion.
	3 Proficient
· Clearly focuses and logically organizes communication
· Presents convincing evidence
· Edits carefully and accurately
· Employs graphics, media, and source materials appropriately and ethically

	
	
	
	2 Adequate
· Generally focuses and organizes communication with some consistency
· Presents some specific evidence
· Edits with some patterns of error
· Employs graphics, media, and sources materials ethically but sometimes ineffectively

	
	
	
	1 Developing
· Fails to focus or logically organize communication
· Presents overgeneralizations
· Fails to edit carefully and accurately
· Employs graphics, media, and source materials inappropriately and/or unethically




	GEC Program Objectives
	GEC Evaluation Review Criteria
	GE Assessment Rubric

	CRITICAL THINKING:  Demonstrate the ability to identify and explain issues, recognize contexts and assumptions, acknowledge multiple perspectives, evaluate evidence to reach conclusions.
A general education course requires students to develop the habits of mind within a discipline, considering the different purposes and audience for the work within the course, and reveals to students the connections the discipline has with other disciplines.
	Think clearly, critically, and effectively, taking into consideration purpose, audience, and occasion. (CRITICAL THINKING)
A general education course requires students to develop the habits of mind within a discipline, considering the different purposes and audience for the work within the course, and reveals to students the connections the discipline has with other disciplines.
	Critical Thinking

Demonstrate the ability to identify and explain issues, recognize contexts and assumptions, acknowledge multiple perspectives, evaluate evidence to reach conclusions.
	3 Proficient
· Identifies and explains issues
· Recognizes contexts and assumptions
· Acknowledges multiple perspectives
· Evaluates evidence to reach conclusions

	
	
	
	2 Adequate
· Can often identify and explains issues
· Generally recognizes contexts and assumptions
· Acknowledges perspectives other than one’s own
· Can often evaluate evidence to reach conclusions

	
	
	
	1 Developing
· Inconsistently identifies and explains issues
· Ignores contexts and assumptions
· Is not able to acknowledge multiple perspectives
· Inconsistently evaluates evidence to reach conclusions




	GEC Program Objectives
	GEC Evaluation Review Criteria
	GE Assessment Rubric

	FURTHER LEARNING AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT:  Demonstrate a readiness for further learning and for service to society.
A general education course encourages students to see 
opportunities for further reflection, lifelong learning, and service to society in ways that allow them to apply the skills and knowledge of the course in settings outside the university classroom.
	Engage in further learning and be of service to society. (FURTHER LEARNING AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT)
A general education course encourages students to see opportunities for further reflection, lifelong learning, and service to society in ways that allow them to apply the skills and knowledge of the course in settings outside the university classroom.
	Further learning and civic engagement
Demonstrate a readiness for further learning and for service to society.


To be removed?: Revised language from sometime. Civic Engagement
Demonstrate an understanding of communities and cultures, and an ability to communicate and act within civic contexts.
	3 Proficient
· Consistently explores multiple viewpoints and reflects on changes in personal attitudes and beliefs. 
· Exhibits an ability to listen, communicate, and engage within a civic discourse community.
· Demonstrates an ability to act in inclusive ways within a group..
· Demonstrates a consistent readiness for service to society through engagement with organizations, public interest groups, and other campus or community-based movements.
Original:
· Consistently exhibits a readiness for further learning, for example, through goal-setting and plans for continuing education or graduate school.
· Has demonstrated a consistent readiness for service to society, for example, through volunteerism.

	
	
	
	2 Adequate
· Frequently explores multiple viewpoints and occasionally reflects on changes in personal attitudes and beliefs.
· Exhibits some ability to listen, communicate, and engage within a civic discourse community.
· Demonstrates some ability to act in inclusive ways within a group.
· Demonstrates adequate readiness for service to society through engagement with organizations, public interest groups, and other campus and/or community-based movements.
Original:
· To some extent exhibits a readiness for further learning.
· To some degree demonstrates a readiness for service to society.

	
	
	
	1 Developing
· Rarely expresses awareness of multiple viewpoints on an issue, and demonstrates little ability to change personal attitudes and beliefs.
· Exhibits limited ability to listen, communicate, and engage within a civic discourse community.
· Demonstrates little ability to act in inclusive ways within a group.
· Demonstrates little commitment to service to society and lacks curiosity about organizations, public interest groups, and other campus and/or community-based movements.
Original:
· Rare or little demonstration of a readiness for further learning.
· Rarely or too little degree demonstrates a readiness for service to society.



