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Request for New Minor or Concentration

Please Note:  The EPCC will consider new and existing course changes at any of its regularly scheduled meetings.  Documentation must be submitted at least one calendar week prior to EPCC discussion.

Form Instructions:

Please complete this form and forward as an electronic attachment to the appropriate persons for their Approval/Denial in the order indicated below.  To submit please follow the instructions under PROCEDURE.

	Submitted by the College of: Arts and Sciences
Prepared by:  Karen Antell
	Date: 9 November 2009

	To be offered in the program of: Environmental Studies   (Pre-Approved Liberal Studies)
	Minor/Concentration Title: Biology Concentration

	Expected Implementation Date: Fall 2010



Institutional Requirements:

Minors:  Minimum 30 credits, including 15 upper division.

Concentrations:  Minimum 21 credits, including 15 upper division.  Concentrations are restricted to students of a specific major.

	
Procedure



A. The EPCC will consider new minor or concentration proposals at any of its regularly scheduled meetings; however, proposals must be received by the Committee at least one week prior to the meeting at which they will be considered.

B. New minor or concentration proposals will be developed according to the following format.  

	Proposal


A. Minor/concentration description and objectives:

1. Describe the curriculum, including clinical, internship or other important components. 

	COURSE
	CREDITS
	TITLE

	Biol 213
	5
	Principles of Biology

	Chem 204/205/206
	10
	General Chemistry (204 taken in core)

	Biol 323 or 334 (choose one)
	5
	Microbiology or Plant Taxonomy

	Biol 357/358
	5
	Ecology with lab

	Stat 352
	4
	Statistics

	Chem 360/361
	5
	Environmental Chemistry with lab

	Anth 325
	4
	Human Ecology

	Anth/Soc 370
	5
	Environment and Society

	ENV 401
	3
	Research project

	ENV 409
	3
	Internship

	                                     Total
	49
	


2. Discuss the overall objectives of the minor or concentration.

The environmental studies core curriculum will provide an overview of social problems, in addition to basic introductory courses in support of upper-division coursework in several areas of study.  The objectives of the Biology concentration in Environmental Studies is to provide an enhanced opportunity for students who wish to develop technical skills in the areas of environmental monitoring and assessment, and conservation and restoration biology.  
B. Program’s Justifications:  

1. Indicate the projected enrollment in the minor or concentration for each of the next three years and the projected number of student graduated at the end of the three-year period.   Also indicate the probable source of students. Justify any depletion from other disciplines.

The projected enrollment in the biology concentration for each of the next three years is 3-5 students per year, with 10 graduated at the end of the three-year period.  We anticipate that an environmental studies degree program will attract new students to EOU.  We also anticipate that students who are interested in Natural Resource Management, Forestry, Fish and Wildlife or other similar programs that are not offered at EOU (except as transfer programs) may elect to remain at EOU to obtain a BS degree in Environmental Studies instead of transferring to programs at OSU or other institutions.  It is possible that this degree program may result in some depletion from the biology program.  Current local employment options for EOU biology graduates are limited.  Addition of this degree will enhance employment opportunities for EOU graduates, while maintaining enrollment in many essential biology courses.

2. Justify the minor or concentration in terms of its uniqueness and distinctiveness.

Some schools offer programs in Environmental Studies, which have a strong social sciences orientation.  Others offer degrees in Environmental Science, which are more technical and require substantial coursework in physical and natural sciences and mathematics.  The proposed EOU Environmental Studies degree with a Biology concentration, offers students a degree that bridges these two areas, with a strong curriculum based in both social and natural sciences.

C. Program’s Integrity 

1. Provide a list of faculty members associated with the minor or concentration and include pertinent information as to their qualifications.  If the new minor or concentration requires additional faculty, indicate the number and general qualifications of such new faculty.   

Dr. Karen Antell, Professor of Biology; at EOU since 1987; current research interests include restoration and conservation biology.

Dr. Laura Mahrt, Assoc. Professor of Biology; at EOU since 1995; research interests include monitoring of populations of Columbia Spotted Frogs on restored wetlands.

Dr. Joe Corsini, Assoc. Professor of Biology; at EOU since 2007; research interests include microbiology of pathological organisms.

2. Describe the physical facilities available to support the proposed new minor or concentration, including the adequacy of classroom, laboratories, teaching and research equipment and offices.

Existing physical facilities to support the proposed new minor are adequate to accommodate a small increase in student numbers.  No new research equipment or space would be required.

