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Request for New Minor or Concentration

Please Note:  The EPCC will consider new and existing course changes at any of its regularly scheduled meetings.  Documentation must be submitted at least one calendar week prior to EPCC discussion.

Form Instructions:

Please complete this form and forward as an electronic attachment to the appropriate persons for their Approval/Denial in the order indicated below.  To submit please follow the instructions under PROCEDURE.

	Submitted by the College of: Arts & Sciences
Prepared by:  Bill Grigsby
	11 / 05 / 2009

	To be offered in the program of: Environmental Studies (pre-approved Liberal Studies degree)

	Minor/Concentration Title: Environmental Studies with a Social Science Concentration

	Expected Implementation Date: Fall 2010



Institutional Requirements:

Minors:  Minimum 30 credits, including 15 upper division.

Concentrations:  Minimum 21 credits, including 15 upper division.  Concentrations are restricted to students of a specific major.

	
Procedure



A. The EPCC will consider new minor or concentration proposals at any of its regularly scheduled meetings; however, proposals must be received by the Committee at least one week prior to the meeting at which they will be considered.

B. New minor or concentration proposals will be developed according to the following format.  

	Proposal


A. Minor/concentration description and objectives:

1. Describe the curriculum, including clinical, internship or other important components. 

Social Science Concentration to supplement Environmental Studies Core (attached). Includes 52 hrs worth of coursework, including courses from a variety of disciplines, 4 credits of practicum, 3 credits of research (both senior-level), 4 credits of practical coursework (most likely taught by adjunct faculty), 20 credits of electives (see attached).
2. Discuss the overall objectives of the minor or concentration.

To supplement the Environmental Studies core with a set of courses that provide more grounding in a variety of disciplines, but with an emphasis on social science and building skill sets within the social sciences, while grounding scholarly work in a knowledge of the environment and its relevance for interdisciplinary inquiry and problem solving. 

B. Program’s Justifications:  
1. Indicate the projected enrollment in the minor or concentration for each of the next three years and the projected number of student graduated at the end of the three-year period.   Also indicate the probable source of students. Justify any depletion from other disciplines.

Program start date is anticipated for Fall 2010. Therefore the first graduates are not likely until at least Spring 2013. We would expect enrollment in the program to be up to 15 students by the third year. Program will be designed and marketed in such a way that it will attempt to draw from outside the university, rather than redistribute majors for currently enrolled students. 

2. Justify the minor or concentration in terms of its uniqueness and distinctiveness.

The Environmental Studies pre-approved LS degree and Social Science Concentration are designed to take advantage of some of the comparative advantages this institution and region have to offer—innovative teaching faculty, interdisciplinary approaches to problems, focus on practical and marketable skills through collaboration with community/regional partners, a wide variety of ecosystems owing to the geology and elevation changes, and an approach to senior capstone experiences that draws on integrative and synthetic learning experiences. The program is designed to become a model for addressing interdisciplinary problems through inter- and multidisciplinary approaches. 
C. Program’s Integrity 
1. Provide a list of faculty members associated with the minor or concentration and include pertinent information as to their qualifications.  If the new minor or concentration requires additional faculty, indicate the number and general qualifications of such new faculty.   

See attached description of curriculum for specific contributions by faculty. The ENV 200 (Intro to Environmental Studies) will be team-taught by Joe Corsini, Karen Antell and Bill Grigsby. Prof. Corsini is a Microbiologist whose focus is both organismal and molecular biology, Prof. Antell a Botanist involved in ecosystem restoration projects and conservation efforts in the region, and Prof. Grigsby has a masters degree in Forestry and a background in Environmental Sociology. Other faculty will be brought in to coordinate practica and research projects as deemed appropriate and necessary by the academic dean and provost, pending enrollment figures. 
2. Describe the physical facilities available to support the proposed new minor or concentration, including the adequacy of classroom, laboratories, teaching and research equipment and offices.

The program will not require new facilities. 

3. Describe the library support that is available to meet the needs of the new minor or concentration, indicating what new acquisitions will be required for library development.
Interested and engaged faculty will identify appropriate journals, books and other media and make requests as they deem fit through their own library allocation process. 

D.  Program’s Cost
1. 
Project the estimated expenditures for the proposed minor or concentration, including faculty, administration, library, research and teaching supplies and equipment, internship

and clinical opportunities, secretarial and technical assistance, and other related costs.
For the immediate future, the program will depend on a core group of faculty committed to advancing Environmental Studies at EOU. In the first year, ENV will be team-taught overload (the upper-division 401 and 409s will not have students until at least two years into the program’s existence). However, should enrollment increase over time, there will be administrative costs as well as potential teaching costs and time committed to coordinating student practica and research projects. The success of ENV will lead to costs that must be reflected in a budget.
2.  
Identify the sources of revenue, including amounts which are available, or are expected to   be available, to support the minor or concentration.  Describe any special grants, which maybe sought to support this proposal.
At this point no plans have been made to apply for grant monies. A successful program will attract enrollment and at that point justify both some committed FTE to the program with respect to teaching and administration, as well as the impetus to seek a full-fledged Environmental Studies major at some point within the next five years

        E.
       Appropriateness of program for Eastern Oregon University 
1. Discuss the appropriateness of the minor or concentration in relation to the role and scope of the institution, e.g., how the proposed minor or concentration relates to the overall educational efforts of the institution. 