3. Describe the library support that is available to meet the needs of the new minor or concentration, indicating what new acquisitions will be required for library development.
New library acquisitions that might be required for the new concentration would be minor and these acquisitions would be incorporated into annual biology requests.
D.  Program’s Cost

1. 
Project the estimated expenditures for the proposed minor or concentration, including faculty, administration, library, research and teaching supplies and equipment, internship and clinical opportunities, secretarial and technical assistance, and other related costs.

The estimated expenditures for the biology concentration would be primarily related to courses that are already identified as new courses in the Environmental Studies Core curriculum.  Biology faculty would have approximately a two load-hour commitment to participating in teaching ENV 200, Introduction to Environmental Studies.  The costs associated with supervising research and practicum experiences in ES 401 and ES 409 would be approximately three load hours each.
2.  
Identify the sources of revenue, including amounts which are available, or are expected to   be available, to support the minor or concentration.  Describe any special grants, which maybe sought to support this proposal.

        E.
       Appropriateness of program for Eastern Oregon University 

1. Discuss the appropriateness of the minor or concentration in relation to the role and scope of the institution, e.g., how the proposed minor or concentration relates to the overall educational efforts of the institution. 

Eastern Oregon University is located in a rural county with a natural resource-based economy.  The university can and should take a leadership role in developing understanding of the complex interactions and conflicts that arise among different groups of resource users.  Depletion of natural resources and competing values brought by new arrivals to the area demand new strategies for conservation of resources and creating sustainability of social and economic infrastructure.  Traditional social sciences and/or natural sciences degrees are outdated models for meeting the needs in this dynamically changing environment.  Current degrees in natural or physical sciences provide curriculum necessary to prepare students for careers in specific industry sectors, for public natural resource agencies, for professional schools or graduate programs.  The Biology Concentration of the Environmental Studies degree will prepare students for a broader range of employment opportunities, including non-profit organizations, government, and private business.
2. Describe the relationship between this proposed minor or concentration and other programs in the   institution, e.g., possible linking of business courses for a minor concentration. 

The environmental studies degree is inherently multidisciplinary and will derive its strength from close collaboration among faculty in several different departments, especially Anthropology/Sociology.  Both the core and the upper-division concentration curricula encompass courses from a variety of different prefixes.
	F.   Approval/Denial of New Minor or Concentration


	1.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Denied 
	Chair, Karen Antell
Program Committee 
	Date: 11/18/2009

	2.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Denied
	Division Chair     Anna Cavinato

                           Peter Wordelman, Regina Braker
	Date: 11/16/2009

	3.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Received


	Library, Karen Clay
Resource Costs: within existing budget
	Date: 12/11/2009

	4.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Denied
	College Dean
  Marilyn Levine
                          Approved at College meeting, 11/19/09
	Date: 11/24/2009

	5.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Received


	EPCC Support Staff, aadams@eou.edu
	Date: 12/7/09

	6.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Denied
	Chair, EPCC
	Date: 

	7.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Approved

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Denied
	Chair, Faculty Senate
	Date: 

	8.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved
	Provost 
	Date:

	9.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Received
	Registrar
	Date:

	Reason for Denial:


Environmental Studies Core

	Course
	Credits
	Title

	CHEM  101* 
	4 
	
	Intro to chemistry 

	GEOL 202
	5
	
	Physical Geology

	BIOL 211/212
	10
	
	Principles Biology I & II

	SOC 205
	5
	
	Social Problems

	ENV 200
	3
	
	Intro to Environmental Studies (team taught)

	STAT 243
	4
	
	Elementary statistics

	AREC 250
	3
	
	Environmental Economics

	FW 251
	3
	
	Fish and Wildlife Conservation

	GEOL 316
	5
	
	Geographic Information Systems

	WR 320/329
	4 
	+ 1
	Professional + Grant writing (two courses)

	TOTAL
	47
	
	


*Students may count Chem 204 in place of Chem 101

Biology Concentration
	Course
	Credits
	Title

	BIOL 213
	5
	
	Principles III

	CHEM 204 & 205/206
	10
	
	General Chemistry (204 taken in the core)

	BIOL 323 or 334
	5
	
	Microbiology or Plant Taxonomy

	BIOL 357/358
	5
	
	Ecology (prereqs: BIOL 211 – 213)

	CHEM 360/361
	5
	
	Environmental Chemistry

	STAT 352
	4
	
	Statistics

	ANTH  325
	4
	
	Human Ecology

	ANTH/SOC 370
	5
	
	Environment and Society

	ENV 401 
	3
	
	Research project  

	ENV 409
	3
	
	Internship/Practicum

	TOTAL
	49
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