The program fits in well with a renewed emphasis on social responsibility, community engagement, and ecological sustainability. The University’s strong sense of place and spectacular natural setting provide an incredibly unique opportunity to attract additional students with an interest in a more interdisciplinary approach to inquiry and problem solving. The program also provides the University with a variety of options in terms of collaborating with community and regional partners in public land management agencies, non-profit organizations, private organizations, etc. 
2. Describe the relationship between this proposed minor or concentration and other programs in the   institution, e.g., possible linking of business courses for a minor concentration. 

The Environmental Studies program has been designed to be scalable. As enrollment and interest increase, new concentrations can be added. We hope to develop a concentration in the arts and humanities, in business, and to assist the College of Education in developing either a minor or certificate program. We are also collaborating with Oregon State University, having included two courses in the core curriculum (FW 251, AREC 250) and others (CSS 305, RNG 241) among the electives, providing options for students interested in applied science disciplines. 

	F.   Approval/Denial of New Minor or Concentration


	1.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Denied 
	Chair,         Bill Grigsby
Program Committee 
	Date: 11/12/2009

	2.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Denied
	Division Chair      Regina Braker
                             Peter Wordelman, Anna Cavinato
	Date:   11/18/2009

	3.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Received


	Library, Karen Clay
Resource Costs: Within existing budget
	Date: 12/11/2009

	4.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Denied
	College Dean
    Marilyn Levine
                              Approved at College meeting, 11/19/2009
	Date:   11/24/2009

	5.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Received


	EPCC Support Staff, aadams@eou.edu
	Date:      

	6.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Denied
	Chair, EPCC
	Date: 

	7.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Approved

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Denied
	Chair, Faculty Senate
	Date: 

	8.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved
	Provost 
	Date:

	9.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Received
	Registrar
	Date:

	Reason for Denial:


Environmental Studies Core

	Course
	Credits
	Title

	CHEM  101* 
	4 
	
	Intro to chemistry 

	GEOL 202
	5
	
	Physical Geology

	BIOL 211/212
	10
	
	Principles Biology I & II

	SOC 205
	5
	
	Social Problems

	ENV 200
	3
	
	Intro to Environmental Studies (team taught)

	STAT 243
	4
	
	Elementary statistics

	AREC 250
	3
	
	Environmental Economics

	FW 251
	3
	
	Fish and Wildlife Conservation

	GEOL 316
	5
	
	Geographic Information Systems

	WR 320/329
	4 
	+ 1
	Professional + Grant writing (two courses)

	TOTAL
	47
	
	


*Students may count Chem 204 in place of Chem 101

Social Science Concentration
	Course
	Credits
	Title

	SPCH 111
	3
	
	Interpersonal Communication

	POLS 314
	5
	
	State and Local Government

	ANTH 325
	3
	
	Human Ecology

	ANTH/SOC 370
	5
	
	Environment and Society

	HIST 345
	5
	
	Environmental History (pending permanent no.)

	ENV 401 
	3
	
	Research project 

	ENV 409
	4
	
	Internship/Practicum

	Practical coursework
	4
	
	1-2 hr courses, taught by adjunct faculty

	Electives**
	20
	
	at least two natural or applied science courses

	TOTAL
	52
	
	


**Elective List
BIOL 213 
Principles of Biology (5 cr w/ lab) (prereqs: BIOL 211 & 212)

RNG 241 
Rangeland Ecology and Management (3 cr) 

BIOL 357/358  
General Ecology 5 cr (w/ lab) (prereqs: BIOL 211 – 213)

CSS 305 
Principles of Soil Science (w/ lab) (prereq: Chem 101)

PHYS 202
General Physics (SMI) (5 cr w/ lab) (prereqs: MATH 111 or 112)

ANTH 360 
Intro to Archaeology/Prehistory (5 cr)

ANTH 312
Native Peoples of North America (5 cr)

BA 321
Principles of Management (5 cr)

GEOG 317
Land Use & Environment (3 cr)

GEOG 318
North American Regional Planning (5 cr) (prereqs: GEOG 105 & 106)

GEOG 393
Physical Geography Seminar (5 cr) (prereqs: GEOG 106)

ANTH 430 
Medical Anthropology (2 cr)

Anth/Soc 460
Women in Poor Countries (5 cr)

ECON 475 
Environmental Economics (5 cr) (prereq: ECON 201)

STAT 352 
Statistics (4 cr) (prereq: MATH 111, STAT 243 or STAT 327) 

WR 393
Rhetoric of Public Culture (4 cr, pending)

Wish list: 
public lands, technology and society, ethics, policy

Pending:
Development Economics, Gender and Environment
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